
Daily Meditations
June 10-15, 2019

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year 1
and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Judy Aronow, Dave Boyd, Pat
Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, T. Cay Rowe, Lisa Wilkinson, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link.

PROPER 5:

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those
things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one god, forever and ever.
Amen.

Tearing Down Barriers
Monday, June 10, 2019

2 Corinthians 10:1-18

"The world is unprincipled. It's dog-eat-dog out there! The world doesn't fight fair. But
we don't live or fight our battles that way -- never have and never will. The tools of our
trade aren't for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that entire
massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped
philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose
thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ. Our tools are
ready at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of
obedience into maturity."

Most of 2nd Corinthians is a severe, sometimes harsh, sometimes sarcastic
letter of castigation of the Corinthians for having fallen away from imitating the
pure life of Christ and returned to their pre-Christian self-indulgence and sin.
In these early verses, Paul is defending himself, his leadership and teaching
since during his previous visit he was treated with blatant disrespect and was
deeply hurt and angered by this treatment. By the time of this writing, Titus
has shared with Paul that the Corinthians have at last repented and turned
away from their rebelliousness against Paul and God. Knowing this, Paul still
follows up with this "written rampage."

His defense is strong and eloquent, describing "smashing warped philosophies"
and "tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God." Paul is but the
messenger and what he offers the Corinthians is indeed God's Truth and not
his own. Paul understands this but fears that perhaps the Corinthians do not.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+10%3A1-18&version=MSG


Perhaps he feels the need to remind them that they are dealing with the
Almighty who sent Paul forth to share the Good News. Though Paul's hurt
feelings are clearly exposed in his sharp sarcasm, I believe he could have
accepted his rejection by the Corinthians as long as that rejection did not
extend to the Holy One who sent him.

Today is the Feast of St. Barnabas
Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Acts 9:26-31

"Grant, O God, that we may follow the example of your faithful servant Barnabas, who,
seeking not his own renown but the well-being of your Church, gave generously of his
life and substance for the relief of the poor and the spread of the Gospel; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen." - Collect for St. Barnabas

"Then Barnabas took him (Paul) under his wing. He introduced him to the apostles and
stood up for him..." - Acts 9:27

After Paul's (Saul of Tarsus) conversion, it was Barnabas who first presented
him to the apostles and the new Christians in the early churches. Since Paul is
so vexed by the behavior of the believers at Corinth, which we are learning
about in the readings, he feels the need to remind them that Barnabas (widely
known and respected) vouched for Paul's sincerity and described Paul's
dramatic conversion experience on the road to Damascus and reassured them
that Paul had continually grown in his faith and in his ability to speak the Good
News to others.

Paul also speaks of an earlier time when the new church was doing well,
growing everywhere and the new believers seemed steeped in "a deep
reverence" and gave evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit guiding and
strengthening them. I wonder how much time has passed since that time of
peace and the rebellion at Corinth, and the time of this harsh reprimand. I am
sure that, as well as his personal wounds from the rejection he has
experienced from the Corinthians, Paul also longs for that time of unity and
grieves its loss. In addition to his anger, he sincerely desires the church to be
whole and there be no division anywhere. He yearns for the Corinthians to
return to the ways of their faith and to that "deep reverence" of a united
fellowship filled with the Holy Spirit.

We can all profit from Paul's reprimand at some point in our lives!

An Apostle's Pity Party?
Wednesday, June 12, 2019

2 Corinthians 11:21-33

"Since you admire the egomaniacs of the pulpit so much (remember, this is your old
friend, the fool, talking), let me try my hand at it. Do they brag of being Hebrews,
Israelites, the pure race of Abraham? I'm their match. Are they servants of Christ? I can
go them one better. And that's not the half of it, when you throw in the daily pressures
and anxieties of all the churches. When someone gets to the end of his rope, I feel the
desperation in my bones. When someone is duped into sin, an angry fire burns in my gut."

Though Paul does express his pleasure that the Corinthians have at last
responded to correction, he also launches into a heated defense of his own
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authority, revealing even more clearly how deeply he has been hurt by his
fellow believers. Through his ministry he offers them the Gift of Life, of
everlasting life through Christ, yet even in the face of that unprecedented
offer, the members of the church at Corinth have the nerve to belittle and
criticize Paul and turn their ears to the empty rhetoric of false teachers.
Referring to himself as "the fool," he uses sarcasm in these passages to
shame the church at Corinth for their idiotic response to him. In verses 23-27
he feels it necessary to list and underscore his extensive suffering on Christ's
behalf compared to other leaders/teachers who may have caught the church's
imagination and "duped" them into sin. He clearly and humbly states that he
has reached the end of his rope now that, in addition to all of the indignities
and suffering he has endured, he must spend energy he no longer has settling
disputes, reprimanding trouble makers, and in general overseeing the many
"churches" in the area.

We hear also evidence of Paul's compassion, that he understands and can
empathize with the pain and doubt and confusion of others because of what
he has been through. He feels the desperation in his bones! And who could
blame him?

That Old Saw -- Strength in Weakness
Thursday, June 13, 2019

2 Corinthians 12:1-10

"I was given the gift of a handicap to keep me in constant touch with my limitations.
Satan's angel did his best to get me down; what he in fact did was push me to my knees.
No danger then of walking around high and mighty! At first I didn't think of it as a gift,
and begged God to remove it. Three times I did that, and then he told me, 'My grace is
enough; it's all you need. My strength comes into its own in your weakness.' Once I heard
that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit focusing on the handicap and began appreciating
the gift. It was a case of Christ's strength moving in on my weakness. Now I take
limitations in stride, and with good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size --
abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take over! And so the weaker I
get, the stronger I become."

Paul here presents the path to humility that has played out in his own life. Since he has
been accused of arrogance or a holier-than-thou attitude, he wants to put that criticism to
bed. He speaks openly of how God keeps him humble through some sort of "handicap."
Paul doesn't specify exactly what this is that he refers to as "gift," but that it definitely
brought him down. In fact, so humbled was he (and is still, I think) he says there is
absolutely no chance of his becoming "high and mighty" with the people he shepherds.

When first this limitation (in other translations the familiar "thorn in his side") struck him,
Paul suffered and wondered why he'd been so afflicted and, like his Lord before him,
pleaded with God to "let this cup pass." God responded with the beautiful and memorable
words "My grace is enough; it's all you need. My strength comes in to its own in your
weakness." How many of us have shared this same experience with Paul, and been forced
to learn the truth of admitting and accepting our inability to do something, finally
yielding? And hasn't the Holy Spirit always entered that empty space created by the
release of ego and self reliance in order to perfectly work out God's will, word, and work?
A difficult lesson to learn, and one unfortunately that we must learn over and over again.
Yet when we do, when we can accept our limitations, our humanity with grace and peace,
we can become the vessel filled with Christ that works wonders in this world.

Judge Not
Friday, June 14, 2019
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2 Corinthians 12:11-21

"I hope you don't think that all along we've been making our defense before you, the jury.
You're not the jury; God is the jury -- God revealed in Christ -- and we make our case
before him."

Paul feels judged by the Corinthians. He has heard gossip that his ministry is
nothing but an "elaborate" scam. He feels the need to remind them of who his
judge actually is and that he does not answer to them nor to any other of the
new Christians. He answers only to God the Father through the Son. In this
section of Chapter 12, Paul is really letting them have it. He's worked up a
head of steam. He's on a roll, and he is a passionate plain speaker. Yes, we
hear some self-pity and maybe even a bit of self-righteousness, but let's
remember that Paul is just a man and not a god. He is the Lord's mouthpiece
in spite of his human failings, still he manages to glorify God and exalt Jesus in
this rant and throughout his life.

Christ's Presence
Saturday, June 15, 2019

2 Corinthians 13:1-14

"Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in the faith. Don't drift along taking
everything for granted. Give yourselves regular checkups. You need firsthand evidence,
not mere hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. If you fail the test, do something
about it...We don't just put up with our limitations; we celebrate them, and then go on to
celebrate every strength, every triumph of the truth in you. We pray hard that it will all
come together in your lives."

We must not take our faith for granted, Paul says. We must always be aware
of Christ's presence within us, and not only be aware but celebrate, dance,
shout, and sing about that presence. And when we do meet an obstacle on
our way, we must offer grace and peace to that limitation or situation or
challenge, and in our acceptance of our troubles we become witness to
"firsthand evidence" of the working of Christ in our lives.

Test yourselves, Paul says. We know that scripture tells us God does not test
us, but Paul encourages us to occasionally examine our hearts/souls/minds.
We Episcopalians do so at least once a year during Lent, but I think Paul is
here exhorting us to do so on a regular basis. We are to look inside, look into
our hearts, look at how we have spent our time and energy, look at what we
value most and what work we have done to help others and to please God so
that we can celebrate "every strength and every triumph of the Truth" in us.

Thank God for leaders and teachers like Paul who are passionate about serving
the Lord and about guiding and edifying believers to live with more faith, to
share more love, to tender the care and grace of God to our fellows, to trust
more in the power of the Holy Spirit to help us live in a way that pleases God,
and to remember that whatever we think of the leaders God has placed in our
lives, however much we respect them, love them, wish to follow their
examples, they are but God's messengers and are human just like us. Our
ultimate authority is the Lord and no one else.
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