
Letter from the RectorLetter from the Rector
"Take a Deep Breath" by Fr. Phil Mason

Editor's Note
The full newspaper article excerpted within Fr. Phil's column can be read at:
https://austonia.com/austin-gun-stores

I read an article today in a local Austin newspaper. The headline was
"The year of fear: Pandemic, social unrest trigger record gun sales in
Texas." It was rather frightening to read actually, for I see in the news
all too often a "shoot first and ask questions later" mentality arising in
the culture. The article described a huge increase in background
checks by the FBI, long lines waiting to get into shooting ranges, and

a very large number of applications for License to Carry permits.

The author, journalist Karen Brooks Harper, points mostly to fear somehow sparked by the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The article cited Michael Cargill, a local gun shop and
firing range owner. "Cargill said he has seen lines out the door and double the number of
students since March 13, what he calls 'D-Day,' the weekend the first wave of new
purchases hit."

Mid to late March is thought to be when the country became fully aware of the impact of
the deadly virus. The author also pointed to the unrest and violence that is appearing in
the streets and unrest and fear about the upcoming election.

"Cargill said, I ask people questions, when they come in the store, to see where their
heads are at." He said, "Everyone should just take a deep breath and settle down a little
bit. We need to be a lot nicer to each other. Worry about controlling yourself instead of
controlling someone else." Very good advice by a concerned gun merchant.

Let me be clear, I am not making an argument about gun rights–although it was
encouraging to see an article about citizens legally purchasing and licensing their guns. I
am very concerned about the unrest and fear that continues to arise in our cities and
communities in these very shaky and uncertain times.

There has been a lot of attention paid to the life of the late Congressman and civil right
activist John Lewis since his death last week. Lewis was a fervent proponent of non-
violent activism. I found the following to be a very prescient–I hope and pray prescient–and
moving. I will let Rev. Lewis speak for me:

"Anchor the eternity of love in your own soul and embed this planet with goodness. Lean
toward the whispers of your own heart, discover the universal truth, and follow its dictates.
Release the need to hate, to harbor division, and the enticement of revenge. Release all
bitterness. Hold only love, only peace in your heart, knowing that the battle of good to
overcome evil is already won. Choose confrontation wisely, but when it is your time don't

https://austonia.com/austin-gun-stores


be afraid to stand up, speak up, and speak out against injustice. And if you follow your
truth down the road to peace and the affirmation of love, if you shine like a beacon for all
to see, then the poetry of all the great dreamers and philosophers is yours to manifest in a
nation, a world community, and a Beloved Community that is finally at peace with itself." -
John Lewis.

Peace and love to all,
Phil+

Senior Warden NewsSenior Warden News
by Nancy Cooke-Jenkins

In my report at our annual meeting this past January, I spoke of a
period of transition, referring to our search for a new Rector. I used
words and phrases such as:

Strength
Patience
Cohesion
Confidence
Prayer and Scripture Reading

Little did any of us know how prophetic those words would become in our transition to a
"new normal" as we have all been adjusting to life as we now know it. Please remember if
you are feeling anxious, apprehensive, or just plain bored, Community of Hope and Fr.
Phil are here for you. We will be happy to listen, laugh, cry, and love with you over the
states of our affairs.

Along with the bleak, there is always good news to share. Congratulations to the SSES for
its grand opening of day care for two year olds! Space has been created in the nursery for
this very much needed accommodation for working parents. Robyn Bitzkie will be leading
the 2-year-old program.

Other good news. On Family Sunday, along with doughnuts being delivered for our kids
(and Fr. Phil and Charlie Henson), we will be hosting a virtual "Blessing of the Pets." Be
sure to Zoom in with your animal family members so that they may receive sanctification
and sometimes absolution!

As the heat continues its attempt to fry us, remember to stay inside if possible, hydrate,
and know that "this too shall pass."

Blessings,
Nancy

"Even the darkest night will end and the sun will rise."
- Les Misérables



From Your TreasurerFrom Your Treasurer
by Roy Buckley

June 2020 financial activity has given us considerable pause to
reflect upon the condition of St. Stephen's finances and the needs of
the congregation. Our budgeted expectations for the month
anticipated a $7,818 shortfall at the end of June. The actual deficit,
however, was $18,930, more than twice the size of that budgeted
expectation. Below is a summary of our Financial Activities
Statement for the June 2020 period, compared against May 2020
totals and cumulative year-to-date. Revenue categories are shaded
in blue, and Expense categories are in red.

These financial figures may reflect not only a downward trend of St. Stephen's revenue
stream, but may more importantly signal a growing need among our members for some
assistance, guidance, or spiritual support through the church in response to the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic. We may be witnessing growing feelings of anxiety and
uncertainty within our congregation at a time when our hopes are to see the spread of the
pandemic checked; yet only to find that the number of cases in the community on the rise.

Each of us are, to greater or lesser degrees, social beings who find comfort and support in
our Sunday gatherings. That we may not soon see an end to these times adds extra levels
of stress and uncertainty to our daily lives. St. Stephen's does have resources, both
financial assistance and personal interactions, that our members-in-need can rely upon.
We have some limited unrestricted funds that could be applied to help our members who
find themselves in critical need. Members who have health concerns can count upon a
helping hand from the church, whether it takes the form of meal assistance or some other
way to help organize and tend to their daily lives. It will be incumbent upon the church to
contact or look in on its fellow congregants to see what can be done by way of support
and care.

If some can find it in their hearts to lend a hand or offer some financial support for our
members-in-need, support for our Pastoral Care/Community of Hope Ministry or Special
Gift offerings, this will be a big help toward that end.



Our Vestry is committed to finding some solutions for those of us who are truly in need
and will be looking in on our fellow congregants to see what support is needed. We are not
in normal times, but that will not deter us in our support for those among us who are in
need of aid.

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please e-mail me.

FEATURE
SUMMER SERIES (PART 1):
PET & PARISHIONER PHOTO & NARRATIVE VIGNETTES

When it comes to pets, parishioners have proven that they love all
kinds of animals and truly find these pet family members to be gifts
from God. Did you know that that the Episcopal Church has an
official statement on animals that calls for the "responsible care" of
wild and domestic animals? Some of the topics covered in the
statement include: puppy mills, species extinction, and prayers for
services of the loss of a beloved animal. The entire statement can

be found on The Humane Society of the United States website.

PET BLESSING
This Sunday, July 26, at 12:15 p.m. CDT, we will all get an opportunity to meet some of
the varied pets of our church family during the virtual pet blessing. Be sure to Zoom in
during the Kid's Coffee Hour, known as Donut Sunday, to catch a glimpse of cats, dogs,
donkeys, bees, ducks, and deer. Zoom instructions and links for Sunday's virtual activities
which include: the pet blessing, Donut Sunday, and the Holy Eucharist Service will be sent
the morning of Sunday, July 26.

TRADING CARDS
Thank you to everyone for sharing photos of your precious pets. We collected more than
40! Elisa Webster did an incredible job taking your pet photos and turning them into
commemorative trading cards. On one side of the card is the featured pet and on the other
side is a bible verse. Each family with children and youth in our Sunday School will be
receiving their donuts and a set of the pet trading cards. Each parishioner that sent in a
pet photo to be included will be receiving their own single commemorative trading card of
their pet/s.

PET VIGNETTES
Over the remaining summer issues of your eNEWS, we will be sharing the pet photos with
you and stories about these special animals. In this issue, we get a sneak look at the four
legged living in the homes of our church staff.

mailto:rrb3982@rice.edu
https://www.humanesociety.org/sites/default/files/docs/episcopal-church-factsheet.pdf


Dixie is Lydia Baese's family dog
"We got her at the pound in San
Marcos when she was a few
months old. She's very sweet
and does not bark," shares Lydia.
For Lydia's Christmas present
one year, her family got Lydia a
DNA test for Dixie.

Webmaster Hunt Sparra waited
20 years to get his first pet,
Thomas the Pekingnese.

Facility Director Mike
Williamson's 6 year old dog
Beaux enjoys his babysitting
duties. Beaux is a Lab/Husky
mix.

Alexis and Elly are cherished pet
members of Jeannetta Watson's
family.

Family and Youth Minister Elisa
Webster's family has two dogs:
Thor (pictured here) and Poppet
(pictured in the last issue of
eNEWS).

Peaches and Rosie, Fr. Phil's
dogs, are regulars at the church
weekly staff meetings.

Facility Director Mike
Williamson's family also has a
second dog, Lex, a 14 year old
Lab/Pit mix.

Water Tech and Sunday Sexton
Lonnie Brown's dogs are mother,
Stormy, and son, Jim.

Pianist/Organist Allen Hennig's
cat, Stormy, is "like a hurricane
blowing into any room at full
throttle," says Allen as he
describes his feline pet family
member.

NEWS
QUARTERLY DEVOTIONAL BOOKS READY FOR PICKUP

August/September/October Forward Day to Day devotional books
are ready to pickup. Complimentary copies are in their usual spot in
a box on the table by the side of the Chapel.



ADDITIONAL SSEC FACE MASKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

The church office has additional SSEC face masks. If you would like
one and/or a second backup mask, these are ready for purchase
and will be mailed to your home. Please e-mail the church office,
office@ststeve.org, to let Lydia know how many to reserve for your
mailing. Face masks are $10 each. Please add an additional $2 per
order to cover the shipping charge of mailing your order to one
physical address.

To pay for the face masks, you may mail in a check made out to "St.
Stephen's Church" with "face mask" written in the memo line. Mail
checks to: St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 6000-A FM 3237, Wimberley, TX 78676.

You may also pay for the masks online by using the tithe.ly form on the church website.

INVITATION TO SIGN UP FOR ONE CALL NOW TEXT ALERTS

You are invited to opt-in for "One Call Now" text alerts from St.
Stephen's. Our first text to you is expected to go out next
week.

INSTRUCTIONS TO OPT-IN
text "ALERT" (using all caps) to phone number
22300

Once you follow the instructions above, you will be set up to
receive text alerts from the church. At any time if you choose to
no longer receive texts from St. Stephen's, you can text
"STOP" to the phone number 22300.

Examples of text alerts would be "heads-up" in nature and include weather-related
closures and delays and reminders that services and key meetings are about to begin.
The text messages are another way to keep you informed and meant to supplement the
other means of more detailed scheduled communication that you are accustomed to
receiving in the forms of newsletters, e-blasts, and social media posts.

If you have any questions or concerns, contact Lydia, office@ststeve.org.

DONUT SUNDAY, KIDS COFFEE HOUR, SUNDAY, JULY 26, 12 noon

Our volunteer donut delivery teams are standing
by and ready to drop off donuts and pet trading
cards to the Sunday School families. This
Sunday is lining up to be truly a virtual

mailto:office@ststeve.org
https://www.ststeve.org/online-giving
mailto:office@ststeve.org


extravaganza! Be sure to bring your donuts and
pet trading cards as you Zoom in to the
children's coffee hour.

SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2020
12 NOON CDT
ZOOM

Let us know during the Donut Sunday coffee
hour which bible verse is on the back of your
pet's trading card or which animal's photo
surprised you the most.

VIRTUAL PET BLESSING (ZOOM)
SUNDAY, JULY 26, 12:15 p.m. CDT

Fr. Phil will be waiting on Zoom during the kid's
coffee hour to start blessing those pet family
members at 12:15 p.m. on Sunday, July 26. All pets
are invited. Zoom instructions will be sent that
morning.

This is a unique opportunity to have your pets
included that might ordinarily have been a bit tricky
to wrangle into church. Since this year's pet
blessing is virtual, you don't have that issue. In fact,
if you've got internet wifi coverage, you can take
your laptop to the pet sunning in the patio chair, hanging out in pasture, or resting beneath
a cedar tree. So, why not bring your iPad, laptop, or smart phone to those outdoor ducks,
goats, donkeys, horses, burros, and beekeeper bees?

All are welcome to join us for the virtual pet blessing, whether you are free of pets or have
a dozen. We invite you to come and enjoy the wildly fun afternoon.

VIRTUAL PET BLESSING
July 26 @ 12:15 p.m. CDT

MINISTRY ACTIVITIES
CARES FOR KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY
IS 15 YEARS OLD

For 15 years now, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
has been providing funds for medical,
psychological, and dental care for children in the
Wimberley Valley whose families have no health
insurance or are underinsured. The Cares for Kids
ministry is made up of a team of St. Stephen’s
volunteers that also coordinates our church’s

donations for the Barnabas Connection’s Back to School Fiesta, which provides school
supplies and backpacks to students within the Wimberley ISD boundaries.

“We want to do what’s right for the children any way we can,” sums up Linda Reed, Cares
for Kids ministry contact, “whether it is helping them pay for an initial doctor’s appointment,
prescription, or be able to get school supplies before the start of school.”

The seed that created this ministry came from an interim rector who tasked a committee of
church volunteers to go out into the community and determine what are the greatest
needs. It didn’t take long for the committee to report back about the need for “last resort
money” to help families provide medical, psychological, and dental care for their children.



Shortly after, the Cares for Kids outreach ministry was formed and subsequently held its
first and only fundraiser, a golf tournament called “Play for the Punkins.” Proceeds from
that 2005 event provided the $16,352 “last resort money.” On the ground WISD school
nurses like our own Darelle Jordan and Katy Shugart (now retired) were set up to present
confidential referrals of need to the Cares for Kids team.

“We receive the referral form, which has information including what the needs are, whether
the parents are receiving assistance from any county, state, or federal program, and what
the approximate cost of the immediate need is,” explains Linda.

The Cares for Kids funds are intended for immediate single time needs rather than long-
term assistance. Examples might include: paying for a doctor’s visit for a child that has had
chronic ear infections or paying the fee for an initial counseling appointment for a child
thinking of suicide.

To date the Cares for Kids outreach ministry has been funded completely by that initial golf
tournament back in 2005.

“This ‘backup’ money has lasted a long time, and there is still money available for those
families with children in need,” smiles Linda.

If you would like to support St. Stephen’s Cares for Kids or wish more information, contact
Linda Reed, lindareed@austin.rr.com.

SESSION 8 CHAIR YOGA & GENTLE YOGA
AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW

Whether you prefer using a yoga mat or a chair for yoga, Carla
Daws has new routines that will work with both and are now
available on the church YouTube and Facebook. Thank you, Carla
Daws, for this ongoing yoga ministry that has expanded into a regular virtual offering.

Each session is a stand-alone and may be done in any sequence. To get started, wear
comfortable clothes, grab a sturdy chair for Chair Yoga and/or a yoga mat for Gentle
Yoga. It's always a good idea to have some drinking water handy too.

Did you know that Chair Yoga is one of the most popular forms of yoga? With each yoga
session, you will be building flexibility and strength. Carla recommends to shoot for three
sessions a week as an ideal way to receive yoga's full benefits for the body, mind, and
spirit.

YouTube Chair Yoga Session 8
YouTube Gentle Yoga Session 8

Facebook Chair Yoga Session 8
Facebook Gentle Yoga Session 8

TAKE 5: EPISODE 9 AIRS THURSDAY,
JULY 30, 10:00 a.m. CDT

During this coming week's Episode 9 of TAKE 5,
host Allen Hennig takes us into the St. Stephen's
Chapel for a tour of the organ. He reminds us that
the Chapel building was literally and figuratively
built around the donated organ. On an interesting
note, the organ was built backwards. Find out why in Episode 9.

We hope you can join us on YouTube or Facebook Thursday, July 30, 10:00 a.m. CDT to
hear the featured powerful hymn, "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" sung by Music
Director Anne Jones with organ accompaniment from Allen.

TAKE 5 treats our ears, eyes, and spirit to a five minute music break each Thursday

mailto:lindareed@austin.rr.com
https://youtu.be/6i52103MdNc
https://youtu.be/Zue-HnM-ojA
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=204339284322245
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=315577332953249


morning without even leaving our homes or work offices.

YouTube TAKE 5: Episode 9 link
Facebook TAKE 5: Episode 9 link

ROADSIDE CLEANUP DRY RUN COMPLETED & SEPT DATE SET

Our intrepid Roadside Cleanup ministry leaders:
Becki Smith, Jon Smith, Todd Schmidt, and Mike
Marcionetti did a trial cleanup this month in
preparation for a larger cleanup in September.
Although the trial cleanup was contained only to
the section on both sides of the church entrance,
you can see in the photo that the roadside
stewardship was sorely missed.

"We found during our trial run that it is very easy
to maintain social distancing during the actual
cleanup," Becki reveals.

With the success of the July trial roadside
cleanup, the ministry has set the date for the fall
cleanup.

ROADSIDE CLEANUP
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2020
(Pickup equipment and supplies in the
Courtyard beginning at 7:00 a.m.)

You may recall that the March 21 and June 13 quarterly roadside cleanups had been
canceled due to unknowns of the pandemic. At this time the Roadside ministry leaders are
confident that a September roadside cleanup can be done safely, pending weather or
other unforeseen circumstances.

If you will be new to roadside cleanups and wish to volunteer, please contact Becki Smith
who will direct you to any TxDOT training that is required ahead of time. All other
volunteers for September are also asked to contact Becki, colorsmith1@yahoo.com, and
let her know ahead of time that you will be coming so she knows who to contact should
there be any sudden changes.

In the meantime, for more information on this ministry, including age guidelines, please
visit the church website, https://www.ststeve.org/ministries.

ZOOM TIME WITH FATHER PHIL
(OPEN HOUSE STYLE) WEDNESDAYS @ 10:00 A.M.

Every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. CDT we are invited to Zoom-in and
visit with Fr. Phil about whatever is on our minds. Zoom Time is open
house style, meaning you can virtually stop by anytime beginning 10
a.m. until 11:30 a.m. CDT.

"It's a lot of fun. We have a good time and laugh a lot," assures Fr. Phil.

No appointment is needed, and you can use the same meeting ID and password each
week.

ZOOM TIME LINK
Meeting ID: 824 792 5886
Password: 2468

Thank you to Carroll Wilson and Tom Dawson for creating the entertaining theme song. To
listen, click here, and in no time at all don't be surprised if you find yourself singing along

https://youtu.be/cG_fp5F6FmM
https://www.facebook.com/961503583993812/posts/2094730057337820/
mailto:colorsmith1@yahoo.com
https://www.ststeve.org/ministries
https://www.ststeve.org/ministries
https://www.ststeve.org/ministries
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8247925886?pwd=ZUFTdFFrZlpZTkJkWGZUc1JvWHJsUT09&status=success


to the catchy ditty.

CHRIST CENTERED PRAYER

If you are interested in learning a form of centering prayer called Christ Centered Prayer
(CCP), e-mail Fr. Phil, pmason@ststeve.org, for an introduction. CCP meets via Zoom
every Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. CDT. A reminder with Zoom instructions is mailed to those
on the CCP roster.

COMMUNITY OF HOPE

Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?
To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you?

Each one of us, at some point or at several points in our lives, could use a "companion" to
walk with us during the challenges of our journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is
someone who cares about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what you
should do, will not take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be available to
you, support you, pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved. Please, if you
are walking alone, invite one to join you on your path.

JULY COMMUNITY OF HOPE CONTACTS
Sharon East, sharoneast2@gmail.com

Connie Maverick, joemaverick@verizon.net

IN THE LIFE OF SSEC

Trey Wilkinson's Christian Bar Mitzvah
Lisa Wilkinson, mother of Trey Wilkinson, shared
the news with St. Stephen's that her son had turned
13 years old this July and the family held a symbolic
coming of age celebration in the form of a Christian
Bar Mitzvah.

Blessings to you, Trey!

IN & AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Free Community BBQ
Hays County Law Enforcement is hosting a free community BBQ this Sunday, July 26 at
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post beginning at 11 a.m.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQNfZYHmLv0
mailto:pmason@ststeve.org
mailto:sharoneast2@gmail.com
mailto:joemaverick@verizon.net


SAVE THE DATE
SUN, JULY 26
Holy Eucharist Sunday Service (online), 10:30 a.m, YouTube,
Facebook

SUN, JULY 26
Donut Sunday: Kids Virtual Coffee Hour (online), 12 noon, Zoom

SUN, JULY 26
Pet Blessing (online), 12:15 p.m., Zoom

WED, JULY 29
Zoom Time with Fr. Phil (online), 10:00 a.m., Zoom

WED, JULY 29
Christ Centered Prayer (online), 5:00 p.m., Zoom

TH, JULY 30
TAKE 5 (online), 10:00 a.m., YouTube, Facebook

SUN, AUG 2
Holy Eucharist Sunday Service (online), 10:30 a.m., YouTube, Facebook

SUN, AUG 2
Virtual Coffee Hour immediately follows airing of Sunday service (online), Zoom

WED, AUG 5
Zoom Time with Fr. Phil (online), 10:00 a.m., Zoom



WED, AUG 5
Christ Centered Prayer (online), 5:00 p.m., Zoom

TH, AUG 6
TAKE 5 (online), 10:00 a.m., YouTube, Facebook

SUN, AUG 9
Holy Eucharist Sunday Service (online), 10:30 a.m, YouTube, Facebook

SAT, SEPT 19
Roadside Cleanup, 7:00-8:00 a.m. pickup equipment, Courtyard

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
(articles, photos, graphics)
WEDNESDAYS, 12 NOON

Jackie McFadden, Communications Manager, eeant@mac.com

Visit our Website

     
ANNIVERSARIES ASK & ANSWER BIRTHDAYS FLOWERS VISITORS
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