
 

THANK YOU
Editor's Note:Editor's Note:

Christmas may have passed, but Rev. Sandy's gratitude to St. Stephen's is all year round.
The below letter was written by Sandy shortly after the holidays. 

Dear Ones,

I would like to thank each of you who donated to my Christmas Purse
from the bottom of my heart. Your generosity during the Christmas
Season towards me and your donations to the Church are signs of
gratitude and do not go unnoticed by myself and your Vestry. We all
work hard to serve you, and it is a joy.

With Deepest Gratitude and love, 

Sandy +  

RECTOR'S CORNERRECTOR'S CORNER
Part 2: 

Many Ways of KnowingMany Ways of Knowing

Editor's Note: 

This is the second part to Rev. Sandy's three part series
followed by excerpts from Richard Rhor's daily blog.

The lament of being "under water" is often heard in
offices, households, computer crashes, or sudden
unexpected internet disruption. I appeal to your
experience. Imagine a space person 1000s of years
from now, unfamiliar with English hyperbole/idiom,
attempting to decode an encrypted message
referencing a business "being under water," or a
human being a "fish out of water," let alone a man

named Jonah spending "three days in the 'belly of a whale'!" Yes, that is how the words
translate literally, but their intent is to convey another level of meaning. 



Language, whether written or spoken, is complicated. It is multivalent.
Inflection/repetition/tone of one's voice can drastically change the intended meaning of
the spoken word. I worked on a suicide hotline for many years. A midnight caller might
report, "I feel 'fine'," with a quiver in his/her voice accompanied by the sound of sniffling
tears on the phone line. The word "fine" meant anything but fine. When we encounter
sacred scripture (read or heard), it is wise to be sensitive to the many levels of meaning
and experience any given text contains and/or may conveys. Each time we pick up the
bible and open to a word of God we bring to that encounter our entire life history. As our
lived experience deepens and broadens over the years, so may our appreciation of any
given text. The written word on the page is the same, but we are not! Willingness to grow
in faith as the word of God reveals itself in new and exciting ways is a grace and gift. As
we continue with our STORY study, let us be open to transformation as we receive this
precious "gift" and savor its contents.   

In Christ, 

Sandy +  

Excerpt from Richard Rohr's Daily Blog "What Do We Do with the Bible?" (CAC
Publishing: 2018), 9-12, 14-15.

Jesus and the Bible: Many Ways of Knowing

Unknown to many post-Reformation Christians, early centuries of Christianity--through
authoritative teachers like Origen, Cyril of Alexandria, Augustine, and Gregory the Great--
encouraged as many as seven "senses" of Scripture: 

1. literal 
2. historical
3. allegorical
4. moral
5. symbolic
6. eschatological (the trajectory of history and growth)
7. primordial or archetypal (commonly agreed-upon symbolism)

These seven levels of text were often given serious weight among scholars. These levels were
gradually picked up by the ordinary Christian through Sunday preaching (as is still true
today) and presumed to be normative by those who heard them.

These different senses of Scripture were sometimes compared to our human senses of:
hearing, seeing, tasting, smelling, and touching, which are five distinct ways of knowing the
same thing, but in very different "languages." After both the Reformation and the
Enlightenment, Western Europeans reduced our ways of knowing to one for all practical
purposes--the supposedly rational/literal/historical. We have largely compacted and limited
the Bible to this single sense for several centuries now, both its Catholic and Protestant
forms. Our bandwidth of spiritual access to the Bible was consequently severely narrowed, it
seems to me--and as many would say--to the least spiritually helpful level. 

That something supposedly literally happened in one exact way, 
in one moment, does not, of itself, 

transfer the experience to
now,

me, or
us. 



I believe that such transference is the transformative function of any spiritual text.

The narrow, rational/literal/historical approach largely creates an antiquarian society that
prefers to look backward instead of forward. In my experience, it creates transactional
religion much more than transformational spirituality. It idealizes individual conformity
and group belonging over love, service, or actual change of heart.

Literalism was discredited from the beginning of the New Testament through the inclusion
of four Gospel accounts of the same Jesus event, which differ in many ways. Which is the
"inerrant" one?

The earlier centuries of Christianity were much closer to the trans-rational world of Jesus
and his storytelling style of teaching (which does not lend itself to dogmatic or systematic
theology). The Gospel says, "He would never speak to them except in parables" (Matthew
13:34). The indirect, metaphorical, symbolic language of a story or parable seems to be
Jesus' preferred way of teaching spiritual realities.

Almost all of Jesus' parables begin with the same phrase: "The Reign of God is like..." Jesus
fully knows he is speaking in metaphor, simile, story, and symbol. But in recent centuries,
many Christians have not granted him that freedom, and thus we miss or avoid many of
his major messages. We are much the poorer for it.  

2018 Contribution Statements2018 Contribution Statements

Have Been SentHave Been Sent

The 2018 SSEC Contributions Statements have been sent out
electronically for those with e-mail addresses on file. If you did
not receive your statement, please contact: Jeannetta Watson, jwatson@ststeve.org.

SENIOR WARDEN NEWS:

Significant Moments from 2017, 2018

Looking back at 2017 and 2018, as we did last Sunday during the
annual meeting, these were truly significant years in the history of St.
Stephen's Episcopal Church and School. I have been honored to
serve as your Senior Warden and humbled by what we achieved
during my terms as Senior Warden of the Vestry. Thank you to each
and every one as we continue to make SSEC a remarkable Jubilee Parish.

DEBT RETIREMENT: We retired the entire balance of our loan from the Episcopal
Diocese of West Texas in 2017.
EXPANDING MINISTRY & OUTREACH: Thanks to the efforts of our clergy, staff,
and the many volunteers at SSEC, we have increased our youth and adult
programming. In 2018, we embarked on THE STORY as the focus of our
commitment for members to have a study program for ALL ages and one that is
coordinated to our church services. 
ESTABLISHING FIRST FRUITS: With the success of this new dinner and auction
fall fundraising program, we are able to use the proceeds for improvements,
repairs, and enhancements to our church facilities and grounds. The Vestry plans
to continue this as a fall event. Exquisite catering was provided by Clint Carter,
Sommelier from Trattoria Lisina and their staff.
HONORING SSEC HISTORY & MEMBERS: An exceptional tribute on
Consecration Sunday, October 22, 2017, was held with Bishop James Folts and
many founders for our 40th Anniversary Celebration of the dedication of St.



Stephen's Chapel.
2017 CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY: The Vestry developed its plans for the past
two years based upon the tremendous response from our members and their
ideas, critiques, questions, suggestions, and spirit.
INVESTMENT IN CHURCH PROPERTY: We are making significant progress in
maintaining and improving our church buildings, facilities, and grounds, and our
entire 50-acre property. The St. Stephen's property is recognized as an
outstanding church in our Diocese and in Texas. We will continue these efforts to
provide a well-planned and sustainable program for its future.
IMPROVEMENTS IN KEY AREAS: We have been able to improve our ministry,
administration, finance, and communications to our members by providing more
frequent and comprehensive news and reports of SSEC. We achieve this through:
e-mails, electronic newsletters, website, and social media. We continue to better
coordinate and plan with St. Stephen's School to achieve the objectives of the
church and school.
PERFORMING AS FINANCIAL STEWARDS: We have provided more services,
increased income over projections, reduced expenses, and provided updated
financial information to our members through the St. Stephen's website. We have
also achieved clean audits by our independent auditors. We take a serious and
careful approach to the fiduciary responsibilities for our church.

To see my complete report and other reports delivered at the Annual Meeting held on
Sunday, January 27, 2019, visit ststeve.org.

From a personal standpoint, serving as Senior Warden of the Vestry for the past two
years has been very rewarding. We have acknowledged our past and honored those
who came before us. We have listened to our members and accomplished many goals.
We have a solid foundation for our future. Thanks to all our members, staff, and friends
for their commitments, resources, and efforts. 

Blessing & Peace to All for 2019 and beyond,
  







MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT:

Meditation Writers Team Provides Daily Support

Every week in our e-mail's inbox we receive six days worth of "food for thought," personal
stories, and insights courtesy of a behind-the-scenes ministry. These meditation writers
who provide our Daily Devotionals are led by: T.Cay Rowe and include: Judy Aronow,
Janice Bachardy, Pat Gillory, Frances McMaster, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll
Wilson.

They take the biblical readings from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer and
help us all understand the selected scriptures from the comfort of our homes or wherever
we may choose to read these. What we may not know or realize about this dedicated
group is that it takes each writer a day to a week to create the week's worth of
devotionals that we read and enjoy in a matter of minutes. It's a labor of love for these
ghost writers. It's also a wonderful weekly gift that we each receive and anticipate.

"The Daily Devotionals are a lifeline to St. Stephen's and a daily reminder of the
everyday saints around us. The inspiration of the writers never fails to draw me
deeper into the lectionary readings, opening my heart to the challenge and the hope
of living my faith," - Judy Holmes.

Besides gleaning insights into the chosen scripture from these writers, we also are
treated to getting to know them even better as we read their personal tie-ins. So, this
week when these scripture jewels with the author's often humorous and touching
additions arrive in your in-box, why not grab a comfortable chair and treat yourself to
some reading time. You just never know what you'll learn.

If you are interested in joining this behind-the-scenes ministry, talk with T.Cay Rowe,
rowe@anvilcom.com for more information.

Wimberley Area Cancer Support Meeting
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 @ 11:30 a.m.

OFFSITE: Wimberley Valley Chamber of Commerce, Members Room

The Wimberley Area Cancer Support Group, sponsored by St. Stephen's Church, meets



on the second Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m. in the Chamber of Commerce
Members Room. Each participant brings a brown bag lunch. All who have been
diagnosed with cancer or in the past are invited to attend and share a time of relaxation
and conversation with others that share their experiences.

For more information, contact: Sharon East, sharoneast@verizon.net or Dave Boyd,
davemarcyboyd@anvilcom.com 

TED Talkers
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 @ 12:00 noon

McArthur Hall

Please join us for TED Talkers on Wednesday, February 13, at 12 noon. We will be

watching "The Anthropology of Mobile Phones" explained by Jan Chipchase.

TED Talkers is held twice a month on the second and fourth
Wednesday. We watch a pre-selected TED Talk video
together at 12 noon, eat our brown bag lunch while watching
the video, and enjoy a facilitated discussion of the TED Talk.
Coffee and water are provided. It all wraps up by 1:00 p.m.

TED talks are videos created to provide information from a
variety of people knowledgeable on an immense number of

topics; they provide information but also invite conversation. Each is about 15 minutes
long. If you are curious, visit www.ted.com  and select and watch a topic of interest to you:
science, ecology, history, you name it!

TED Talkers is open to the general public, and you are encouraged to bring a friend,
neighbor, and join in our sure-to-be lively, mind-stimulating discussions. We'll have a
warm cup of coffee waiting and there's always room for one more.

TED TALKERS TED TALKERS 

WINTER 2019 SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 27, 2019

MARCH 13, 2019

For more information, contact: Jo Bourke,   jobourke33@gmail.com, 512-468-1267.

Deer Creek Eucharist
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 @ 3:00 p.m.

OFFSITE: Deer Creek Wimberley, 555 RR 3237, Wimberley 



On Wednesday, February 13, 3:00 p.m., St. Stephen's will share a Holy Eucharist service
with the residents of Deer Creek as part of the Community of Hope's regular 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month ministry. All are welcome.

Deer Creek Wimberley is located at: 555 RR 3237, Wimberley, TX 78676.

For more information, contact: Sharon East,  sharoneast@verizon.net.

The Music that Surrounds Us at SSEC

Adding a sweet not to our spiritual enjoyment at SSEC is the robust music ministry led by
Anne Jones. As recently reported during the annual meeting, St. Stephen's looks forward
to this music ministry growing and developing, and that's where you come in!

"ALL are welcome to join in singing God's praises at any time--no experience
necessary," encourages Anne.

We have three choices waiting for you:

1. MelodyMakers for those in kindergarten through sixth grade. Practices: Mondays
3:30-4:15 p.m., school music room during the school year.

2. Adult Choir. Rehearsals: Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 p.m., choir room behind McArthur
Hall.

3. The Half-time Band. Practices: Wednesdays, about an hour prior to the 6 p.m.
service. Contact: Joe Blanford, lazyboutpost3@aol.com.

Do you have more questions? We've got the answers, choir robes, and music sheets
waiting just for you. 

For more information, contact: Anne Jones,   anne.jones@ststeveschool.org.

 LIFE AT SSEC
At the church-wide annual meeting, we got to enjoy a mini movie, the 2018 wrap-up,
tacos from the YOUTH, and cake. MMM! MMM!



 Senior Warden Recognized by Lions, TIL

Congratulations x 2 Patrick!
 
St. Stephen's Senior Warden, Patrick Cox, Ph.D., was
honored by the Wimberley Lions Club with the Melvin
Jones Fellowship during our 50th Anniversary
Celebration. This is the highest award presented to
Lions for dedicated humanitarian services. THANK
YOU, Lions Club. We ALL know that they certainly
picked the right person to honor. 

Besides being honored for his humanitarian work,
Patrick is also being recognized for his literary
prowess. He will be inducted into the Texas Institute of
Letters (TIL) for contributing to the literary arts. He will
be recognized at the TIL annual Awards Weekend on
April 26-27 in McAllen, Texas. Our very own Patrick
Cox joins a distinguished group of writers and artists for

his work furthering the state of the literary arts in Texas.   

Buy a Brick or Bench and Support SSES



Tuition at St. Stephen's Episcopal School (SSES) covers 70% of the school's operating
expenses. Each year the gap is filled with generous donations and community
participation.

This year's annual campaign is spectacularly unique. SSES has partnered with
Wimberley Gardens to update and beautify an underutilized area of the school. You can
help by donating to the SSES Annual Fund and receive a customized brick or bench to
be placed in the renovated garden space.

Download your order form today. 

Orders will be taken through:
 THURSDAY, FEB. 28, 2019 

Thanks!

For more information, contact: Vickie Johnson, SSES Office, office@ststeveschool.org.

Community of Hope MinistryCommunity of Hope Ministry

  

Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?
To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you.
            
Each one of us, at some point in our lives, could use a "companion" to walk with us during
the challenges of our journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is someone who
cares about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what you should do, will
not take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be available to you, support
you, pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved. Please, if you are walking
alone, invite one to join you on your path. 



For more information during February and March, contact: Becky Denton,

dentonrebecca1@gmail.com, or Dot Green, dotgreen@anvilcom.com .





UPCOMING SUBMISSION DEADLINES

The eNEWS is published on Fridays generally every two weeks and delivered straight
to your e-mail's in-box. If you have an e-mail address update, please make sure to send
these to the church office.

With more than 20 ministries and groups here at St. Stephen's Church, we've got a lot
happening! Help us cover your event by submitting articles, photos, and artwork to:
Communications Manager, Jackie McFadden.

UPCOMING DEADLINES:

12 noon Wednesday or earlier

February 13

February 27

March 13

SAVE THE DATESSAVE THE DATES

SUN, FEB 10
Adult Confirmation Class #1, 12 noon, Meeting Room #1

SUN, FEB 10
Regular YOUTH Meeting/Confirmation Class, 5 p.m., McArthur Hall

WED, FEB 13
OFFSITE: Wimberley Area Cancer Support Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Wimberley Chamber of
Commerce Members Room

WED, FEB 13
TED Talkers, 12 noon, McArthur Hall

WED, FEB 13
OFFSITE: Deer Creek Eucharist, 3:00 p.m., Deer Creek Wimberley, 555 RR 3237

WED, FEB 13
Faithful Families St. Valentines Party, 6:00 p.m., McArthur Hall



SUN, FEB 17
Adult Confirmation Class #2, 12 noon, Meeting Room #1

SUN, FEB 17
Daughters of the King, 12 noon, Meeting Room #1

SUN, FEB 17
Regular YOUTH Meeting/Confirmation Class, 5 p.m., McArthur Hall

MON, FEB 18
Office Closed for President's Day

WED, FEB 20
Great Generations Gathering, 11:30 a.m., McArthur Hall

SUN, FEB 24
YOUTH Taco Fundraiser, after both the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services, McArthur Hall

Are you on Facebook? St. Stephen's is!

Click here to visit our Facebook page 
and don't forget to LIKE and SHARE us!

 

Please contact the church office at 512.847.9956, Monday through Thursday, 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Fridays 8:30 a.m. until 12 noon, if you have any questions.


