
Daily Meditations
August 2 - 7, 2021

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

PROPER 13:

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it

cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your

goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Housebuilding
Monday, August 2, 2021

2 Samuel 7:1-17

"Are you the one to build me a house to live in?" - 2 Samuel 7:5b

David's ego gets the best of him, and God seems determined to take him down
a peg. At first blush, it seems that David wants to honor God by building him a
temple. But this is a little like the fabulously rich donor who makes a
contribution to build a special wing on the local hospital that will be named
after him. How much of that is a humanitarian gift, and how much is a sop to
his own ego? God points out through Nathan that at no time did God tell David
that he wanted a temple built to honor him...he has no need of that! This set
of mixed motives rears its head in the next generation when David's son
Solomon does indeed build a temple to the Lord, and then proceeds to build
himself a palace next door that is much larger and more grandiose than the
temple itself.1

Discernment is always a struggle to know God's truth. All of us want clear
signs given to us of the way to go, but it is rarely so clear-cut and obvious. In
most situations, God seems to operate as he did with Abraham in Ur, when he
called Abraham to go to an unknown land and basically told Abraham "Trust
me." Abraham stepped out in faith, and God delivered what he had promised.
If Abraham had not stepped out, he would never have known the grace of
God's promises.

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.blueletterbible.org/rsv/2sa/7/1/s_274001


Discernment can be like driving an automobile at night: the headlights cast only enough
light for us to see the next small bit of road immediately in front of us. Ultimately,
discernment requires our willingness to act in faith on our sense of what God wants us to
do. We need to risk making mistakes. We can dare to make mistakes because we know that
God has forgiven us when we are wrong.2

1. 1 Kings 7
2. Farnham, Gill et al., Listening Hearts: Discerning Call in Community, (Harrisburg, PA:

Morehouse Publishing, 1991), p. 27

Doing "God's Works"
Tuesday, August 3, 2021

2 Samuel 7:18-29

"...now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it may
continue forever before you;" - 2 Samuel 7:29b

The writers of the Old Testament loved playing with words and using phrases
that have multiple meanings. Thus the "house" of David simultaneously refers
to the temple that David wants to build and the Davidic dynasty that David
presumes God wants to establish. This concept is one of the most important in
the Hebrew Scriptures, because it is taken to mean that so long as a
descendent of David occupies the throne of Israel then God will bless Israel
and protect it. This becomes known as the Davidic covenant which seems to
hold true up until the Babylonian empire sweeps over Israel and holds it
captive nearly 500 years later.

Spiritual pride was obviously a pitfall for the ancient Israelites just as surely as
it is for us. As ministers, both lay and ordained, it's a particular danger to
which we are so susceptible. When we are doing "God's work," how often do
we relish the praises and compliments of people who tell us how successful we
are or what a great job we're doing! We may have prayed hard for God's help
when we undertook a difficult task, but how often do we remember to give him
the thanks and credit for success?

Mixed Motives
Wednesday, August 4, 2021

2 Samuel 9:1-13

"David asked, 'Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul to whom I may show kindness
for Jonathan's sake?'" - 2 Samuel 9:1

At first glance this question from King David sounds like a humanitarian
gesture to provide for the remaining son of King Saul, whom David succeeded
as king of Israel. But as we will see in future readings from 2 Samuel, things
are not often what they seem during the reign of David, who was beloved of
God, a fearless general, a master politician, adulterer, murderer, and much
else! Rather than charitably helping Mephibosheth, David may have been
protecting himself against a potential rebellion led by the only remaining son of
Saul.

When Jesus said, "blessed are the pure in heart," I wonder what he would
have thought about his ancestor David's political machinations?

https://www.blueletterbible.org/rsv/2sa/7/1/s_274001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/rsv/2sa/9/1/s_276001


Power Corrupts
Thursday, August 5, 2021

2 Samuel 11:1-27

In the letter [David] wrote, "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then
draw back from him, so that he may be struck down and die." - Judges 8:23

"Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely." This quote is often
mistakenly attributed to former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, but the
actual source is a 19th century letter from Lord Acton to Anglican Bishop
Mandell Creighton. As today's reading shows, the corrupting power of absolute
authority has a long history. It is also a very troubling example of how God
chooses to act through very imperfect people.

King David, the one anointed by God through Samuel to lead Israel, not only
commits rape, he then tries to pin the blame on Uriah, his trusted soldier and
cuckolded husband of Bathsheba. When the innocent Uriah inadvertently spoils
David's plans, David has him murdered by having his general Joab leave Uriah
exposed to an overwhelming fatal Ammonite attack.

And yet, David is favored by God and revered throughout Israel's history as its
greatest King.

Why would God choose to act through such a duplicitous and disreputable
character, and yet one who even a 1,000 years later was so revered that Jesus
is praised by being "Son of David?" I confess I don't understand.

David Repents
Friday, August 6, 2021

2 Samuel 12:1-14

"Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child that is
born to you shall die." - 2 Samuel 12:14

When David admits his guilt, Nathan assures him that he will not die, but
rather the child born from his rape of Bathsheba will die. I have great difficulty
believing that the God of love that I worship would cause a child to die as
punishment for David's incredible narcissism and murder of Uriah.
Nevertheless, that is the conclusion the writer of 2 Samuel wants his readers
to draw.

Widening Circles of Despair
Saturday, August 7, 2021

2 Samuel 12:15-31

"Thus says the Lord: I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house." - 2
Samuel 12:11a

This tragic chapter makes abundantly clear how the effects of sin spread out in
ever-widening circles of despair and woe far beyond the individuals involved.
As Nathan predicted, David's "house" will indeed be deeply troubled: His reign
is marked by incest and rape within his own family, and his own son Absalom
eventually usurps David's crown. This sows the seeds of rebellion that will tear
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the kingdom of Israel apart into two kingdoms, Israel and Judah, one of which
is destroyed by the dreaded Assyrian army and the other which is later taken
into captivity by the Babylonian Empire. Only a small remnant remains to
develop some 400 years later into the Israel of Jesus' time, a backwater vassal
of the mighty Roman empire.
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