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The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

COLLECT: Seventh Sunday of Easter

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with
great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but
send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our
Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

No Time for Hatred
Monday, May 17, 2021

Luke 9:51-62

"When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And
he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans
to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 'Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?' But he turned and
rebuked them." - NRSV, Luke 9:51-55

I wasn't taught in church about the racial animus between the Jews and the
Samaritans. For the most part, I assumed Samaritans showed mercy and
compassion as in the example of the Good Samaritan (coming later this week).

In reality, the two groups had contempt for each other. When the Jews, under
Nehemiah's leadership, returned from their Assyrian exile to Jerusalem, they
encountered the Jews who had been left behind and who had intermarried
with members of the surrounding tribes. To the returning Jews, these half-
breed apostates had violated the purity laws of Moses and were anathema.
Meanwhile, these half-breed Samaritans experienced these returning Jews as
usurpers of their land. The Samaritans followed the teachings of Moses found
in the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures) but they
rejected the writings of the prophets, hence they believed they belonged to
the true religion and resented the arrogance and contempt of the Jews who
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saw themselves as the special, chosen people of God. I imagine the level of
vitriol among the two groups might be like that found in the Israeli/Palestinian
conflicts of today.

James and John seem to share in their culture's prevailing contempt for
Samaritans and seemed prepared to commit mass murder on the scale of
Elijiah killing 850 pagan priests of Baal (1Kings 18:40). Jesus has no time for
such hatred and violence and rebukes his disciples for thinking it.

As followers of Jesus, as people working to make the Kingdom of God visible
and present now, we too have no time for violence aroused by racial hatred,
by beliefs in racial supremacy, by group identity (be that identity family,
racial, political, religious, philosophical).

Lord help us repent of our sins of prejudice.

The Two Parts of Justice
Tuesday, May 18, 2021

Luke 10:1-17

"When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house'." - NIV, Luke 10:5

I would like to serve as one of Christ's agents of peace. It is a big and
complicated job. It takes more than invoking a blessing such as "Peace to this
house" (although I kind of like that as a greeting.)

Peace demands justice with kindness and mercy (Micah 6:8). And justice
demands more than simply offering fair opportunities, it also demands repair
of past wrongs. Peace requires, along with the work for justice, the longing for
reconciliation. Such repair includes feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,
visiting the dispossessed (Matt 25:36-46), healing the sick, redistributing
wealth (Luke 1:51-53).

Lord, make us peacemakers.

Final Requirement for Peacemaking
Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Luke 10:17-24

"Jesus said, 'I know. I saw Satan fall, a bolt of lightning out of the sky. See what I've
given you? Safe passage as you walk on snakes and scorpions, and protection from every
assault of the Enemy. No one can put a hand on you. All the same, the great triumph is
not in your authority over evil, but in God's authority over you and presence with you.
Not what you do for God but what God does for you–that's the agenda for rejoicing'." -
Message: Luke 10:18-20

I left a bit out of yesterday's quote from Micah 6:8. The final requirement for
peacemaking, for doing justice, demands that we walk humbly with our God.
So, as we seek justice, to make amends for histories of racism, for economic
injustice, for personal harms, let us always remember we live in the loving
arms of God.

As a practical matter, I believe Bishop Desmond Tutu's Forgiveness Process
serves as a good template. First, we ask those who have been hurt to name
the injustice and their pain. We listen intently. Second, we emphatically
recognize the hurtful actions and the pain. Third, we do the best possible to
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repair the wrongs. Fourth, we ask and hope for, but do not demand,
reconciliation. Done prayerfully, I believe this can go a long way toward
creating the Kingdom of God on earth, here, now.

Lord, make us effective peacemakers.

Amen.

Is there a Loophole to Love thy Neighbor?
Thursday, May 20, 2021

Luke 10:25-37

"But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 'And who is my neighbor'?" - NRSV, Luke
10:29

In the story where the rich young man asks Jesus how to inherit eternal life,
Jesus answers to "follow the Law." When the young man didn't feel satisfied,
Jesus told him that he must sell all of his possessions give the money to the
poor, and then follow Jesus. (Mark 10:17-22) Jesus followed up with
comments to his disciples that a rich man getting into heaven is as likely as a
camel passing through the eye of a needle, something that seems impossible.

Maybe today's story is similar. The lawyer asks how to inherit eternal life.
Jesus answers, "follow the law." Loving your neighbor struck this lawyer as a
huge burden so he looks for a loophole asking Jesus to define "neighbor."

Jesus tells a parable about a man (we tend to assume a Jew) who got mugged,
robbed, and left for dead. A Levite (lawyer) and a Priest both avoid him. Then
along comes a half-breed, scum of the earth Samaritan (see Monday's
meditation) who shows mercy. Jesus offered the law-loving, law-abiding
lawyer the answer that your neighbor includes those you may most despise.
You still must follow the law and love them.

Whom do we most despise, and how do we love them?

Lord, help us neighbor well.

"Who is Going to Make Dinner Then?"
Friday, May 21, 2021

Luke 10:38-42

"As they continued their journey, he entered a village where a woman whose name was
Martha welcomed him."

Here are various lessons people take from the story of Martha and Mary:

The only important thing is to spend time with Jesus (a prideful
contemplative conceit?).
Both action and contemplation have value as ministries ("We don't want
to anger the Altar Guild." Rationalizing Jesus' apparent disdain for
Martha's work?).
Training for ministry is important. Women as well as men get taught by
Jesus (a feminist perspective?).

I don't know what to do with this story. It seems they are women of some
means, owning their own home and opening it to Jesus. I assume one of the
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disciple pairs for Chapter 10 came and said, "peace be upon this house" and
they were welcomed.

From John's gospel, we know Jesus loved both these women and their brother
Lazarus. I suspect they and Jesus were already good friends for Jesus to be
able to speak so bluntly to Martha.

I confess that if I were Martha, I'd snark and say: "Fine. I'll just sit here and
get the better part, too! Maybe you can pull a miracle and make dinner
appear!"

But I hope she recognized Mary needed the teaching, and she would support it
by finishing the preparations alone. I also hope the teaching concluded and
Jesus and Mary got up to help.

How do you respond?

How Fixed is the Nature of God Anyway?
Saturday, May 22, 2021

Luke 11:14-23

"By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons." - NRSV, Luke 11:15

I have a colleague from seminary who was trained as a curandero (or
traditional shaman healer) by his grandmother. Eddie did some of his healing
while working in law-enforcement doing victim/perpetrator reconciliation
where he helped families of murder victims confront the murderer and help
the murderer speak their accountability and regret for their crimes. Eddie did
some of the most holy and healing work I have ever seen.

When I told a group of chaplains about Eddie, one told me, in no uncertain
terms, that any healing by a curandero used black magic; that any healing that
happened came about at the cost of health to someone or something else. She
asserted it did not come from God but came from Satan.

My chaplain colleague had very fixed ideas about the nature of God, the world
and how you needed to live and believe to be a Christian. To believe what I
knew about Eddie threatened her belief system and hence she accused him of
fake healing under the authority of the Devil, or Beelzebub, just as did the
people whose beliefs Jesus' work threatened.

We easily demonize those we feel threatened by, even when the threat comes
from our imagination.

Lord, help us to be open to your truth and see the Christ in all people.
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