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Rev. Sandy Announces Rev. Sandy Announces 

Her RetirementHer Retirement

Joys and sorrows, comings and goings, 
successes and failures, planting and harvesting 
are a few of the paired opposites cited by the 
author of Ecclesiastes. The winds of change, like 
the Spirit, blow where they will. Seasons come and 
go. Remembering and trusting that underneath all 
apparent turbulence, is the fact of God's pervasive 
silence, stillness, mastery, and mystery. In such a 
presence we can only stand in awe.
 
This summer I will turn 71 and find myself being 

called to consider a new chapter in my priestly ministry. Yes, there is a "time for 
everything under heaven," and I believe in my heart that it is time for me to retire from 
parish ministry. The Bishop has asked me to remain in the diocese and continue my 
work teaching Christ Centered Prayer, CCP, holding workshops, and leading 
retreats. I plan to do this and look forward to seeing how the good Lord equips me 
and provides for this ministry. I have prayed about this for months, talked with trusted 
friends, and consulted with Bishop Reed. My decision did not come quickly, lightly 
nor without its biblical sense of appropriate sorrow and accompanying joy. 

Friday, May 31, 2019 will be my last day.
I have only sincere gratitude for the seven plus years I have served you and the 
Diocese of West Texas. You have been a most welcoming and supportive 
congregation and one in which I have delighted. We have worked hard and 
accomplished a great deal. We have "walked miles, and have yet more miles to go" 
as David Frost so aptly reminds us. Since I have never "retired" before, this is a new 
adventure for me as it will be for St. Stephen's. My prayer is for us to have a smooth 
and graceful transition. Bishop Reed assures me that the Diocese will accompany 
St. Stephen's in its process of discerning the next call of a rector to lead the 
parish. "What life and ministry is God calling St. Stephen's to?" This will an exciting 
question to ponder in the months ahead. Clergy come and go, but St. Stephens will 
always remain a mainstay of our Wimberley Christian community offering all of its 
gifts and resources. Remembering that while Sandy is moving on, God is staying 
put! In the words of Jeremiah:

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord. 
"Plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come 

and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart." - Jeremiah

  

Your Vestry will play an important leadership role in the governance of the parish 
during the interim period. Bishop Reed will attend their retreat on February 1-2, 2019 
at the Fulkerson's lake house, answer questions, and lay out the schedule, 
procedures, and tentative timeline for the new rector search process. Betsy Aylin, will 
consult with the Vestry in processing this transition information. She has a deep 
working knowledge and awareness of our parish having worked with us over the 
past three years. Communication with you will be key, and you will be informed every 
step of the way. 

No official transition work will begin until after May 31, 2019.

Celebrating St. Stephen's, as the vibrant and loving parish it is with great potential, 



will most assuredly attract highly qualified candidates from throughout the 
country. We are poised to move forward as a healthy congregation, debt free, with 
Diocesan Support, and a strong Vestry leadership team. This is a recipe for success 
in bringing the gospel to people that God draws to our doors here in the beautiful Hill 
Country of Wimberley Texas! 

I want you all to know how deeply I have appreciated your presence in my life these 
past 7+ years. We have been through a lot, weathered a few storms, and come round 
right. You have all worked hard and accomplished a great deal. There is much for 
you to celebrate. In my opinion we are in a very good place to respond to God's 
promptings to move forward as we continue to fulfill our vision statement: "To know 
God in Christ and make God known through love, witness and service to all."
 
Thank you all for your love, prayers, and excellence.

Blessings, 

Sandy +  

FROM YOUR TREASURER:FROM YOUR TREASURER:

Joe BlanfordJoe Blanford

With the close of 2018, I wanted to let you know that we are
progressing towards our goal of 100% of all St. Stephen's families
pledging from the heart. These pledges help us better plan our
2019 ministries. I am happy to report that we now have pledges
totaling $505,066 or 94% of our dollar goal for 2019 with 67% of all
families pledging. THANK YOU 

Blessings, 

Joe

 Saturday, January 5, 2019 @ 11:00 a.m.

SSEC CHAPEL

The holiday season can seem very lonely, especially for those who have experienced
the death of a loved one. To acknowledge that loss, we invite you to attend a
Remembrance Ceremony and to share the hope that we experience as we continue
to live out our lives in the light of Christ. 

Please join us for this special ceremony on Saturday, January 5, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.
in St. Stephen's chapel. 

For more information, contact: Dot Green, 512-847-9370, or Becky Denton,

dentonrebecca1@gmail.com

CAMP SUNDAYCAMP SUNDAY

 Sunday, January 6, 2019

We'll be doubly blessed on Sunday, January 6th. It is both Feast of Epiphany and
Camp Sunday. Camp Sunday is a diocesan-wide fundraising event to benefit the
campers attending in the 2019 season. Gifts from this dedicated offering at both the
8:00 a.m. and the 10:30 a.m. along with designated on-line donations will be



earmarked for camp scholarships. You may not know this, but 1/3 of our camper
families rely on partial or full scholarship support to participate in the diocese's
camping programs at Camp Capers, Mustang Island, and Duncan Park.

In honor of Camp Sunday, at St. Stephen's, we will also be registering SSEC families
for the Mustang Island Family Camp Session 9: July 25-28, 2019. Registration will be
in McArthur Hall. A deposit of $125 per family will secure your registration.

  Wimberley Area Cancer Support Group Meeting
Wednesday, January 9, 2019 @ 11:30 a.m.

OFFSITE: Wimberley Chamber of Commerce, Members Room

The Wimberley Area Cancer Support Group, sponsored by St. Stephen's Church,
meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m. in the Chamber of
Commerce Members Room. Each participant brings a brown bag lunch. All who
have been diagnosed with cancer or in the past are invited to attend and share a time
of relaxation and conversation with others that share their experiences.

For more information, contact: Sharon East, sharoneast@verizon.net or Dave Boyd,

davemarcyboyd@anvilcom.com 

TED Talkers
Wednesday, January 9, 2019 @ 12:00 noon

McArthur Hall



Please join us for TED Talkers on
Wednesday, January 9, at 12 noon. We will
be watching "10 Ways to Have A Better
Conversation" by Celeste Headlee.

TED Talkers is held twice a month on the
second and fourth Wednesday. We watch a
pre-selected TED Talk video together at 12
noon, eat our brown bag lunch while
watching the video, and enjoy a facilitated discussion of the TED Talk. Coffee and
water are provided. It all wraps up by 1:00 p.m.

TED talks are videos created to provide information from a variety of people
knowledgeable on an immense number of topics; they provide information but also
invite conversation. Each is about 15 minutes long. If you are curious,
visit www.ted.com  and select and watch a topic of interest to you: science, ecology,
history, you name it!

TED Talkers is open to the general public, and you are encouraged to bring a friend,
neighbor, and join in our sure-to-be lively, mind-stimulating discussions. We'll have a
warm cup of coffee waiting and there's always room for one more.

TED TALKERS TED TALKERS 

WINTER 2019 SCHEDULE

JANUARY 9, 2019

JANUARY 23, 2019

For more information, contact: Jo Bourke,   jobourke33@gmail.com, 512-468-1267.

Deer Creek Eucharist
Wednesday, January 9, 2019 @ 3:00 p.m.

OFFSITE: Deer Creek Wimberley, 555 RR 3237, Wimberley 

On Wednesday, January 9th at 3:00 p.m., St. Stephen's will share a Holy Eucharist
service with the residents of Deer Creek as part of the Community of Hope's regular
2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month ministry. All are welcome.

Deer Creek Wimberley is located at: 555 RR 3237, Wimberley, TX 78676.

For more information, contact: Sharon East,  sharoneast@verizon.net.

CALLING ALL NEW KNITTERS!

Prayer Shawl Meeting
Thursday, January 10, 2019 @ 4:00 p.m.

Meeting Room #1



On most Thursday afternoons a group of knitters from
beginners to advanced meet at St. Stephen's Church in Meeting
Room #1. What you may not know, however, is that, "We'll do
whatever it takes if someone wants to learn to knit or crochet,"
assures Lynne Huston.

In 2019 the Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to increase their
crafters. Did you know that this ministry is open to both St.
Stephen's members and the community at large? Also, it is a
ministry that is suited to children, teens, and adults! So, feel free
to bring your whole family, neighbors, and friends to discover
what it's all about. Kids are welcome to attend with a parent or
by themselves. 

"Making a difference through the love and joy of knitting is pretty
powerful," explains Huston. "If you've always wanted to learn to knit, prayer shawls
are a great way to do it. When you get a note from a recipient or have someone tell
you how meaningful it was to receive a shawl, you'll be hooked. AND, it keeps your
hands busy while watching tv...there's no need for snacking!"
  
For more information, contact: Lynne Huston, hustonlynne@gmail.com

Confirmation/Mission Trip Meeting
Sunday, January 13, 2019, after 10:30 AM Service

McArthur Hall

YOUTH and their families are invited to join us
for our special meeting on Sunday, January
13, after the 10:30 a.m. service. We will be
planning our 2019 mission trip/s for sixth
graders through high school. In this same
meeting, we will also be sharing the steps
necessary for confirmation on Sunday, March
17, when the Bishop visits. Seventh graders
through high school are eligible for
confirmation.

Your input is crucial and will help make the
2019 mission trip/s possible. Please mark
your calendars and plan on coming to this
very special meeting to help us decide upon

chaperones, possible dates, and locations.

For more information or to RSVP, contact: Alli Regonini,  alliregonini@gmail.com, or call her

at 361-585-9671.

Great Generations Gathering
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 @ 11:30 a.m.

McArthur Hall



If you are retired or can get the day off, please join us for a fun gathering of music, 
food, interesting topics, and ministry. This month we will be hearing from Dick and 
Jane Dziezyk. They will be sharing their travel adventures in the Holy Land through 
words, pictures, and mementos. 

For more information, contact: Carroll Dolezal, carrolldolezal99@gmail.com

Newcomer Potluck Dinner
Sunday, January 20, 2019 @ 5 p.m.

OFFSITE: Rev. Sandy's Home

Newcomers are invited to Rev. Sandy's home for a potluck dinner and to get to know 
St. Stephen's.  Children are welcome. We love 'em! It's a great time to meet other 
newcomers and enjoy the famous hospitality of our beloved minister and Newcomer 
Coordinator, Robyn Sanders. 

For more information, contact: Robyn Sanders, rswelcomessec@gmail.com

 LIFE AT SSEC

December proved to be packed with merriment and fellowship for our St.
Stephen's family. We are grateful for each and every one of you and are excited
about all the new times we'll share in 2019.



News from the Diocese
New Communications Staffers

 
The Diocese of West Texas welcomes Emily Kittrell and Laura Kean McGrew to the
Diocesan Communications Department. Emily joins as the Director of Marketing and
Communications and Laura McGrew has been promoted to Communications
Manager.

"We are all aware of the importance that good communication is to the sharing of the



Emily Kittrell, 

New Director of Marketing and

Communications

Good News of Jesus, and to the entire mission of the Church. We are also all aware
of how the speed and complexity of communications continues to increase, and of
the challenges of simply being heard. In evaluating both current and anticipated
needs within the Diocese to communicate effectively and quickly in a variety of ways,
it became clear that we needed to increase our communication staff," explains
Bishop David Reed.

We welcome Emily and Laura to the work our Lord gives us to do in the Diocese of
West Texas!

Laura Kean McGrew, 

New Communications Manager

Free Dances for all of Wimberley
Sunday, February 10, 2019

OFFSITE: Wimberley Community Center 

We are all invited to the following schedule of free events showcasing some of our
very own local SSEC talented musicians as they perform in the Big Band
Dance/Concerts. Come on down to hear a great selection of Big Band era dance
music as well as a few jazzier tunes. Beat you there!

Sunday, February 10, 2019

In addition to the free dances, the Wimberley Valley Big Band also has a special line-
up of paid events, including one on New Year's Eve for you to gather those friends for
dancing and laughter. Visit jazztix4u@gmail.com. 

For more information, contact: Doug Gillory,  fossilridge1@gmail.com.

Community of Hope MinistryCommunity of Hope Ministry

  

Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?
To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you.
            



Each one of us, at some point in our lives, could use a "companion" to walk with us
during the challenges of our journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is
someone who cares about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what
you should do, will not take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be
available to you, support you, pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved.
Please, if you are walking alone, invite one to join you on your path. 

For more information during December and January, contact: Connie

Maverick,   joemaverick@verizon.net, or Sharon East, sharoneast@verizon.net.



UPCOMING SUBMISSION DEADLINES

The eNEWS is published on Fridays generally every two weeks and delivered
straight to your e-mail's in-box. If you have an e-mail address update, please make
sure to send these to the church office.

With more than 20 ministries and groups here at St. Stephen's Church, we've got a
lot happening! Help us cover your event by submitting articles, photos, and artwork
to: Communications Manager, Jackie McFadden.

UPCOMING DEADLINES:

12 noon Wednesday or earlier

January 16

January 30

February 13

SAVE THE DATESSAVE THE DATES

SAT, JAN 5, 2019

Remembrance Day Ceremony, 11:00 a.m., Chapel

SUN, JAN 6

Camp Sunday, Registration for Mustang Island Family Camp, both Coffee Hours, McArthur Hall

WED, JAN 9

OFFSITE: Wimberley Area Cancer Support Group, 11:30 a.m., Chamber of Commerce
Members Room

WED, JAN 9

TED Talkers, 12 noon, McArthur Hall

WED, JAN 9

OFFSITE: Deer Creek Eucharist, 3:00 p.m., Deer Creek Wimberley, 555 RR 3237

SUN, JAN 13

YOUTH Confirmation & Mission Trip Meeting, immediately follow ing the 10:30 a.m. service,
McArthur Hall

WED, JAN 16

Great Generations Gathering, 11:30 a.m., McArthur Hall

SUN, Jan 20

Daughters of the King Meeting, 12 noon, Meeting Room #1

SUN, JAN 20

OFFSITE: Newcomer Potluck Dinner, 5 p.m., Rev. Sandy's Home

SUN, JAN 27

Family Celebration Service, 10:30 a.m., Church

SUN, JAN 27

Annual Church-wide Meeting, 11:30 a.m., McArthur Hall

Are you on Facebook? St. Stephen's is!

Click here to visit our Facebook page 
and don't forget to LIKE and SHARE us!

 



Please contact the church office at 512.847.9956, Monday through Thursday, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Fridays 8:30 a.m. until 12 noon, if you have any

questions.


