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SUMMER SIZZLIN' WITH ACTIVITIES 
THANKS TO EVERYONE who worked so hard on making the
Big Scoop such a success! There was a constant flow of
people through the Community Center eating enough ice
cream to create brain freezes all around. This annual event,
benefiting the children at Camp Good Sam, has brought in
more than $24 K and counting. What an example of outreach
effort at St. Stephen's this has proven to be, and it's only one
example!

On Sunday, July 21, the Community of Hope will host a send-off to our Youth
participating in this year's mission trip to Port Aransas to continue the recovery efforts
due to Hurricane Harvey. We wish them a safe and productive trip, having fun along
the way. These trips provide our youngsters with a sense of responsibility and
experience in contributing to the comfort of others. We salute them!

While Fr. Phil Mason is enjoying his vacation, we have been fortunate to hear the
words of Rev. Beth Wyndham and Fr. Dick Elwood. We thank them for their visits and
hope they will return to visit us. We're looking forward to Fr. Phil assuming his duties
as Interim Priest upon his return. Fr. Phil will be preaching on Sunday, July 21 and will
be in the church office on Mondays and Wednesdays beginning July 22.

Parish Profile Workshop & Brunch
Sunday, August 18, 2019 after 
9:00 a.m. combined service

We will enjoy one service on Sunday, August
18, at 9:00 a.m. in the Church led by Arch
Deacon Michael Besson, followed by brunch
and the workshop in McArthur Hall. This is your
chance to have your choices heard! Take
advantage of the opportunity. We are all part of
this church family and all have a voice.

Yours in Christ,
Nancy

"To him who is everywhere, 
men come not by traveling but by loving." 

-- St. Augustine (354-430)



SEARCH COMMITTEE PROFILE SERIESSEARCH COMMITTEE PROFILE SERIES
Tom Fulkerson, Evie Martin, and Phil Muth

In this eNEWS edition, we feature three of the SSEC Search Committee
members: Tom Fulkerson, Evie Martin, and Phil Muth . Watch your next two

eNEWS issues for more fascinating profiles.

TOM FULKERSON: 
Houston lawyer makes time for church and community

Tom manages to maintain both an active law practice and
engagement in various aspects of St. Stephen's Church from
mentoring our Youth to lending a hand with Jubliee Shelter and
Roadside Cleanup projects. He's also served on the Vestry, as
Senior Warden, and as a Lay Eucharist Minister and Lector. With his active life, it's no
wonder that the God-Quality he most wishes to cultivate is serentity.

Always a professional, he has an uncanny ability to put situations into perspective,
and uses his favorite Bible verse for grounding:

"Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life?" 

Although he is certainly skilled at handling all ages, his soft spot is for, "children,
particularly the undereducated," he shares. When reflecting on his own spiritual
growth and significant moments along the way, he credits TAEHS training. The Art of
Engaging Holy Scripture is a small group Bible Study curriculum, which is known to
lead to the experience of the Holy Spirit's presence.

EVIE MARTIN: 
Teacher of all ages cherishes pure, clean water & air

As a life-long educator, Evie strives to bring the gifts of the
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self control, into every situation and personal
encounter, whether in the classroom, college lecture hall, or
serving at St. Stephen's.

She began her career as a teacher, then Language Arts consultant for the Corpus
Christi Independent School District, and later Director for Curriculum and Instruction.
She also taught as an adjunct professor at Texas A&M @ Corpus Christi. Now retired,
she continues to reach out with that same personal connection whether she's helping
with Coffee Hour, Vacation Bible School, in the church Nursery, Sunday School,
Celebration of Life Ministry, or substituting with the St. Stephen's School. She even
bakes! Next time you are at the St. Stephen's School Extravaganza Silent Auction
you'll have to seek out her delicious goodies.

Besides people, she treasures the earth, particularly, "preserving pure, clean water--
creeks, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and oceans, as well as pure, clean air for
generations to come."

Her favorite bible verse is:



"And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love, but the greatest of
these is love." - 1 Corinthians 13:13

PHIL MUTH:
Retired Engineer, Active LEM

We are fortunate indeed to have someone like Phil
serving on the Search Committee since he's now been
on not one but two search committees and has
valuable insight indeed. He also served on our church
Vestry and as a Lay Eucharist Minister (LEM) at two
churches: Kingwood Good Shepherd and St.
Stephen's. When he's away from church, you'll find this
retired engineer, after 34 years working for ExxonMobil,
enjoying some much deserved time reading, listening
to opera, and traveling.

He cites parenting three step kids as the past leadership role with the most impact on
his personal and spiritual journey. Phil most wants to cultivate the God-Quality of love
and firmly believes in his favorite bible verse.

"All things are possible with God." - Mark 10:27b

An Invitation from An Invitation from 
Interim Rector, Fr. PhilInterim Rector, Fr. Phil
MasonMason

My Dear Friends,

I am so proud and honored to have been asked to
be your interim rector during your search for the next
rector of St. Stephen's. I would like to share a few
thoughts based on my training with The Interim Ministry Network and my experience
having served in three different parishes in the role of interim.

There are several reasons a parish will be left without a priest:

Retirement, as is the case with Rev. Sandy
Called to a new role in another church, as is the case with most of our past
rectors of St. Stephen's
Death or resignation.

Whatever happens to be the case the congregation is left without their leader and
spiritual guide. Some parishioners will be sad about their loss; some might actually be
pleased for the opportunities that a new person at the helm would bring. In any case
the result will likely be a time of uncertainty, confusion, and perhaps a little conflict. 

It will be my role to be your pastor and guide during this period of
change.

It is my hope that we can take ample time to process your past experiences readying
ourselves to come together as a congregation that looks eagerly ahead to St.
Stephen's future. To that end, I would like to offer to meet with anyone who would like
to talk with me or -- maybe even better -- to talk with each other about these matters. 

https://imnedu.org/


Join me between the two services on Sunday mornings from July
21 through August 11 in McArthur Hall. 

This could be a time when parishioners from the early and late services are
simultaneously available to share our hopes and dreams over coffee, donuts, and
conversation. We can talk about the past and the things we might have learned from
it, and we can talk about our vision for a common life together as the body of Christ in
the Wimberley Valley and the world.

On Sunday, August 18, AFTER the combined 9:00 a.m. service , we will hold our
parish meeting with Arch Deacon Mike Besson. That very important meeting will be
perhaps our only chance to give our input to the Diocese that will subsequently
prepare the St. Stephen's parish profile. It is my hope that everyone can be a part of
this very important package of information that will be given to prospective applicants
who are interested in being your new rector. 

In the meantime, starting July 21, please join me in McArthur Hall on Sundays
BETWEEN the 8:00 a.m. and the 10:30 a.m. services to talk and please, please, plan
to be there for that all important meeting to be held Sunday, August 18. I will -- as I
often do -- remind you that, "God is infinitely more concerned with our future than with
our past."

Peace and love to all,
Phil+ 

SUMMER SCHEDULE OF GUEST PRIESTSSUMMER SCHEDULE OF GUEST PRIESTS

July 14 Fr. Dick Elwood

July 21 Fr. Phil Mason

July 28 Fr. Phil Mason

Aug 4 Fr. Phil Mason

Aug 11 Fr. Ed Dohoney

Aug 18 Fr. Mike Besson

Aug 25 Fr. Phil Mason

FINAL WEEK FORFINAL WEEK FOR



BACK TO SCHOOL FIESTA BACK TO SCHOOL FIESTA 
MONETARY DONATIONSMONETARY DONATIONS

SUNDAY, JULY 14, 2019

THIS SUNDAY, JULY 14, will be the last day to turn in the monetary donations for this
year's Back 2 School Fiesta. (St. Stephen's will need to turn in all donations to
Barnabas staff on Monday, July 15.) 

The event will be held on Saturday, August 10, 9 a.m. until 12 noon at the Wimberley
United Methodist Church. The Fiesta, organized by the Barnabas Connection, helps
provide necessary school supplies and a backpack to pre-registered Wimberley
children in need. Additional services like haircuts and vision screenings are also
provided. Areas churches, like St. Stephen's, and community service organizations
participate in the event. A whopping 551 children came last year!

This year it is even easier to participate. We are collecting monetary donations
ONLY. Yep, that's right. No more need for you to go out and buy any school supplies
to donate. Check out the various sponsorship levels below.

SPONSOR a Wimberley student and make your check out to:
"St. Stephen's Episcopal Church" (in the memo line, write: Back to School Fiesta). You
can place your check in the offering plate on Sunday, July 14. You may also make a
monetary donation on-line through the church website. 

Donate $15 for required student fees

Donate $20 for a new student backpack

Donate $30 for school supplies

Donate $65 for ALL of the above

Another way you can help make the Fiesta a great success and help the Wimberley
children in need is to:

 VOLUNTEER (adults only) to set up for the Fiesta at the Wimberley United Methodist
Church during the week of August 5th and/or work on the day of the event:
Barnabasvolunteer@gmail.com or call 512-645-7507.

 For more information, contact: Linda Reed,  lindareed@austin.rr.com.

GREAT GENERATIONS GATHERING PRESENTSGREAT GENERATIONS GATHERING PRESENTS
Defensive Gardening by Joe Blanford

Wednesday, July 17 @ 11:30 a.m.
McArthur Hall

https://www.ststeve.org/online-giving
mailto:barnabasvolunteer@gmail.com
mailto:lindareed@austin.rr.com


We know him as our Treasurer, Joe Blanford, however, on Wednesday, July 17 at
11:30 a.m., he'll be donning is Master Gardener hat as he shares his secrets to
Defensive Gardening in the Texas Hill Country. Please join us in McArthur Hall for this
Great Generations Gathering presentation, free food, door prizes, fun, and fellowship
with outstanding music!

For more information, contact: Carroll Dolezal, carrolldolezal99@gmail.com.

Next Friday Coffee & Tea FriendsNext Friday Coffee & Tea Friends
July 19 @ 9:30 a.m.

OFFSITE: Blanco Brew Coffee, Wimberley

Interested in meeting and visiting over coffee and tea? With summertime winding
down, it's a great time to slip in before the busy fall season is upon us. Please DO
come on down. We'd love to have you.

All ladies are invited to the next Friday Coffee & Tea Friends. If you don't see the
group in the front room, be sure to look for them in the rear room. So snag your
seat along with your warm or iced mug and sit a spell on select Fridays at Blanco
Brew Coffee in Wimberley, Texas. It's located at the front of the Brookshire's parking
lot. 

NEXT GET TOGETHER
Friday, July 19, 2019 @ 9:30 a.m.

Blanco Brew, 14200 RR 12, Wimberley TX 78676 

For more information, contact: Ann Robertson,  annrobertson95@gmail.com.

mailto:carrolldolezal99@gmail.com
mailto:annrobertson95@gmail.com


  
DAUGHTERS OF THE KING MEETINGDAUGHTERS OF THE KING MEETING

Sunday, July 21 @ 12 noon
Meeting Room 1

For His Sake, the Daughters of the King will gather for prayer and discernment on
Sunday, July 21 at 12 noon in Meeting Room 1. We welcome you to be with us.

For more information, contact: Dale Cegielski,  doilydo@yahoo.com.

Wednesdays @ 10 a.m. in the ChapelWednesdays @ 10 a.m. in the Chapel
(beginning July 24, 2019)

Beginning Wednesday, July 24 the Holy Eucharist Worship and Healing Service
returns. Please note that the day of the week has moved to Wednesdays at 10:00
a.m. in the Chapel.

TEDTED Talkers Talkers
Wednesday, July 24 @ 12 noon

McArthur Hall

Please join us Wednesday, July 24 at 12 noon for the viewing of "Can altruism be
learned?" by Cheryl Steed.

Every second and fourth Wednesday of the month members, guests, and the general
public are invited to St. Stephen's Church to enjoy an open, facilitated discussion of
various, timely topics. On those days, we watch a pre-selected TED Talk video at 12
noon, eat our brown bag lunch, and discuss the topic in a non-judgmental setting with
coffee and water provided. It all wraps up by 1:00 p.m. You are encouraged to bring a

mailto:doilydo@yahoo.com


friend, neighbor, and join in the next sure-to-be lively, mind-stimulating discussion.
We'll save you a seat!

TED TALKERS 
SUMMER 2019 SCHEDULE

JULY 24, 2019

AUGUST 14, 2019

For more information, contact: Jo Bourke,   jobourke33@gmail.com, 512-468-1267.

DEER CREEK SERVICEDEER CREEK SERVICE
Wednesday, July 24 @ 3:00 p.m.

OFFSITE: Deer Creek Wimberley, 555 RR 3237, Wimberley

St. Stephen's shares a Holy Eucharist service with the residents of Deer Creek
Wimberley every second and fourth Wednesday of the month at 3:00 p.m. This Holy
Eucharist service is part of the Community of Hope's regular ministry.

All are welcome to attend the Wednesday Deer Creek Service. 

For more information, contact: Sharon East, sharoneast@verizon.net.

EVENING PRAYEREVENING PRAYER
featuring the Half-time Band

Wednesdays @ 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel

All are welcome to join us in the Chapel on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. for
prayer and contemporary music.

mailto:jobourke33@gmail.com
mailto:sharoneast@verizon.net


 
2nd Quarter Church Statements Arriving

Heads up! It's time to watch for your Second Quarter Church Statement. The
statements are sent electronically for those that have e-mails. If you prefer to have
one snail mailed, please contact: Jeannetta, 512-847-9956. If you notice any
discrepancies after reviewing your statement, please let Jeannetta know.

For more information, contact: Jeannetta Watson, jwatson@ststeve.org.

PSALM 150 BIG BAND CONCERT
Sunday, August 4, 3:00 p.m.
Church Sanctuary

The Wimberley Valley Big Band has planned a Psalm 150
Big Band Concert at St. Stephen's in the church
sanctuary. All are invited to this free tribute to America's
Big Band hits. So sit back and enjoy classic hits, light jazz,
stunning vocals, and before you know it you'll be tapping
your feet and finding yourself signing along. Donations
from the performance will go toward the St. Stephen's ministries. 

mailto:jwatson@ststeve.org


NEWCOMER TEAM AT THE READYNEWCOMER TEAM AT THE READY

With a six-member strong Newcomer Team here at St. Stephen's, we are even more
ready to greet and respond to the inquiries and needs of those visiting St. Stephen's.
Sherri Schmitt and Dorothy Harris now join this team led by Veronica Erwin. Other
members include: Carla Daws, Cindy Dawson, and Sue Wright.

For more information, contact: Veronica Erwin, veronicaerwin47@gmail.com.



CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURSCHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS

Please note that during the summer, 
the church office will be closed on Fridays 

through July 26, 2019. 

SUMMER MON 
BIBLE BABES

Mondays @ 11 a.m.
through August 19

  Becky Denton and 
Cindy Taylor

TH BIBLE BABES Returns after Labor Day Nancy Cooke-Jenk ins

CHOIR Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m.
June, August

July: off, only practices
Sunday morning @ 9:30 a.m.

Anne Jones

CO-ED BIBLE STUDY Returns after Labor Day Bob Reed

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY Returns September 5 Lynne Huston

Life at SSEC

We'd like to thank all the volunteers, sponsors, and attendees of Big Scoop 2019.
This St. Stephen's outreach project raised more than $24,000 for Camp Good Sam.
For more photos of this event see the church website and Facebook.

mailto:dentonrebecca1@gmail.com
mailto:cindy.taylor98@yahoo.com
mailto:obquam@yahoo.com
mailto:rnreed@austin.rr.com
mailto:hustonlynne@gmail.com
http://www.ststeve.org
https://www.facebook.com/ststeveepiscopal/




Community of Hope MinistryCommunity of Hope Ministry

  
Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?
To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you.
            
Each one of us, at some point in our lives, could use a "companion" to walk with us



during the challenges of our journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is someone
who cares about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what you should
do, will not take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be available to
you, support you, pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved. Please, if
you are walking alone, invite one to join you on your path. 

For more information during July, contact: 
Connie Maverick , joemaverick@verizon.net, or Sharon East, sharoneast@verizon.net.

UPCOMING SUBMISSION DEADLINES
The eNEWS is published on Fridays generally every two weeks and delivered
straight to your e-mail's in-box. If you have an e-mail address update, please make
sure to send these to the church office.

With more than 20 ministries and groups here at St. Stephen's Church, we've got a
lot happening! Help us cover your event by submitting articles, photos, and artwork
to: Communications Manager, Jackie McFadden.

UPCOMING DEADLINES:
12 noon Wednesday or earlier

July 24
August 7

SAVE THE DATESSAVE THE DATES
WED, JULY 17
Great Generations Gathering, 11:30 p.m., McArthur Hall

FRI, JULY 19
Friday Coffee & Tea Friends, 9:30 a.m., OFFSITE: Blanco Brew Coffee

SUN, JULY 21
Daughters of the King Meeting, 12:00 noon, Meeting Rm 1

WED, JULY 24
TED Talkers, 12 noon, McArthur Hall

WED, JULY 24
Deer Creek  Eucharist, 3:00 p.m., OFFSITE: Deer Creek Wimberley

SUN, AUG 4
Psalm 150 Benefit Concert for St. Stephen's, 3:00 p.m., McArthur Hall

mailto:joemaverick@verizon.net
mailto:sharoneast@verizon.net
mailto:eeant@mac.com


SUN, AUG 18
Parish Profile Workshop & Brunch, following 9:00 a.m. combined service, McArthur Hall

Are you on Facebook? St. Stephen's is!

Click here to visit our Facebook page 
and don't forget to LIKE and SHARE us!

 

Please contact the church office at 512.847.9956, Monday through Thursday, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. if you have any questions. 

(During June and July, the church office is closed on Fridays.)

https://www.facebook.com/ststephensepiscopalchurchwimberley/
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1101463255391&p=oi

