
Daily Meditations
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The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

PROPER 12:

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,

nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our

ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the

things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Just-as-Human Kings
Monday, July 26, 2021

2 Samuel 2:1-11

"So David moved to Hebron, along with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail
the widow of Nabal of Carmel. David's men, along with their families, also went with him
and made their home in and around Hebron." - The Message, vv. 2-3

What a wealth of detail is inherent on this statement. To understand it better,
read the concluding 3-4 chapters of 1 Samuel (the division into 1 & 2 Samuel
is an artificial divide–it was one long narrative or book until the translating into
the Greek Septuagint and then in the Latin Vulgate).

The Philistines have just brought about the death of the first God-anointed
King of Israel, Saul, raided the village of Ziklag where the families of David
and his fighting men were staying, and carried off the women and children.
David, God's already anointed next king, returned to Ziklag after the
disastrous defeat of Saul, went after his captured people, and retrieved them
from the Philistines. Knowing that God has chosen him to lead the people next,
David asks God if he should move his encampment to Hebron, and possibly
using casting bones or rolling dice-like stones, God answers.

So David moves to Hebron, and there is acknowledged as king by the tribe of
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Judah. Here begins the division of the then barely united nation of The Twelve
Tribes into Judah and Israel, because General Abner, Saul's uncle, anoints
Ishbaal (Ish-Bosheth), Saul's only surviving son and Abner's pawn, as king of
the Tribe of Benjamin and indeed all Israel.

Our human mind ponders why God removed a king whom he had anointed and
his family line and replaced it with another just-as-human king. Understanding
that as humans, we create explanations for events we cannot explain, a
mythology may be true or not, but it offers an answer, and it creates a belief
system that over time becomes accepted.

As scribes or whomever recorded these stories of the Conquest and settlement
of the land Canaan and the rise and fall of the Kingdom of Israel-Judah there
200-400 years earlier, most likely they wrote the stories that had been passed
down including belief systems that had sprung up around these stories. In
keeping with the historical strong-minded ("stiff-necked") character of the
Israelite peoples recorded in the Torah, the Israelites clamored for a king, and
God grudgingly granted their wish, choosing Saul, a strong fighter but a willful
and inconsistent man. As Saul became more proud and headstrong and
independent, God removed his blessing and anointed David as Saul's
successor, even before Saul's death. And herein lies the message of this
collection of writings: Saul did not honor God nor seek his counsel while David
sought God's will for decision-making. This attitude of David's is why David is
labeled a man after God's heart and becomes the mythic paragon of virtue for
Israel, even though he has some serious human flaws.

Our Tragic Flaws
Tuesday, July 27, 2021

2 Samuel 3:6-21

"Abner lost his temper with Ish-Bosheth, 'Treat me like a dog, will you! Is this the thanks I
get for sticking by the house of your father, Saul, and all his family and friends? I
personally saved you from certain capture by David, and you make an issue out of my
going to bed with a woman! What God promised David, I'll help accomplish–transfer the
kingdom from the house of Saul and make David ruler over the whole country, both
Israel and Judah, from Dan to Beersheba. If not, may God do his worst to me.'" - The
Message, vv. 8-10

Kingdoms rise and kingdoms fall, sometimes for love of a woman. The epic The
Iliad and even its sequel The Odyssey both centered around the Greek
kingdoms Troy and Sparta warring over the beautiful Helen of Troy, the face
that launched a 1,000 ships. American Wallis Simpson inspired such love and
devotion in King Edward VIII that he abdicated his throne so they could spend
the rest of their lives together as the Duke and Duchess of Windsor. Even
Prince Philip, Queen Elizabeth's consort, renounced his heirship to the thrones
of Denmark and Greece in order to marry Elizabeth. Ahhh, love.

However, this passage reveals the all-too-human base passions that are
driving Abner the kingmaker, in his quest for behind-the-scenes power as well
as the pawn-like status of women in the Israelite culture. A lot is left unsaid in
this passage. What is of interest to me is not so much Abner's wounded pride
or even the fact of the negligible (to them!) status of the woman involved, but
his kingmaker persona: I made you king, now I will unmake you!

It is obvious in this passage that King Ishbosheth/Ishbaal is a week and
powerless figurehead. Had it not been for General Abner dragging him out of
obscurity, Ishbosheth would have vanished when Saul died; instead, as king,
Ishbosheth (man of shame in Hebrew, changed most likely by scribes from his
original name, man of Baal or man of the master) enjoyed his 30-second
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sound bite and then vanished. In literature, a tragic hero exhibits excessive
pride (hubris) which reveals a tragic flaw (hamartia) that leads to his/her
downfall (the tragedy). Abner's hubris is about to bring him down because his
tragic flaw, believing he is in control, leads him to throw his support behind
David as king of all Israel and Judah, which results in the outcome that God
seems to intend by anointing David. Abner dies at the hand of a brother of a
man Abner had killed and never saw the fruit of his kingmaker activities. The
stories in the books of Samuel mostly seem to point to outcomes that God
chooses, despite man's best or worst efforts.

Working on the Less Obvious Ones
Wednesday, July 28, 2021

2 Samuel 3:22-39

"Later on, when David heard what happened, he said, 'Before God I and my kingdom are
totally innocent of this murder of Abner son of Ner. Joab and his entire family will
always be under the curse of this bloodguilt.'" - The Message, v. 30

Homo proponit, sed Deus disponit, or Man proposes, but God disposes.

Cleric Thomas a'Kempis first penned those words a couple of hundred years
ago, but the idea is as old as human thought. Bobby Burns poetically said it
with "The best laid plans o' mice and men aft gang agley (often go astray)."
General Abner certainly saw himself as the big fish in his small puddle when he
offered to throw his support behind David as king over all of Jewish Israel.
However, his past caught up with him in the form of Joab who killed Abner
because Abner had killed his brother.

What does this have to do with me? The obvious lessons are: try not to kill
anyone and stay away from politics. The less obvious ones are much harder:
live my life daily, intentionally, removing anger and manipulative behaviors
from my spirit, surrendering my will to God's will as I understand it, and
keeping myself pure. This is a tall order, and I will be working on it until I no
longer have breath.

It's All in the Attitude
Thursday, July 29, 2021

2 Samuel 4:1-12

"David answered the brothers Recab and Bannah, sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, [who
murdered King Ishbosheth], 'As surely as God lives–the One who got me out of every
trouble I've ever been in–when the messenger told me, 'Good news! Saul is dead
'supposing I'd be delighted. I arrested him and killed him on the spot in Ziklag.'"- The
Message, vv. 9-11

I love David for the depth of his trust in God. "–the One who got me out of
every trouble I've ever been in–" and David has been in lots of troubles, many
of them his own making. How do I account for this? Of course, God could be
totally in control of events, especially in regard to shaping David's life, but
David's attitude has more interest for me. I have no control over God's
actions, but I have some control over my attitude.

I have to admit that I have never been presented with an opponent's head by
two kiss-ups seeking my approval, but I have faced an array of human
troubles, many of them of my own creation. The most difficult by far were the
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death of a spouse, and then the dreaded C-word diagnosis for a subsequent
spouse. When faced with difficulties of this magnitude, my first thought and
plea went to God, because I knew deep in my heart that only He could help. I
believe that my trust in God in these looming events enabled me to accept
them and face the outcomes with positivity.

Do I trust God in the nitty-gritty of everyday living? Best answer: sometimes;
worst answer: occasionally. I'm not sure how to do this. We believe that God is
omniscient and omnipresent, and Jesus says that the hairs on our heads are
numbered by God and that He cares for the lowliest sparrow. Does that mean
that the scorpion I squashed mattered, or that unnecessary bite of cake, or the
envious look I gave a well-dressed person? Hmmm.

The attitude I choose to have is one of finding joy, practicing forgiveness and
tolerance even towards myself, trying not to take myself too seriously, and
allowing my doubts and fears to stimulate internal dialogue through which I
can choose my path.

To Buy a Cave
Friday, July 30, 2021

2 Samuel 5:1-12

"But David went right ahead and captured the fortress of Zion, known ever since as the
City of David. That day David said, 'To get the best of these Jebusites, one must target the
water system, not to mention this so-called lame and blind bunch that David hates.'" -
The Message vv. 7-8

The Jebusites are mentioned numerous times in the Scriptures. The earliest
mention lists the Jebusites as a son of Canaan, grandson of Ham, great-
grandson of Noah (Gen. 10:15). The most interesting citation occurs in I
Chronicles 11:4-6 when the scribes retell the events of today's passage and
quote the Jebusites as telling David and his men that they cannot enter the
city because it would be trespassing.

Evidently, the Jebusites lived in the area where the inheritance of the Tribes of
Judah and Benjamin abutted. Often called Hittites in other passages, they had
settled a part of the Judean hills encompassing Jerusalem to the north and at
least 18 miles southward to include part of what is now Hebron. The most
interesting idea is that the Cave of the Patriarchs (Machpelah) is in this area.
Abraham bought it from Ephron the Hittite who tried to give it to Abraham,
calling him "friend." This cave is the burial place of Abraham Sarah, Isaac,
Rebekah, Jacob, and Leah. According to Jewish rabbinic tradition, the
friendship of Abraham brought with it a long-term understanding that the
Jebusites would live in peace side by side with Abraham's descendants. That
did not stop Joshua from attacking them in the conquest of Palestine, even
though he only had limited success.

Also in rabbinic tradition, two bronze figures were erected in the city of
Jebusites, one blind representing Isaac, and one lame representing Jacob.
Proceeding from their mouths was the covenant Abraham made with the
ancient Jebusites as he bought the cave and they promised friendship.1 So the
"lame and blind bunch" referred to in our passage today could possibly refer to
this story. King David must have felt freed from this covenant since the
Jebusites had resisted Joshua's overtaking of the city, but tradition has it that
David paid each Jebusite full value for the lands he overtook.

1 https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/8542-jebusites
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The Dangerous Chest
Saturday, July 31, 2021

2 Samuel 5:22-6:11

"Then David got angry because of God's deadly outburst against Uzzah. That place is still
called Perez Uzzah (The-Explosion-Against-Uzzah). David became fearful of God that
day and said, 'This Chest is too dangerous to handle. How can I ever get back to the City
of David?' He refused to take the Chest of God a step farther. Instead, David removed it
off the road and to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite." vv. 8-10 - The Message

Here's the other thing I love about David: he is totally human. Although it is
not stated in this passage I can infer from the previous verses that God was
directing each of David's steps and that God instructed David to bring the Ark
of the Covenant to the new City of David, Jerusalem. David gets "angry"
("displeased" in the Complete Jewish Bible) when Uzzah innocently places a
hand on the Ark to keep it from falling, and he cannot fathom God's reaction.

I have trouble understanding also, but I speculate that there is much more to
the story than this. I can easily think of at least two possible scenarios for
Uzzah's death, and I am sure there are others. Uzzah had lived in the same
house growing up with the Ark for 20 years; to him it was a very familiar
object to be respected and cared for, but not to be feared. So, he reached out
to steady it in place, treating it like another piece of furniture. This public lack
of respect insulted God.

In another speculative scenario, Uzzah's home was located high in the Judean
hills. Transporting the Ark meant mountainous travel. Perhaps God intended to
punish him by striking him down without killing him, but then Uzzah fell down a
steep mountain. Regardless, God's action struck fear in David's heart, and he
refused to carry it on to his new city.

David suffered an all-too-human loss of trust. After some time had passed,
David's trust in God revived, especially when he heard that the household in
which he placed it was flourishing. I speculate that David deduces from this
that God does want to live among his people, and if so, then David wants the
Ark near him. So, the procession to Jerusalem continued, but with a new and
somewhat healthy respect for God's presence and power.
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