
Daily Meditations
September 20-25, 2021

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

PROPER 20:

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly;

and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold

fast to those that shall endure; through Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Mistaken Assumptions
Monday, September 20, 2021

2 Kings 5:1-19

"I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the
Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy!"" - 2 Kings
5:11b

This story is a fascinating comic series of mistaken assumptions. First, the king
of Syria assumes by sending the king of Samaria a fortune in silver, gold, and
garments he can buy a cure for his favorite general's leprosy. Second, when
the king of Samaria receives these lavish gifts, he is terrified that the king of
Syria is setting him up for failure by asking him for that which he cannot
provide: a miracle cure for Naaman's leprosy.

Clearly Naaman, the Syrian general, had an ego as large as his army. The
author of 2 Kings paints a vivid picture of the mighty Naaman with his horses,
chariots, and retinue of soldiers, all left standing in the dusty road in front of
the humble hut of Elisha, waiting impatiently for the Hebrew prophet to come
out and kneel before him and heal him of his leprosy. But Elisha does not
come out and further humiliates Naaman by sending out only his lowly servant
to convey his message. Naaman assumes that a grand display of healing
befitting his stature as a mighty general is the appropriate way to heal. He is
infuriated when the message from the prophet is a simple instruction to go

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+5&version=NRSV


and wash seven times in the puny little river Jordan rather than the mighty
rivers of Syria. When Naaman finally is convinced by his servant to get his ego
out of the way and grudgingly obeys the word of God, wonderful things begin
to happen.

May it be so for each of us.

Biblical Payback
Tuesday, September 21, 2021

2 Kings 5:19-27

"As the Lord lives, I will run after him and get something out of him." - 2 Kings 5:20b

This reading continues from yesterday the story of Elisha the prophet and the
Syrian general Naaman, in which greed now rears its ugly head. Gehazi, the
servant of Elisha the prophet, sees an opportunity too good to pass up.
Naaman, overwhelmed by joy at his miraculous healing of his leprosy, offers to
Elisha 10 talents of silver (about $12 million in today's currency!). And Elisha
turns it down! This is too much for Elisha's greedy servant Gehazi. After Elisha
goes back into his hut, Gehazi runs after the departing Syrian general and
swindles him out of 2 talents of silver. When Elisha later extracts a confession
from Gehazi about his scheming, he inflicts on Gehazi the leprosy of which
Naaman was so recently healed.

The message of this reading is crystal-clear: contrary to the "prosperity
Gospel" preached by notable televangelists, the gifts of God are not to be used
for personal gain.

Love Your Enemies
Wednesday, September 22, 2021

2 Kings 6:1-23

"Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink; and let them go to their
master." - 2 Kings 6:22b

In Matthew's gospel, Jesus says, "Love your enemies, and pray for those who
persecute you." (Matthew 5:4) This is to us a difficult and radical idea, but it
certainly did not originate with Jesus. Nearly 800 years earlier, the author of 2
Kings attributes the same idea to the prophet Elisha in the war between Aram
and Israel. Through his prophecies, Elisha has repeatedly kept the Israelites
one step ahead of the pursuing army of the king of Aram. In his frustration,
the Aramaean king has sent his troops to capture Elisha. But God has other
ideas, and at Elisha's request he strikes the Aramaean troops with blindness.
But, when the king of Israel wants to kill the helpless Aramaean troops, Elisha
directs him instead to prepare a feast for them and then to free them to return
to their native land. A great example of loving your enemies!

Mixed Messages
Thursday, September 23, 2021

2 Kings 9:1-16

"I anoint you king over the people of the Lord over Israel. You shall strike down the house
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of your master Ahab, so that I may avenge on Jezebel the blood of my servants the
prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord." - 2 Kings 96b-7

Much of the Books of 1 and 2 Kings deals with the continuing conflict between
the mighty prophet Elijah and king Ahab, who together with his bloodthirsty
queen Jezebel ruled with murder and terror over the people of Israel. After
Ahab's death, Ahab's sons continued to rule over Israel until Elisha, the
successor to the mighty prophet Elijah, anoints Jehu king of Israel at the
instructions of God.

In today's reading, Elisha selects one of his followers to bring news to Jehu of
his anointing as king. The young follower interrupts a council of Israel's
generals to speak privately to Jehu. They step into an adjoining room where he
privately anoints Jehu as king. Jehu then returns to his war council and
announces his anointing to the cheers and celebration of his generals. Note
that the anonymous young prophet far exceeded his instructions from Elisha.
His instructions from Elisha were simply to tell Jehu of his anointing. The young
prophet was apparently carried away in his enthusiasm to see the defeat of
King Ahab and his notoriously blood-thirsty queen Jezebel, because he ad-
libbed an instruction from God to destroy the whole house of Ahab.

Thus comes the beginning of the end of the house of Ahab and Jezebel as
prophesied by Elijah years earlier.

What Goes Around Comes Around
Friday, September 24, 2021

2 Kings 9:17-37

The sentinel reported saying, "The messenger reached them, but he is not coming back." -
2 Kings 9:18b

A popular definition of insanity is continuing to make the same mistake
repeatedly while hoping for a different result. In today's reading Jehu, the
secretly anointed king of Israel, has come near the camp of Joram, the current
king who is controlled by the wicked Jezebel. When the sentinel of Joram's
camp reports the approach to Jehu's troops, Joram sends out a messenger to
determine Jehu's intentions. But the messenger goes into Jehu's camp and
does not return, because he has joined with Jehu's army. So Joram sends out
another messenger, who again goes into Jehu's camp and does not return.
Then the sentinel recognizes the wild chariot driving of Jehu himself. Joram
finally understands that Jehu has rebelled against him and prepares for war. In
the ensuing battle Jehu kills Joram with a tremendous arrow shot. He then
instructs that the body of Joram be dumped in the vineyard of the murdered
Naboth, the very vineyard stolen by Ahab and Jezebel years earlier. This fulfills
the prophecy of Elijah against Ahab and Jezebel that in the same place where
the hapless Naboth was murdered, there would be the end of the house of
Ahab.

Family Tragedies
Saturday, September 25, 2021

2 Kings 11:1-20a

"Now when Athaliah, Ahaziah's mother, saw that her son was dead, she set about to
destroy all the royal family. But Jehosheba, King Joram's daughter and Ahaziah's sister,
took Joash son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the king's children who were
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about to be killed; she put him and his nurse in a bedroom. Thus she hid from Athaliah, so
that he was not killed; he remained with her six years, hidden in the house of the Lord,
while Athaliah reigned over the land." - 2 Kings 11:1-3

You are all familiar with the story of Moses. How an unscrupulous, paranoid
Pharaoh set about to secure his throne by eliminating any potential threats - in
the case of Moses, by killing all the male Hebrew babies in Egypt. But Moses'
brave and resourceful mother saved him by hiding him in a basket in the
weeds, where he was found and cared for by Pharaoh's daughter.

Today's reading changes the scene from the kingdom of Israel (the northern
kingdom) to the southern kingdom of Judah. After king Ahaz of Judah was
assassinated by Jehu, his mother Athaliah followed in her mother Jezebel's
footsteps by attempting to kill all the other members of the royal family,
including her own grandsons. Only Joash, the king's youngest son, escaped
murder because his aunt hid him in a bedroom in the Temple during the eight-
year reign of Athaliah as queen of Judah. Then the priest Jehoiada rebelled
against Queen Athaliah in a palace coup, murdering Athaliah and crowning
young Joash as king. So the violence infecting Israel's royal intrigues was
mirrored in the kingdom of Judah as well as in Samaria/Israel. Truly a plot
worthy of Shakespeare's tragedies.
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