
Daily Meditations
July 19 - 24, 2021

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

PROPER 11:

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask
and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully
give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness
we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Fleeing with Elan
Monday, July 19, 2021

Acts 13:44-52

"So they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium." -
The Catholic Bible

I have often thought of this simple verse over the years as one door closed for
me and another, like it or not, presented itself. We know our two heroes, Paul
and Barnabas, who are on a mission to bring Jews (and also Gentiles) into
communion with Jesus Christ, have again met with angry and threatened
leaders who want to toss P&B out on their ear or worse. P&B, however, have
the amazing super power required not just to flee with the skin intact but to do
so with a certain elan. They shook the dust from their feet and moved on.
Good riddance, nasty little men of Antioch! How much better Paul and
Barnabas must have felt as they turned their backsides on the angry mob.
Fleeing while wishing to flash the sign of universal defiance is sometimes the
only option if one is to remain sane. Pick your battles, my father advised. I
have done so on too few occasions. And I have been saddened to hear of and
to see instances where, for example, a beaten-down woman remains is a
relationship known only to her. Shaking the dust from one's sandals can be too
hard to do, but sometimes it is truly the only way out.

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A44-52&version=NRSV


The Reluctant Almighties
Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Acts 14:1-18

"Even with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to
them." - The Catholic Bible

Be careful what you wish for! Paul and Barnabas heal a man in Lystra, thinking
it will do the fellow good and will show that they are very tight with The
Almighty. Turns out, folks read the situation all wrong and believe that P&B
are themselves The Almighties! And so they must be praised and treated with
all the respect due those Greater Than Commoners, which alarms P&B, rightly
so. It might be funny if it didn't paint such a tragic picture of desperation
among the poor of that land. As they are today, those were times to try the
souls of men and women. Today the poor in spirit pour out their treasures and
their loyalty to powerful people who could, but would not heal, and who could,
but will not act with compassion. And they are fawned over and glorified and
offered sacrifice by deluded fools who could see but absolutely will not do so,
unlike the unlearned and unwashed of Lystra.

Cheap Grace, Costly Grace
Wednesday, July 21, 2021

Acts 14:19-28

"However, some Jews from Antioch and Iconium arrived and won over the crowds. They
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing he was dead." - The Catholic
Bible

Holy moly! In an instant the crowd goes from being enthralled by P&B to being
murderous. It's alarming how quickly one can fall from a pedestal. One
moment Paul is a God; the next he is nearly dead! And Luke, the author of
Acts, gives us exactly one sentence concerning this alarming point in time.
Thankfully, Paul recovers, but observes out loud that "it is necessary to
undergo many hardships to enter the kingdom of God." Perhaps you recall a
book that came out many years ago called "The Cost of Discipleship." The
author was Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German theologian. As it turned out,
Bonhoeffer was more prescient than he could ever have imagined because
over the years after the book was published, mass religion in America went
into a steep moral decline from which it has not yet recovered. It is worth
repeating some of what Bonhoeffer had to say: "Cheap grace is the preaching
of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline,
Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap
grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without
Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

"Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will
go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the
merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a
man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus
Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.

"Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift
which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock."

"Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it
calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it
is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A1-18&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A19-28&version=NRSV


condemns sin, and grace it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it
cost God the life of his Son: "ye were brought at a price," and what cost God
much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon
his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us. Costly
grace is the Incarnation of God."

A Very Hard Truth
Thursday, July 22, 2021

Acts 15:1-11

"After much debate had taken place, Peter got up and said to them, 'My brothers, you are
well aware that from early days God made his choice among you that through my mouth
the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe. And God, who knows the
heart, bore witness by granting them the Holy Spirit just as he did us. He made no
distinction between us and them, for by faith he purified their hearts..." - The Catholic
Bible

And so Peter proclaims the ultimately very hard truth that Gentiles as well as
Jews can be and should be Christians and part of that community of faith. It's
a very hard truth because, after all, the Jewish leadership is completely
opposed to the idea. Why? All they have to loose is their power, the fealty
shown to them by the common folks, the riches that go to those already
wealthy and the might that already goes to the mighty. This seems to be an
important moment for the apostles, perhaps the most important since the
death and resurrection of Christ. By accepting the Gentiles and averring that
the Gentiles be recognized as part of the community, P&B have significantly
expanded their base! How base of me to suggest that is a motive. Still, there it
is. More in keeping with the spirit of the declaration and the pivot, it is likely
P&B were ecstatic to make the transition because that was their job: to spread
the good news, not necessarily to grow the church. We white Americans find it
hard to escape Manifest Destiny, and how wonderful it is when we reach out to
others not because they will increase our numbers but because it is good and
right to be like Christ.

Ignore Idols, Eat Fish, and Stay Married
Friday, July 23, 2021

Acts 15:12-21

"It is my judgment, there, that we ought to stop troubling the Gentiles who turn to God,
but tell them by letter to avoid pollution from idols, unlawful marriage, the meat of
strangled animals and blood..." - The Catholic Bible

It's James speaking here, and don't you find that very short list of
requirements to be, well, very, very short! I mean, that's it? Wow. That's a
religion I can really get behind. All I have to do is ignore idols, stay married,
and eat fish. Jumping ahead to verses 22 onward, this message is singular.
I'm not certain what to make of it, although I'm willing to take a stab at it. It
seems likely that the crowds that will be drawn in the Middle East of that time
will be made up predominantly of Jews and/or curious others who are more
likely than not familiar with the Mosaic Law, and so this short list of
requirements is stacked on the longer list in the Decalogue. The cynic in me
might mutter about how much easier it is to snag a believer if he or she thinks
the burden of discipleship is not so great. I'd like to hear other opinions.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+2%3A23-3%3A6&version=MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A12-21&version=NRSV


When to Punt
Saturday, July 24, 2021

Acts 15:22-35

"And so they were on their journey. Upon their arrival in Antioch they called the
assembly together and delivered the [aforementioned] letter. When the people read it,
they were delighted with the exhortation." - The Catholic Bible

Who wouldn't be delighted to acquire grace on the cheap? I'm unsure what
part of Jesus' story, what part of the events of his lifetime, what part of his
preachings and teachings give rise to this. Maybe it's me trying to make
something harder than it needs to be. I'm just flummoxed here. It's a
humbling thing to admit that on this particular set of readings, I'm going to
have to punt. Maybe for me that's the point. To repeat what I have typed in, at
the beginning of this document: "Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom,
you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have
compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our
unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; ..."Like, for
instance, sagacity.
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