
Daily Meditations
January 11-16, 2021

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
1 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

COLLECT: 1st Sunday after the Epiphany

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit; Grant that all
who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and
boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Magnificence of Our God
Monday, January 11, 2021

Isaiah 40:12-23

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand,
Measured heaven with a span
And calculated the dust of the earth in a measure?
Weighed the mountains in scales
And the hills in a balance?
Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord,
Or as His counselor has taught Him?
With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him,
And taught Him in the path of justice?
Who taught Him knowledge,
And showed Him the way of understanding? 12-14

Following the readings from Sunday that we are all singing in our heads to
Handel's magnificent oratorio The Messiah, this next section of Isaiah 40 is like
a surfeit of riches: one dazzling selection following another.

The voice of this prophet sings down to us in lyrical questions, rhetorically
bringing us (and the exiled captive people of Judah in Babylon in the 500s
BCE) to wonder at and acknowledge the magnificence of our God.

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
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How can humans compare the power and majesty of YHWH to a human king or
ruler, be he ever so strong and magnificent in human terms? The king
oppressing the original audience of this writing was Nebuchadnezzar II, a
brilliant military strategist and the builder of the grand palaces of Babylon with
their "hanging gardens" written about extensively in ancient literature.
Nebuchadnezzar is commonly compared to Napoleon, but the Scripture
presents him as both "God's instrument against wrongdoers" (1) and the captor
who holds the people of Judah in Babylon.

Were the people discouraged? I would say yes. They believed that their God
had forsaken them and allowed Jerusalem to be destroyed and themselves put
into captivity. The first part of The Book of Isaiah is all about telling the people
that God had done this very thing and that they must repent. This middle
section is now telling the people to rejoice because the Lord is returning, and
they must welcome him. "Here is your God! See, the Lord comes with
might'..." (verses 9-10). We read this and think of our Savior; the people of
Judah would have thought of their Savior–YHWH.

Are we discouraged? Do we sometimes feel as if God has "left the room?" The
Book of Isaiah affirms to us that God does not forsake his people. In Sunday's
reading, "Every valley shall be exalted/And every mountain and hill brought
low;/The crooked places shall be made straight/And the rough places
smooth..." even those deep in our souls. Like the captive people of Judah, our
loving God has sent us salvation.

(1) https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nebuchadnezzar-II

What We Owe to Scripture
Tuesday, January 12, 2021

Isaiah 40:25-31

But those who wait on the Lord/Shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary/They shall walk and not faint. (31)

Most people are not aware of how much our language and therefore our
thought patterns owe to Scripture. The Book of Isaiah is a particularly rich
source of allusions and references, such as the one mentioned above, “They
shall mount up with wings like eagles.” Many songs of encouragement and
hope contain those thoughts, expressing a future of soaring strength. In
yesterday’s reading, “Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket” (verse 15)
employs a saying most of us have used, describing something so small
compared to the whole as to be insignificant. That same passage describes
how God will bring the captives to triumph. “And Lebanon is not sufficient to
burn,” (16) would correspond to our Texans saying, “S/he ain’t worth
shooting!”
In Sunday’s reading, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness;” “Prepare the
way of the Lord;” “Make straight in the desert /A highway for our God;” “Every
valley shall be exalted/And every mountain and hill brought low;/The crooked
places shall be made straight/And the rough places smooth; The glory of the
Lord shall be revealed,/And all flesh shall see it together;/For the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.” These glorious phrases find their way into our daily
conversations, not just in the exalted music of Handel.
In other places in The Book of Isaiah, “All we like sheep have gone astray”
(53:5), and “holier than thou” (65:5), and “For they shall see eye to eye”
(52:8), and “white as snow” (1:18), and “He was led as a lamb to the
slaughter,/And as a sheep before its shearers is silent” (53:7).
Although many of these have religious connotations for Christians, they are
just as often found in non-religious usages and conversations. In the New
Testament, Isaiah is quoted 419 times [2], with Jesus quoting from it at least
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11 times [3]. Interestingly, when Jesus begins his ministry in the synagogue in
Nazareth, he opens the scroll to the reading of the day: Isaiah 61.
What makes The Book of Isaiah so quotable? One scholar notes that “[i]t
contains the clearest Old Testament presentation of issues such as the
depiction of sin, the helplessness of the sinner, the marvelous love of God, his
provision of a Savior, and the calls to repentance and to faith” [4]. Perhaps
that’s why The Book of Isaiah is referred to as the fifth gospel.

[2] http://www.biblecharts.org/thebible/thetenoldtestamentbooksmostcitedinthenewtestament.pdf

[3] https://reasonsforhopejesus.com/old-testament-book-jesus-quote-often/

[4] Panati, Charles. Sacred Origins of Profound Things. 103.

Living Kindness
Wednesday, January 13, 2021

Isaiah 41:1-6

Everyone helped his neighbor/And said to his brother/Be of good courage..." (6)

During the past nine months, we’ve all seen instances of the verse above,
some incredibly heart-wrenching, some sweet, and some just the “milk of
human kindness.” I found this one inspiring:

Becky Wass wrote on social media, I’ve been feeling pretty helpless watching the news.
Maybe you have too? I wanted to do something about it, so I’ve made a postcard that I’ll
be posting to my older neighbours as this progresses (after washing my hands!).
If just one person feels less lonely or isolated when faced with this pandemic, then I’ll feel
better about it (I hope!).
Coronavirus is scary. Let’s make kindness go viral.”
In times like these, we see the human spirit rising up towards loving “one
another as God’s loves [us].”

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-cornwall-51880695

Every Human's Dream Come True
Thursday, January 14, 2021

Isaiah 41:17-29

“The poor and needy seek water, but there is none,/Their tongues fail for thirst.
I, the Lord, will hear them;/I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them.
I will open rivers in desolate heights,/And fountains in the midst of the valleys;
I will make the wilderness a pool of water,/And the dry land springs of water.
I will plant in the wilderness the cedar and the acacia tree,/The myrtle and the oil tree;
I will set in the desert the cypress tree and the pine/And the box tree together,
That they may see and know,/And consider and understand together,
That the hand of the Lord has done this,/And the Holy One of Israel has created it.  17-20

What an image! In the impossibility of a desert landscape with absolutely
nothing in sight for mile upon mile, a shady oasis appears, and not just a little
place, but a bountiful and richly abundant refreshment. It’s every human’s
dream come true when we find ourselves in that desolate place.
However, it is not a God-forsaken place! The prophet reminds the people held
captive in Babylon and us that God will provide.
So often we forget the fragility of our survival: most humans cannot exist
more than three days without water. We might not be able to forget the
physical need, but too often I forget my spiritual thirst, which is just as
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important. The writer of Psalm 137, one of the captives in Babylon, wrote, “By
the rivers of Babylon,/There we sat down, yea, we wept/When we
remembered Zion.” Physically, there was water; spiritually, there was desert.
In your time of distress, in that moment when it appears that there is no help,
hold fast to God’s promise to never leave or forsake us, and that Jesus offers
us “streams of living water.”

Both Ruler and Servant
Friday, January 15, 2021

Isaiah 42:1-17

Behold! My Servant whom I uphold,/My Elect One in whom My soul delights!
I have put My Spirit upon Him;/He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.
He will not cry out, nor raise His voice,/Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.
A bruised reed He will not break,/And smoking flax He will not quench;/ He will bring
forth justice for truth.
He will not fail nor be discouraged,/Till He has established justice in the earth;/And the
coastlands shall wait for His law.” 1-4

In our world, we often see our elected and appointed officials as figures of
power and authority, which belies the other term we use for them: public
servants. The words ruler and servant seem mutually exclusive, but here in
the first of the four “servant songs” or poems of Isaiah we see a different
picture.

According to the prophet, God invests his servant with power and approval,
but the servant does not loudly and proudly announce his presence or blow his
own horn, but comes quietly and without fanfare. God’s servant is gentle,
caring for those who are most vulnerable and weakened like a “bruised reed”
or just barely hanging on like “a smoking flax” wick flickering in a lamp.
“Bring[ing] forth justice for truth” implies a vindication of that which is truth.
To this prophet’s audience, the Scripture is that which is true, so reinstating
God’s Law is truth — which might not be an easy task. First, that which is
wrong has to be removed or purged, and an understanding of God’s truth must
be instated. For some reason, this reminds me of James 1:27: “Pure religion
and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” Not
easy either.
But this servant will not tire in or give up on his task, not until justice for all
comes about. Even the Gentiles will participate in this revolution (“the
coastlines” as opposed to the heart of the people, the Jews.)
Who is this servant?
Traditionally, the Jews regarded the entire Jewish nation as God’s servant.
Historically and prophetically, this passage is seen as foreshadowing the rise of
Cyrus of Persia who returns the exiles to Jerusalem. In some places, Cyrus is
referred to as a messiah or deliverer and therefore a servant of
God. Christians see “the suffering servant” as a foreshadowing or prophecy of
the coming of Jesus as the Messiah or Savior or Deliverer.
All of these being true to some extent, they are deep reassurances to those of
us needing a Savior.

Glorifying God
Saturday, January 16, 2021

Isaiah 43:1-13
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“But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob,/And He who formed you, O
Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;/I have called you by your name;/You are Mine.
(Vs1)
“Everyone who is called by My name,/Whom I have created for My glory;
I have formed him, yes, I have made him.” (Vs 7)

One of the first things we teach our children is their names, and although I
have been known to go down through the “roll call” of my children’s names
until I came to the one I had originally intended, there was never any doubt in
my mind or theirs (once I got there!) to whom that name pertained. Identity,
yes; the sense of belonging, yes; character association, yes; uniqueness, yes.
Your name carries an emotional and psychic load that goes beyond the
syllables or the spelling.
In the days of slavery in the U.S., slaves were known by the surnames of their
owners. Married women often assume the surnames of their husbands as a
sign of their honor or respect, not for legality or ownership. Children are
identified by the surnames of parents.
Biblically we know that God changed the names of several of his servants:
Abram to Abraham, Saraí to Sarah, Jacob to Israel, Saul to Paul, all signifying
a change of direction.
To these captive Israelites who had mostly been born in Babylon and had
never lived in Jerusalem, national identity was something to be grasped. God’s
saying he formed them, named them, and claimed them for his own is a
national lifeline, giving identity to these rootless souls.
God claims us also. We are known by the term Christians, but we could also be
called “followers of God,” “followers of the Way,” or “followers of Jesus.” As in
the passage above, we are created for his glory. What does that mean? How
do we glorify God who embodies perfection and needs nothing more?
To my mind, glorifying God is rooted in the Jewish shema, the prayer that
begins with Deuteronomy 6:4-5: “Listen, Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord
alone, and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your being,
and all your might.” If we honor God above all else, including ourselves, we
are glorifying God and recognizing no other gods before Him, such as self. How
this might look behavior-wise will depend on the individual. When we place
other gods as the rulers of our life, such as selfishness or ambition or greed or
whatever, then we are glorifying that god, not our Creator.
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