
Daily Meditations
February 8-13, 2021

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
1 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

COLLECT: Epiphany 5

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that
abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

More than Magical Incantations
Monday, February 8, 2021

Mark 9:30-41

They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them,
"What were you discussing on the way?" But they kept silent, for on the way they had
discussed with one another which of them was the greatest.

How I might imagine the argument among Jesus' disciples:

"I'm more uncompetitive than you!"
"Nah uh, I'm the most uncompetitive."
"I'm so uncompetitive, no one would dare compete with me." (1)

Such goes the competition to be "the greatest." But, I really want to be the
greatest, so I'll try and do what Jesus says. So, I just need to figure out how
to be a servant of all (a servant? what?) and to do that, to earn Jesus'
welcome, I guess I have to welcome those like children in Jesus' name (in
Jesus' name?).

OK, now I'm going to get serious here. To do something in Jesus' name must
mean more than magical incantations like "I welcome you in the name of
Jesus." It must mean to embody the character of Jesus: to have an intimate
relationship with creation/creator; to love creation, creator, others, himself;
and moment to moment, to model how one lives in the Kingdom of God so
everyone can see it.

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A30-41&version=NRSV


I think I'm going to give up on earning Jesus' welcome and favor.

Help us, Jesus.

1. Credit for this line to my friend John Spiller.

Inside the Warm Glow
Tuesday, February 9, 2021

Mark 9:42-50

If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me it
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were
thrown into the sea. - NRSV Mark 9:42

Jesus seems to have a special concern for children who want to be with him.
He wants them welcomed and protected. I don't have a natural affinity toward
children. But, I have seen children drawn to, and glow in, the presence of
people in our congregation like Eve McAfee (God rest her soul), Darelle Jordan
(our Godly Play leader), and Tim Thompson (beloved Santa Claus, all year
long). They seem to me to model those Christ-like qualities of warmth,
compassion, caring, love, and protection these verses talk about.

Thank God for them and all those like them.

Amen.

What Do I Welcome?
Wednesday, February 10, 2021

Mark 10:1-16

Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never
enter it. - NRSV, Mark 10:15

I want to enter the Kingdom of God.

Therefore, I must welcome the Kingdom like a little child. But, what Kingdom
of God am I welcoming? Do I welcome a literal interpretation of Scripture, or
welcome an informed engagement and wrestling with Scripture? Do I welcome
a conformity to tradition, rules, and hierarchy, or welcome a dynamic
engagement with life and choosing moment and day to day how best to live?
Do I welcome and engage in sacred, redemptive violence (war, self-defense),
or welcome surrender to the powers of evil that might choose to kill me for
refusal to conform? Do I welcome the opportunity to walk in love with my
neighbors and community?

It's harder to welcome as a child when we lack a child's naivety.

Help us, Jesus.

The Great Reversal
Thursday, February 11, 2021

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A42-50&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A21-31&version=NRSV


Mark 10:17-31

Jesus said, "Mark my words, no one who sacrifices house, brothers, sisters, mother,
father, children, land–whatever–because of me and the Message will lose out. They'll get
it all back, but multiplied many times in homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and
land–but also in troubles. And then the bonus of eternal life! This is once again the Great
Reversal: Many who are first will end up last, and the last first." - The Message, Mark
10:29-31

Here's a message I don't hear from the "prosperity gospel" that promises
rewards for our sacrifices to God. I haven't heard the "prosperity gospel"
emphasize the increased "troubles" I can expect.

And where does this rich man of the story today get off feeling entitled to an
inheritance of eternal life? We probably feel the same way, feeling some
entitlement for being good people. I certainly have not stolen, murdered,
committed adultery, perjured myself. Or maybe we claim some special gifts
because of our baptism. I feel bewildered at the promise of more troubles and
no promise of being at the front of the line into the Kingdom. But, I think it is
true.

Help us, Jesus.

The High Cost
Friday, February 12, 2021

Mark 10:32-45

They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking on ahead of them;
and they were amazed, and those who followed were fearful. And again He took the 12
aside and began to tell them what was going to happen to Him, saying, "Behold, we are
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the
scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles.
"They will mock Him and spit on Him, and scourge Him and kill Him, and three days
later He will rise again."
Ok, Ok, Ok! I take it all back. I don't want to be the greatest (like I facetiously
said in Monday's meditation). I don't want to "inherit eternal life," like the rich
man in yesterday's meditation. I don't want a special place in line. I don't want
a special seat at the head of the table or special blessing like James and John
in today's reading. The cost just seems too high.

But still, I do want to radiate a welcoming love that leads others to glow like
my role models in Tuesday's meditation.

I do want to welcome, like an eager child, the Kingdom of God, to make it
visible and present in the moment and through my life. I can only try; I will
likely miss the mark. I recognize there is a cost, and that's scary.

Help us, Jesus.

The Needs at Hand
Saturday, February 13, 2021

Mark 10:46-52

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, "Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!" (48) Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-31&version=MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A32-45&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A46-52&version=NRSV


even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" - NRSV, Mark 10:47

In Thursday's meditation, I expressed some contempt for the rich man's sense
of entitlement. Today we read about blind Bartimaeus demanding mercy from
Jesus. Many sternly rebuked him and ordered him to stay quiet.

In our current social climate of division and economic disparity, the pleas and
demands of the people in need make us uncomfortable. They remind us of the
privilege we have that we would rather attribute to virtue than to luck. We
want them to keep quiet and get out of our sight.

What would Jesus do? Today's story shows us. He responds to the needs
before him.

Help us, Jesus.
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