
Daily Meditations
November 29-December 4, 2021

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

Prologue: As you read these, Thanksgiving is over, and Christmas is
on the way. As I write these, I am quite late in submitting them to
my editor and to the church. I’ll do the best I can. Happy Holidays to
all. 

Monday, November 29th, 2021                     
 

“The Word Has Gotten Around”
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

 
“Do you know that all over the provinces …. believers look up to you? The
word has gotten around. Your lives are echoing the Master’s Word, not only in
the provinces, but all over the place. The news of your faith in God is out. We
don’t even have to say anything more – you’re the message.” The Message
Remix Bible
 
Here, Paul is commending the Church in Thessalonica for their practices of
their faith – their visible acts in following Jesus.
 
It is now, and has been, my dream that St. Stephen’s will be known “all over
the provinces” for the acts we perform in following the Master. It’s not that I
care about having some kind of great reputation in the Wimberley Valley. I
just want to be sitting at a table in a coffee shop in town and eves dropping on
a conversation at a nearby table, when I hear one of those folks say: “Oh
yeah, St. Stephen’s, it’s the church that is so involved in (fill in the blank).”
 
We have so much going for us, and we have a very enthusiastic new Rector
who is excited for us to get more involved in helping the less fortunate.

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1%3A1-10&version=NRSV


 
It’s time that we abandon living and loving in our parish for the purpose of
perpetuating the status quo at St. Stephen’s. It’s not what we were called by
Jesus to do. I think that Kevin likely has lots of great ideas for mission outside
the walls and acreage of our church. Let’s get behind him and ask him what we
can do to help.

Let’s BE the Message. I believe that’s just what Jesus would have us do. Thank
you, Jesus! TYJ   

Tuesday, November 30th                     

Corrupt Farmhands
Luke 20:9-18

 
“What do you think the owner of the vineyard will do? Right. He’ll come and
clean house. Then he’ll assign the care of the vineyard to others.” The
Message
 
Here, Jesus is referring to the Pharisees and Scribes and the Temple elite as
the corrupt farmhands who have not properly cared for his Father’s vineyard –
the church.
 
Do I think He’s going to come in and clean house? Well, that’s just not my
Jesus. I think if there was any house cleaning to be done by Jesus or God, it
would have been done a long time ago and it would be done repeatedly up to,
and including, today.
 
I think it’s up to us to clean our own house. I think it’s up to you and me to
care for our own piece of the vineyard – St. Stephen’s. So, what can we do as
farmhands in our little piece of the vineyard?
 
I believe that mission is the answer needed to strengthen our parish. We need
to get out of our own heads and concentrate on helping others. How can we do
that? Well, I have some ideas.

1.     We can offer every kind of support possible to Kevin – to include

encouragement, our hands and legs to do the work, and the necessary
financial support – to make our small vineyard a work in progress toward a
great Cabernet.
2.     We must work diligently to merge and marry the interests and the families

and staff of St. Stephen’s Church and St. Stephen’s School. We should all be
on the same page with the very best interest of those schoolchildren in mind.
They are our future.

These are just a couple of my thoughts on how to care for our little vineyard.
I’m sure that many of you have other ideas. Let’s share them with one another
and let’s get on with it. TYJ

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+20%3A+9-18&version=NRSV


Wednesday, December 1st                               
 

 Stuffed With Things
Isaiah 2:1-11

 
“ … their world is filled with hokey religion, and pagan hocus pocus, a world
rolling in wealth, stuffed with things, no end to machines and gadgets, And
gods – gods of all sorts and sizes …” The Message
 
Okay, here I am writing on the Old Testament scripture. It’s almost a first for
me. But it’s December, Christmas is coming, and it’s gotten me thinking about
priorities, and things and wants and a world rolling in wealth as children go to
bed with empty bellies.
 
So now I am trying to list my priorities – my gods with a lower-case g – that
are getting in the way of doing the things that I think Jesus tells me to do –
the things that I believe are right.
 
I’m no youngster. I’m in my 74th year these days. That god, that priority, for
me that is driving many of my decisions and actions is SECURITY. I am overly-
guarded by the fears of not having enough money, and the fear of critically
poor health (and its simultaneous effect on resources).
 
I never intended to live this long. None of the males in my family (until me)
made it past their early 60s. I’m in uncharted territory that I thought I’d not
need to plan for. But here I am, hoping to stretch the years a little longer
without calamity. Some would say: “Forget about it.” Well, I can’t do that! But
I can let the grip that this very real fear has on me subside a bit. Aside from
possibly going back to paid work at my age, my resources are fixed. As for my
health, I am trying to be a good steward of my body (with occasional minor
lapses like chocolate eclairs), and I cannot eliminate the possibilities of disease
or age-related worn-out parts.
 
So, our family will try to be conservative in resource management and as
generous as possible in giving to those folks and entities (including the
vineyard) that we believe will build a better world after we’re gone.

What are your gods? What are your fears? What are you going to do about
it.? TYJ

Thursday, December 2nd                      

Adequate
1 Thessalonians 3:1-13

 
“What would be an adequate thanksgiving to offer …” The Message

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+2%3A1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+3%3A1-13&version=NRSV


Paul is writing to the Christians in Thessalonica and asking them how he can
adequately thank God for them. As I read this, my mind turned to
Thanksgiving Day at our house. As I write these meditations, Thanksgiving has
yet to occur.
 
I know plenty of folks who are quite relaxed and capable of prayer at
mealtime. I am not. I am conflicted and doubtful at such times. Nonetheless, I
will offer a prayer this Thanksgiving over wonderful food and loving relatives –
nearly all of whom are unchurched. It’s a bit daunting for me. Often, I use the
words of others whom I have read – Wendell Berry is my favorite:
           
“When despair for the world grows in me and I wake in the night at the least

sound, in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, I go and lie
down where the wood drake rests in his beauty on the water, and the great
heron feeds. I come into the peace of wild things. For a time, I rest in the

grace of world, and am free.” (From the Peace of Wild Things)
 
But this year I will try very hard to express just what I am thankful for, and I
will end that list with Jesus. Maybe some of you can try to do the same over
your Christmas dinners. TYJ

Friday, December 3rd                                   
 

Spirited Dance
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

“We ask you – urge is more like it – that you keep on doing what we told you
to do to please God, not in a dogged religious plod, but in a living spirited
dance.” The Message
 
This is Paul again, writing to the Christians in Thessalonica.
 
You know, it’s hard for me to be living and spirited over a bunch of proscribed
rules. I just can’t look at it that way. I want to be alive. I want to able to say
(when somebody asks me how I’m doing): “It just doesn’t get much better
than this!”
 
When I honestly try to do the things that Jesus told us to do, and when I
actually succeed at doing some of those things, I am full of life and full of
spirit. That’s the way I want to start and end every day. I try and often fail,
but I try again. TYJ

Saturday, December 4th                                  
 

The Largest Offering
Luke 21:1-19

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A+1-12&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%3A+1-19&version=NRSV


“Then Jesus saw a poor widow put in 2 pennies. He said “the plain truth is that
this widow has given, by far, the largest offering today. All these others gave
offerings they’ll never miss. She gave her all.” The Message
 
This story always gets to me at pledge time. I read a communique from the
church two days ago saying that the St. Stephen’s will be unable to meet all
the demands on its proposed budget due to lower than expected pledged
revenues. To me, that is very sad.
 
I heard the other day of millions of dollars in surplus revenue at a
“centerpiece” parish in the Diocese of Texas. I don’t want St. Stephen’s to
have excess revenue that we must find creative ways to spend. I don’t want us
to have a trust or an endowment.
 
But I do want us to have enough to do some of the great work that Kevin has
in store for us without having to gut staff or programs. Our expenses are not
excessive or lavish.

Let’s please try. TYJ

Connect with us

     

https://www.facebook.com/ststeveepiscopal/
https://www.instagram.com/ststephenswimberley/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmBnkLij8nRcabWBv40LaA

