
Daily Meditations
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The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

PROPER 9:

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and
our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted
to you with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Subscribing to Stories
Monday, July 5, 2021

1 Sam 15:1-3, 7-23

I've been thinking about stories lately. My daughter has asked me to share
with her, stories from my life.

George Packer, in an article titled "How America Fractured into Four Parts"
identifies four different foundational myths to which Americans subscribe:
"Free America," where the shackles of government are cast off; "Real
America," made up of salt-of-the-earth, hardworking people; "Smart America,"
made up of the meritocracy that believes we can achieve anything through
hard work if we have it, we earned it; and "Just America," that aspires to
equality of opportunity and equality of results for all people.

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2021/07/george-packer-four-americas/619012/

We all probably subscribe to some aspects of each of these mythic stories.

The stories of the book of Samuel document some of the mythic foundational
stories the Israelites told themselves about their beginnings. These stories
include the contradictions of whether a king is a good thing or a bad thing.
They include stories about the flaws and consequences of the flaws of their
leaders. And they tell very human stories about people, including Samuel,
Saul, and David, trying to do their best within their own limitations, and

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+15%3A1-3%2C1+Samuel+15%3A7-23&version=NRSV
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2021/07/george-packer-four-americas/619012/


sometimes failing.

Regarding your faith, to what foundational stories do you subscribe? When has
your choice of stories changed?

Saul and Samuel
Tuesday, July 6, 2021

1 Sam 15:24-35

Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned; for I have transgressed the commandment of the
Lord and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. Now therefore,
I pray, pardon my sin, and return with me, so that I may worship the Lord." - NRSV, 1
Sam 15:24-25

Saul had a habit of making rash decisions [ex. he ordered his troops to eat
nothing until the battle was won and then almost executed his own son for
having eaten some honey (1 Sam 13:24-30) or offering illegal sacrifices in
hopes of currying God's favor in battle (1 Sam 13:8-12)]. He ruled erratically
and harshly without the confidence his people would continue to follow. He
depended on Samuel's authority. Samuel had anointed him king, and Samuel
told him what God wanted. Saul wanted the glory and power that came from
the office but had no conviction of his own. He tried to follow "your words" and
"your Lord" instead of following the Lord himself. Saul didn't seem capable.

But the storytellers make Samuel out to be someone who perfectly hears the
words of God and who confidently and perfectly obeys those words. So, in this
story, Samuel kills King Agag, hacking him into pieces. This story falls into the
category of "hard texts" because it is hard to reconcile with our modern
sensibilities. These storywriters believed that any disobedience to God led to
fearful consequences. So, they had to write the story with God's command
obeyed.

To deal with this hard text, I tell the story that Jesus, through his life,
teaching, example, death, and resurrection, reveals the futility and impotence
of civic and religious violence. Samuel, like the storytellers, like the Roman
authorities who killed Jesus, like us, believed in the myth of redemptive
violence. Much of the Hebrew Scriptures exist to document the repeated
failures of such violence.

Lord, let us tell stories that lead us closer into your Kingdom. Amen.

The Youngest Over the Oldest
Wednesday, July 7, 2021

1 Sam 16:1-13

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. - 1 Sam 16:13

Samuel, in an act of sedition, but at God's command, sets out to anoint a new
king to replace Saul. Samuel visits Jesse in Bethlehem and examines Jesse's
sons. The oldest, and hence the one expected to be chosen, was a handsome
young man, but Samuel didn't choose him. Instead, he chose the sheep
herder, the youngest, the least among them.

The theme of the youngest instead of the oldest, the last instead of the first,
shows up repeatedly in Scripture: Jacob, son of Isaac, triumphs over Esau

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Sam+15%3A24-35&version=NRSV
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while stealing the birthright of the oldest son; Joseph, youngest son of Jacob,
ultimately triumphs over his older brothers. The storytellers typically portray
these youngest brothers as cunning, wiley, and resourceful. The storytellers
think of these youngest brothers as metaphors representing the people of
Israel as scrappy survivors. These stories got written during the Jews' exile in
Babylon and these stories helped maintain their morale and identity.

We tell our stories to create meaning for our lives, too. How, as we claim these
stories, do they give our lives meaning? Or do they? What stories about our
families, our heritage, our nation do we look for meaning? Do we want to write
a different story?

Lord, help us write stories that lead us into your Kingdom. Amen.

Seeing the Graces, Warts, and Foibles
Thursday, July 8, 2021

1 Sam 16:14-17:11

"I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite who is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a
warrior, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence; and the Lord is with him. " -
NRSV, 1 Sam 16:17

Here we have the Sunday School, sanitized version of the character of David,
beloved of God: "skillful in playing, a man of valor, a warrior, prudent in
speech, and a man of good presence; and the Lord is with him." And it
accurately describes David's character, to a point. The stories that come later
reveal him also to be an adulterer (2 Samuel 11:1-13), a murderer (2 Samuel
11:14-27), an over-indulgent father to his son, and a neglectful father to his
daughter when he excuses Ammon's rape of her with a "boys-will-be-boys"
attitude (2 Sam 13:1-22).

I think we need to see people fully, with all their graces and their warts and
foibles. I expect, and long for, high virtue in our civic leaders. I struggle to
know how to demand accountability and to have appropriate forbearance.

All our leaders possess virtues and vices. When do we forgive our leaders for
failing to live up to our standards: militant right-to-life stands; opposition to
the death penalty; not taking stands on any of our cherished issues? I don't
have an answer, but I think we need to give our leaders enough grace to be
honest with us, even if the honesty disappoints us. And we need as a
community to find non-violent ways to hold them accountable when their
failings seem unforgiveable.

Lord, help us know when to forgive when our leaders fail, and when to reject
them when they move beyond the pale. Amen.

Examining Mixed Emotions & Motivations
Friday, July 9, 2021

1 Sam 17:17-30

"The king will greatly enrich the man who kills him, and will give him his daughter and
make his family free in Israel." David said to the men who stood by him, "What shall be
done for the man who kills this Philistine, and takes away the reproach from Israel? For
who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?"
The people answered him in the same way, "So shall it be done for the man who kills

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Sam+16%3A14-17%3A11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A1-9&version=NRSV


him." (NRSV, 1 Sam 17:25-27)

David's three oldest brothers serve in Saul's army and stand in battle
formation against the Philistines. David, standing in the midst of the battle
formation, hears Goliath's challenge for a champion to represent the Israelites
in single, man-to-man combat. David, already secretly anointed to serve as
the next king, hears an opportunity to promote himself, get rich, and get the
king's daughter for a bride. He engages in bold, patriotic and religious talk
which gets him the attention of Saul. His older brother, probably already
jealous of David's anointing, recognizes and resents David's ambition. David
answers him with a coy non-denial-denial of "I'm only asking questions."

I have found I usually have mixed motives when serving in a leadership
position. I have found frequently that some people resent my having the
position. I want to serve well, and I long to be rewarded for it, at least through
recognition and appreciation. Jesus' disciples competed for who was the
favorite, who got to sit at the seat of honor. The storytellers in this reading
show us that David felt the same mixed ambitions as all of us and he had to
suffer the same resentments.

Lord, help us all to learn to follow your example of servant leadership. Amen.

There's a Place for Bravado and Humility
Saturday, July 10, 2021

1 Sam 17:31-49

But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a
lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after it and struck it down,
rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the
jaw, strike it down, and kill it. Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this
uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the
living God," - NRSV, 1 Sam 17:34-36

Here we have the sweet young shepherd boy, who plays the lyre and sings to
sooth the troubled soul of the king, now bragging like a TV professional
wrestler, "I wrestle my lambs away from any lion or bear that tries to take
them. If they fight me, I kill them with my bare hands. I plan to put down this
blasphemous Philistine the same way."

There's a place for bravado in leadership. You need to back up the bravado
with action. There's a place for humility in leadership. You need to
demonstrate it through listening and acting on wise counsel.

Lord, help us, and our leaders, choose wisely when we choose brave bravado
and when we choose brave humility. Amen.
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