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Principles 3 & 4: 

Complete the Past and Complete the Past and 

Envision AbundanceEnvision Abundance

Editor's Note: 

During the next few issues, Rev. Sandy will be sharing a total of
six principles that Jesus offered. Excerpts are largely taken from
the book, The Elephant in the Boardroom, by Carolyn Weese and
J. Russell Crabtree. Stay tuned next time for: create capacity and
fight the demons.

This is our second of three newsletter editions addressing the discipleship of
transitioning from one pastoral relationship to another. Reviewing Jesus' pastoral
transition from John the Baptizer's ministry to his own, and then from his own to that of
his disciples gives us an excellent model to follow. As mentioned last edition, Jesus
honored his predecessor and built health. In this issue, we will read about two more
principles of Jesus' transitional discipleship: Completing the Past and Envisioning
Abundance.  

PRINCIPLE 3: COMPLETE THE PAST

"Jesus understood John the Baptist's role as preparatory to his work; there was no
arrogance here relative to John. Jesus understood His own work as preparatory to that
of His disciples; he understood the past as the forerunner of the present. Just as the
tree carries its history in its rings, the present carries the past and gives it a new
surface. Jesus indicated that He did not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it. When
Jesus speaks about fulfilling the Old Testament, He does not mean "make it come
true." He completes it by giving it new meaning. Jesus knows the promised land is not a
piece of real estate or geography, but an eternal life.

*The default succession plan for k ings in the Old Testament is assassination. Often the entire
family is wiped out. One approach to the past is to k ill it, obliterate it. Egos do not want to
adopt effective ministries of the past...it wants "children" of its own. Better to think  in terms of
a "blended family." Effective new ministries yes, and preserve the past good ones.

Jesus did NOT deal with the past by assassination, but by completion. He assumed the
past was the necessary path to the present. The role of the new leadership is to
discover how to complete the work of a previous leader or take it to a higher level.
Jesus found it possible to frame his good work as the completion of the good work of
another." - Elephant in the Boardroom, pp. 20-21

Recently in our STORY group study we learned how Solomon's son, King Rehoboam,
botched his succession plan and how costly it can be. He did not "listen to the elders."
He did not show compassion on the people. He failed to see that he needed to earn the



respect of the people not assume it by birth rite. Rebellion resulted and the break up of
the people Israel (North and South) resulted in his failed transition. Transition by fiat
cost Rehoboam a rebellion that forever weakened the tribal alliances and split the
people, Israel. Conquest, suffering, poverty, and eventual deportation to Babylon
ultimately resulted. He changed the contract (not complete) with the people and the
results were legion. No transition need repeat that past!

PRINCIPLE 4: ENVISION ABUNDANCE

"I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have
been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am
going to the Father." -  John 14:12

"The task of forming and articulating a positive vision for the future does not end with a
pension for the leader. A leader following Jesus is called to articulate a vision for how
the Body can thrive in and through a leadership transition. Anything less is a failure of
discipleship.

Faith begins with imagination. The first step towards faith that the mountain will be
moved is the capacity to imagine the mountain moving. The leader must be able to
imagine a way to unfold a leadership transition that increases maturity, deepens
capacity, and fosters abundance rather than scarcity. However, imagination is not
enough. God's people may perish for a lack of vision, but they grow cynical when a
vision has no substance. As Ron Rand put it, 'Works without faith is a body without a
spirit. That's a corpse. But faith without works is a spirit without a body. That's a ghost.' 

The closer Jesus moved to his transition out of leadership, the more detailed he
became about what would happen next. Jesus gave clear directions: go into the village.
Find a man. Bring his donkey. He has an upper room. Prepare a meal. Meet me in
Galilee. Wait in Jerusalem. Every strategic plan should have a strategic target that lays
out a transition strategy. The transition plan should have a clear set of actions, with
accountability, time lines, and a budget. Envision abundance." - Elephant in the
Boardroom, pp. 22-23

Envisioning abundance as a principle of transitional discipleship is under way for St.
Stephen's. Your rector and Senior Warden have listened carefully to the Bishop's
directions. A plan is in motion to ensure a good transition. The Vestry has met, and a
commitment to be transparent in updating the parish every two weeks with a progress
report has been made. Prayers have been offered for guidance. Co-chairs of St.
Stephen's Search Committee have been discerned/identified (by the rector and Senior
Warden). Co-chairs have been notified and have agreed to serve. Chairs, Darelle
Jordan and Sharon East, along with Senior Warden Nancy Jenkins are now
praying/discerning/identifying potential search committee members. They will be a
representative cross section of our parish membership. Their names will be presented
to the Vestry for final approval. A commissioning of the Search Committee and chairs
will follow, before May 31, 2019. The committee will then be poised to "Complete the
Past and Build on Health and Envision Abundance." Under the guidance of the Spirit,
prayers of the people of St. Stephen's, practical coaching/support from our Bishops,
and authorized by Vestry, the committee will set about the task of discerning the next
rector's call to serve St. Stephen's. His/her name will be presented to the Vestry for
confirmation. With the Bishop's consent and recommendation of the Vestry, the call will
be issued. We have budgeted monies to cover the bishop's placement of an Interim
Priest to serve during the search process, and we have budgeted for projected
expenses. As you can see, St. Stephen's is on the road to a successful and
responsible search process. We are the beneficiaries of years of study on parish
transitions, and attentive to Jesus' model. We have much for which to be grateful. We
have excellent leadership in place with our Vestry, wardens, division leaders, and office
staff. Our efforts shall bear fruit, as we are in the hands of the Master Gardener, Jesus.

Next eNEWS edition, we will look at the last two principles: "Creating Capacity and
Fighting the Demons."    



Much love and gratitude to all, 

Sandy+

SENIOR WARDEN NEWSSENIOR WARDEN NEWS

CATCHING YOU UP ON SSECCATCHING YOU UP ON SSEC

First of all, wishing you a thoughtful and rejuvenating
Lenten season. Secondly, to clarify what is happening
with the Rector Search Committee; the Committee HAS
NOT been completed. The co-chairs, Darelle Jordan and
Sharon East, have been doing research and consulting with the past Chair to assure
us of the best representation we could hope for in our search. This is all preliminary
work. The actual search will not commence until after Sandy departs.

CONGRATULATIONS!

It is happy news for our new confirmation,
reception, and reaffirmation candidates:
Emily Brewer, Veronica Erwin, Carolyn &
Ed Galle, Kris and Paul Kennedy, Hope
McNabb, Aimee Robles, and Quin
Webber. We will officially welcome them to
St. Stephen's Church and into the church
family this Sunday, March 17, and Bishop
David Reed will be with us to officiate. 

APRIL 28, 2019: EXTRA
SPECIAL SAVE THE DATE

As announced recently in church; mark your calendars for Sunday, April 28, 2019.
Following the 10:30 a.m. service, the Youth will be hosting a mission trip fundraising
Taco Luncheon. This will also be our time to celebrate and appreciate Sandy and her
tenure at St. Stephen's.

We will share more details in upcoming eNEWS articles.

ELECTRO PURIFICATION CASE UPDATE

Patrick Cox, Ph.D., former Senior Warden, has graciously offered to continue to
represent St. Stephen's in the Electro Purification case concerning our groundwater.
He shared the following update with us from Trinity Edwards Springs Protection
Association (TESPA):

"...the parties and their representatives in the EP contested case met for a State Office
of Administrative Hearings ordered mediation. Although TESPA participated in the
mediation in good faith, the parties were unable to reach agreement on any issues
pertaining to the draft permit. We cannot say more than that as discussions at
mediation are confidential. At this point, we are proceeding to hearing, which is
scheduled for September 19-27 and we will continue working on the case."

Thanks to Patrick for his participation on this pressing issue. 

Remember that your Vestry welcomes your questions and input. Please feel free to
contact us with what's on your mind.  
 

Blessings, 
Nancy Jenkins



"All of us experience the desert, and it is in the desert that we can

rediscover trust in Jesus' love. We can reaffirm fidelity to him so as

not to break down under the blackness of the Good Friday cross.

Lent, as well as Easter, is our heritage." - Antoinette Bosco

St. Patrick's OfferingSt. Patrick's Offering
There will be a special St. Patrick's envelope offering on
Sunday, March 24, 2019 (delayed from March 17). The
envelope will be in your Sunday bulletin. We are asking
folks to add a few dollars to the envelope. These funds
will be used to supplement our building maintenance fund
to make the necessary repairs on campus. First Fruits
monies are being used for the many repairs already
made, but there are still numerous needs remaining on
the list. THANKS!

VESTRY REPORTVESTRY REPORT

Highlights from Vestry RetreatHighlights from Vestry Retreat

The Vestry retreat took place February 1-2, 2019 at the
beautiful lake home of Tom and Gina Fulkerson. The
retreat was facilitated by Betsy Aylin, and we had the
pleasure of Bishop Reed's guidance. Five clear and
specific goals were set by the Vestry for accomplishment
during 2019:

1. implementing and strengthening all existing programs by extending the role of lay
leadership

2. supporting the rector's on-going ministry as she transitions to retirement
3. establishing and implementing strategies to address welcoming newcomers and

visitors
4. reviewing current staffing needs and responsibilities
5. carrying out a successful transition to a new priest.

  

SSEC OFFERS SELF-GUIDED LENTEN PROGRAM
WWW.STSTEVE.ORG/LENTEN



For instant access to the 7-week curriculum, visit www.ststeve.org/lenten.

For more information, call the church office, 512-847-9956

 

Great Generations Gathering
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 @ 11:30 a.m.

McArthur Hall

All are welcome to join us at our next Great Generations Gathering (GGG),
Wednesday, March 20, 11:30 a.m. in McArthur Hall. It will be a time to enjoy lunch,
music, door prizes, and a fascinating program together. Our presenter will be Jesse
Huth, aka "Chicken-Boy," who is an expert on many kinds of feathered creatures, not
just chickens! He leads special tours related to his field and we are very excited to have
him with us for this fascinating program. Whether you are a bird lover or not, you will be
after this month's GGG. Feel free to bring a guest. This event is open to ALL!
 
For more information, contact: Carroll Dolezal,  carrolldolezal99@gmail.com.

 

Quarterly Roadside Cleanup
Saturday, March 23, 2019 @ 7:00 a.m.

McArthur Hall

We need your help making the St. Stephen's TxDot-designated section of FM 3237
look fantastic this Spring! On Saturday, March 23, we'll meet in McArthur Hall beginning
at 7:00 a.m. We provide the orange safety vests, trash and recycling bags, and
grabbers. So, come on by and pick these up as you enjoy a cup of coffee and snacks
to get you started for your morning's cleanup adventure. Remember to wear boots or
closed-toe shoes, gloves, and hats. Long sleeves are highly recommended for sun
protection. It's always a good idea to bring plenty of water, sunscreen, and insect
repellant as well.

This year's coordinators are: Becki and Jon Smith, Todd Schmidt, and Mike Marcionetti.

"We hope to have a crew of about 20 adults to assist in the process. The time
commitment won't exceed two hours," assures Becki Smith.

St. Patrick's Day may have passed by the time of our first cleanup on March 23, but



maybe the "luck of the Irish" will strike you. Some observant volunteers may even
stumble onto one of several one-ounce silver ingots, perhaps resting under the very
same roadside refuse you are clearing! It's a great time to join in on the merriment.

2019 ROADSIDE CLEANUP DATES:
March 23
June 15

September 14
December 14 

What you might not know is that the State of Texas has partnered with St. Stephen's for
more than a dozen years to maintain a five-mile stretch of FM 3237 that includes the
church, school, and cemetery. In fact, the Texas Adopt-a-Highway program began in
1963 as the first of its kind anywhere in the United States. Since then it has spread
around the world! That's right. We can be Texas-proud of this St. Stephen's Ministry.
Volunteers are always needed to make the work go faster and to help keep our
highways as pristine and note-worthy as possible.

Thanks so much for helping to beautify our spot of the Texas Hill Country that we call
home. 

For more information, contact: Beck i Smith,  colorsmith1@yahoo.com.

YOUTH NEWS: Fundraisers & Outing

Taco Fundraiser: Sunday, March 31

Final Taco Fundraiser: Sunday, April 28

There are only a few more opportunities this season to crunch into those lip-smacking
tacos served up by our SSEC Youth. Every taco purchased will get them that much
closer to their target in order to be able to travel this summer to Memphis, Tennessee
with Praying Pelicans Missions. To help the Youth in their final push to keep costs at a
minimum, mark your calendars now and plan on stopping by McArthur Hall to get your
crunch on.

 

Attn: All Youth & Families of Youth

To better plan transportation, please, remember to text Alli and let her know whether
you will be coming to the Sunday, March 24 Outing. We will meet at the church at 5:00
p.m. and then head out to P.Terry's and laser tag.

For more information, contact: Alli Regonini, alliregonini@gmail.com, RSVP: 361-585-9671.

 TED Talkers
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 @ 12 noon

McArthur Hall



Please join us for TED Talkers on Wednesday,
February 27, at 12 noon. We will be watching
"Three kinds of bias that shape your world view"
explained by J. Marshall Shepherd, professor of
Geography and Atmospheric Sciences at the
University of Georgia.

TED Talkers is held twice a month on the second
and fourth Wednesday. We watch a pre-selected
TED Talk video together at 12 noon, eat our
brown bag lunch while watching the video, and
enjoy a facilitated discussion of the TED Talk.
Coffee and water are provided. It all wraps up by
1:00 p.m.

TED talks are videos created to provide
information from a variety of people

knowledgeable on an immense number of topics; they provide information but also
invite conversation. Each is about 15 minutes long. If you are curious,
visit www.ted.com  and select and watch a topic of interest to you: science, ecology,
history, you name it!

TED Talkers is open to the general public, and you are encouraged to bring a friend,
neighbor, and join in our sure-to-be lively, mind-stimulating discussions. We'll have a
warm cup of coffee waiting and there's always room for one more.

TED TALKERS 
WINTER 2019 SCHEDULE

APRIL 10, 2019

APRIL 24, 2019

For more information, contact: Jo Bourke,   jobourke33@gmail.com, 512-468-1267.

 

Deer Creek Services
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 @ 3:00 p.m.

OFFSITE: Deer Creek Wimberley, 555 RR 3237, Wimberley 

On Wednesday, March 27, 3:00 p.m., St. Stephen's will share a Holy Eucharist service
with the residents of Deer Creek as part of the Community of Hope's regular 2nd and
4th Wednesday of the month ministry. All are welcome.

Deer Creek Wimberley is located at: 555 RR 3237, Wimberley, TX 78676.

For more information, contact: Sharon East,  sharoneast@verizon.net.







STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays (through April 12, 2019) @ 10:00 a.m.

Courtyard or Nature Trail

  
Stations of the Cross will be held at 10 a.m. on Fridays, and are led by our Lectors,
ending April 12. Prayer alternates between the courtyard and the nature trail,
depending on weather. This is a powerful discipline to augment scripture study, fasting,
alms giving, and worship.

  



LEM TRAINING AVAILABLE

St. Stephen's Licensed Lay Ministry is looking to add Lay Eucharist Ministers/LEMs. A 

LEM is a Worship Leader licensed by the Diocese of West Texas to deliver the 

consecrated elements at a celebration of the Holy Eucharist. We are in the process of 

scheduling training. The LEM training is usually two 60 minute sessions between the 

early and late services on a Sunday. Upon the completion of training, Lay Eucharist 

Ministers are assigned to one of our three teams. Each newly trained LEM will have a 

mentor assigned by their Team Captain.

Those who are now serving as LEMs find it to be a spiritual experience, "a humbling 

blessing to see the peace, joy, and wonder" on faces as they receive the cup at the 

altar. If you feel a calling to this ministry, or have questions concerning the ministry or 

training, please contact us.

For more information, contact: Charlotte Carter, charlotteanncarter@gmail.com or Sharon

Neukam, mrsnuke86@gmail.com.

  

SEEKING WEDDING COORDINATOR
PAID POSITION

If you have patience, flexibility, and creativity as your attributes and would enjoy on-the-

job training for coordinating the weddings taking place at SSEC, then let's talk! You can 

expect your new job to be exciting, dynamic, and customized for each one-of-a-kind 

wedding. 

For more information, call the church office, 512-847-9956

Life at SSECLife at SSEC

Have you seen it? Thanks to Karen Morris and the Altar Guild for preparing the SSEC

altar for Lent. It is ready and what a beautiful statement it truly makes!



Community of Hope MinistryCommunity of Hope Ministry

  

Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?
To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you.
            
Each one of us, at some point in our lives, could use a "companion" to walk with us
during the challenges of our journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is someone
who cares about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what you should
do, will not take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be available to
you, support you, pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved. Please, if
you are walking alone, invite one to join you on your path. 

For more information during February and March, contact: Becky Denton,

dentonrebecca1@gmail.com, or Dot Green, dotgreen@anvilcom.com .



UPCOMING SUBMISSION DEADLINES

The eNEWS is published on Fridays generally every two weeks and delivered straight
to your e-mail's in-box. If you have an e-mail address update, please make sure to
send these to the church office.

With more than 20 ministries and groups here at St. Stephen's Church, we've got a lot
happening! Help us cover your event by submitting articles, photos, and artwork to:
Communications Manager, Jackie McFadden.



UPCOMING DEADLINES:

12 noon Wednesday or earlier

March 27

April 10

SAVE THE DATESSAVE THE DATES

FRI, MAR 15
Episcopal Church Women's Exploratory Meeting, 10 a.m., Meeting Room 1

FRI, MAR 15, 22, 29
Stations of the Cross, 10 a.m., Courtyard or Nature Trail (weather dependent)

SAT, MAR 16
Confirmation Prayer Dinner (McArthur Hall) & Vigil (Chapel), 5:30 p.m.

SUN, MAR 17
Bishop's Visit & Confirmation Day, 10:30 a.m., Church

WED, MAR 20
Great Generations Gathering, 11:30 a.m., McArthur Hall

SAT, MAR 23
Quarterly Roadside Cleanup, 7:00 a.m., McArthur Hall

SUN, MAR 24
YOUTH Outing, 5 p.m., meet in McArthur Hall to carpool to P.Terry's and laser tag

WED, MARCH 27
TED Talkers, 12 noon, McArthur Hall

WED, MAR 27
Deer Creek Eucharist Service/OFFSITE, 3:00 p.m., Deer Creek Wimberley

TH, MAR 28
Vestry Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Meeting Room 1

SUN, MAR 31
Family Celebration Service, 10:30 a.m., Church

SUN, MAR 31
YOUTH Taco Fundraiser, both coffee hours, McArthur Hall

Are you on Facebook? St. Stephen's is!

Click here to visit our Facebook page 

and don't forget to LIKE and SHARE us!

 



Please contact the church office at 512.847.9956, Monday through Thursday, 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Fridays 8:30 a.m. until 12 noon, if you have any questions.


