
Daily Meditations
January 18-23, 2021

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
1 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

COLLECT: Epiphany 2

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine
with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and
obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

As the Fog is Swept Away
Monday, January 18, 2021

Isaiah 44:6-8, 21-23

I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, and your sins like mist; return to me,
for I have redeemed you. - Isaiah 44:22

This morning, like so so many other mornings this time of year, we awoke to a
dense blanket of fog. But by late morning the clouds were swept away by the
warmth of the sun, and it is as if the clouds were never here. The people of
Israel have been languishing in exile in Babylon. Isaiah is telling the desolate
and depressed Israelites that God's forgiveness is like the sun that has swept
away all their sins with the morning fog. They should stop obsessing about sin
and judgment and begin to live the resurrection life of the redeemed and
forgiven. That's the same Gospel message that Jesus gives to all those who
come to him for help or healing: "Your sins have been forgiven. Now go and do
likewise." So much of the popular misunderstanding of Christianity focuses on
sin and punishment, judgment and hell. But the Gospel message is clear:
Whatever we have done in the past, no matter how horrible or shameful, has
been swept away like the morning clouds. We're forgiven, saved, redeemed,
and free! Now, let's go live like it!

Recognizing the Pure Gift

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+44%3A6-8%2C+21-23&version=NIV


Tuesday, January 19, 2021

Isaiah 44:9-20

"Shall I fall down before a block of wood?" - Isaiah 44:19b

In today's reading, Isaiah gives us a caustic satire on the futility of idol
worship. In it, a man cuts down a tree, burns half of it for fuel to keep himself
warm and to cook his dinner, then carves the rest into an idol and bows down
to worship it. He emphasizes the irony of man worshipping something he has
made himself, as if the work of his own hands could save him.

Such an ancient story seems so far removed from our lives. Very few if any of
us carve idols with our own hands that we then expect to save us...or do we?
How many of us rely on the "work of our hands" to build up financial security,
or impressive resumes, or academic titles, or fame and respect and reputation,
and then expect those to be our salvation? But Isaiah reminds us that this is
nothing more than a desperate attempt to delude ourselves into thinking we
can control our own destiny. It is so easy to forget that all that we have is
pure gift, and our response to that should be gratitude and humility, not pride
or self-satisfaction.

Conduit for God's Grace
Wednesday, January 20, 2021

Isaiah 44:24-45:7

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue
nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him–and the gates
shall not be closed. - Isaiah 45:1

Today's reading is a fascinating intersection of scripture, history, and
archaeology. In 588 B.C. the Babylonian army overran the city of Jerusalem,
destroying the Temple and dragging the leading people of Judah off into exile
in Babylon. But in 538 the Persians conquered the Babylonian army and the
Persian king Cyrus released the Jews from captivity and allowed them to
return to Judah. He even supplied them with the means to begin rebuilding the
Temple in Jerusalem, as described in the book of Nehemiah. The so-called
Cyrus Cylinder, a cuneiform inscription on a clay barrel discovered in the ruins
of Babylon in 1879, praises King Cyrus for his glorious victory over the
Babylonians and portrays him as having been anointed by the Babylonian god
Marduk to capture Babylon and treat his subjects kindly, because Marduk was
angry that the Babylonians had ignored him.

But today's reading from Isaiah explains that it was Yahweh who anointed
Cyrus as his instrument to subdue Babylon and Israel's other enemies and to
return the Jews to their homeland in Israel, even through Cyrus was unaware
that he was acting as Yahweh's servant.

In my years of teaching, there have been times when someone has come to
me after a class and said that they found profound meaning in something I
had said. But when they quoted the "insightful" comment back to me, I
realized that I had not said that at all. But they heard what they needed to
hear at that moment. If we make ourselves open and available, we may all
have "Cyrus" moments where we act as a conduit for God's grace, even when
we are unaware of it!

Love in all Directions

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+44%3A9-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+44%3A24-45%3A7&version=NIV


Thursday, January 21, 2021

Isaiah 45:5-17

“Truly, you are a God who hides himself O God of Israel, the Savior." - Isaiah 45:15

When things are going badly, when one of my loved ones is sick or having
problems, I sometimes want to scream, "God, where are you? Why are you
allowing this to happen?" Isaiah here is voicing a similar complaint from Israel:
"God, where are you? Why have you allowed your chosen people to be
dragged off in chains and humiliation into exile?"

The image of the crucified Christ reminds us that God often does not act to
protect his loved ones from suffering, but he is most strongly with them in the
midst of their suffering. As the Franciscan monk Richard Rohr puts it in his
book, Immortal Diamond,

God's total commitment to love becomes a total commitment to freedom, which means
God had to give up all enforcement and control. God is clearly not a policeman. This is a
huge price for God and us to pay, which might well be revealed in the broken body of
Jesus itself. But there is no other way for God to act, for God is love itself (1 John 4:8, 16),
which seems to be the only kind of power God uses now, after the original omnipotence of
creation itself.

And as surely, as the glorious sunrise on Easter morning follows the darkness
and despair of Good Friday, the Resurrection reminds us that God's love is with
us all both now and all the way down to the grave and all the way up and
beyond the grave.

Count on the One Sure Presence
Friday, January 22, 2021

Isaiah 45:18-25

I did not speak in secret, in a land of darkness; I did not say to the offspring of Jacob,
"Seek me in chaos." - Isaiah 45:19
Chaos seems to be what surrounds us these days. With the continuous rise of
the terrible death toll for COVID-19 and the continuing political turmoil over
the presidential election, chaos seems to be the order of the day. We long for a
return to "normal," whatever that is. But it is clear that we will never return
exactly to normal, but instead we can at least hope for a sense of peace and
security amidst the strife. Jeremiah here reminds us that no matter how
chaotic things seem these days, we are called to continue to seek God, the
one sure Presence we can count on.

God is the One Doing the Carrying
Saturday, January 23, 2021

Isaiah 46:1-13

...even to your old age I am he, even when you turn grey, I will carry you. I have made,
and I will bear; I will carry and will save. - Isaiah 46:4

Even though my definition of "old age" keeps moving out in time with the
passing years, by almost any definition I am nearly there. I have long since
"turned grey," so Isaiah's prophecy certainly applies to me. In today's reading,

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+45%3A5-17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+45%3A18-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+46%3A1-13&version=NIV


Yahweh is comparing himself to the idols of the Babylonians. They must be
loaded on beasts of burdens and carried. But for the Israelites, God is the one
doing the carrying, from womb to tomb and beyond. Always and everywhere,
God is there, and they are in God.

Here's another way of putting it, in the words of Fr. Richard Rohr,

Your True Self is who you are, and always have been in God, and at its core, it is love itself.
Love is both who you are and who you are still becoming, like a sunflower seed that
becomes its own sunflower. Most of human history has called the True Self your "soul" or
"your participation in the eternal life of God."1

Perhaps John's first letter says it best: "God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God, and God abides in them."2

1. Rohr, Richard, Immortal Diamond: The Search for our True Self, 2013
2. 1 John 4:16b
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