
Being Grateful, Mindful, and FlexibleBeing Grateful, Mindful, and Flexible
by The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert

Dear St. Stephen's Family,

As we approach Thanksgiving next week, I am mindful of all the things
to be thankful for in my life. Even in the midst of one of the hardest
years experienced in history I have a tremendous amount of gratitude.
The majority of that thanks I attribute to St. Stephen’s. Over the past
few months of serving as your rector, I have been blown away by the
warm welcome, great compassion, and positive energy exuded by all of
you. I am also very grateful for your flexibility as your church staff and

leadership maneuvers through the decisions and plans to implement re-gathering for our
church community. 

In the past month we have formed a re-gathering team to help coordinate and implement
our plan for having in-person in-building services again. As I hope you have heard, the
plan is to begin these services on Sunday, December 6th. Of course, a primary focus of
the team is to provide a safe and responsible opportunity for our community to gather.
Though our target date is December 6th, all in our community need to be flexible and
patient if those plans are delayed. As you are probably aware, the number of COVID-19
cases are on the rise. We are moving forward with our plans of re-gathering, but with an
honest and transparent reality that if the situation of increasing cases continues, we will
need to make the hard decision to postpone the December 6th opening. The re-gathering
team will be meeting on the morning of Monday, November 30th to make a decision
moving forward. I want you to be aware of this possibility that we may need to postpone
the in-person in-building services by a week or two. We won’t take this decision lightly, as
I know that everyone in the community desires to begin these services soon. Although this
is the case, the safety, health, and care of our community is of the utmost concern for me
and the team.

As we approach the holiday season of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas I encourage
you to be diligent in the necessary precautions to ensure your health and safety. Although
there have been positive strides made toward COVID-19 vaccines and their eventual
availability, we are not out of the woods just yet. As you gather with family and friends
during these next few weeks please be mindful of the health of yourself and those you
love. 

Throughout these trying times of the pandemic, I am continually reminded that God is ever
present. Psalm 46:1-4 comes to mind.

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we
will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains be

https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/Wimberley/WimberleyTurkeyTrot


toppled into the depths of the sea. Though the waters rage and foam, and
though the mountains tremble at its tumult. The Lord of hosts is with us; the
God of Jacob is our stronghold.” - Psalm 46:1-4

I implore you to know that God is with you every second of the day. And, please know that
I am available for you as well. If you are ever in need of a listening ear, don’t hesitate to
reach out.  God bless you this day and always. 

Peace,
The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert

Senior Warden NewsSenior Warden News
by Nancy Cooke-Jenkins

PASSING OF JAN STARK
As you are probably aware, long-time church member and volunteer,
Jan Stark, passed away, after years of struggle from brain tumors.
There will be a private family-only graveside service for her next week.
A Celebration of Life  in her honor will be held here at St. Stephen's in
spring 2021. We send our condolences to her husband, John, their
sons: Jack and Mason, and her other family members.

PRAYER WARRIORS
So many of us have received solace from the power of prayer during illnesses, losses, and
other life-changing events. The Pandemic of 2020 has given rise to many additional
requests to the Prayer Warriors by our church family for healing and protection due to this
disease. The leaders of this group, Elayne Leidecker and Cynthia Drake, work diligently to
act on these requests and before a prayer request can be passed along to the Prayer
Warriors group to pray for individuals, there is certain information that must comply by set
criteria. For those of us who are "new" to our community, and to those of us who may
have forgotten, please read the following criteria found below in the shaded box.

Let's all do our part to help the leaders help us. Prayer Warriors is a vital ministry that
enhances the closeness and unity of St. Stephen's.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
In closing, it's almost Thanksgiving!! Though it may look different to all of us this year, we
still have the spirit of family, food, and fellowship, whether in person or virtual. Your Vestry
wishes each of you a happy, safe, and healthy day!

Blessings,
Nancy

"At this time, it is now.
At midnight tomorrow, it will be now.

And at high noon in a thousand years, it will still be now.
Learning to respond now is all there is to learn." - Hugh Prather

PRAYER REQUEST CRITERIA

PRAYER REQUESTS ARE FOR
parishioners
family members of parishioners
former parishioners

PRAYER REQUEST SHOULD BE SENT BY
parishioner, or



family members of parishioner or
person who has permission to send a prayer request on behalf of parishioner,
family member, or former parishioner. This requirement is necessary, to honor and
protect privacy.
prayer request should contain: full name and relationship of person for whom
prayers are being requested.

PRAYER REQUESTS, REPLIES, AND UPDATES SHOULD BE SENT TO BOTH
Elayne Leidecker, el@austin.rr.com

Cynthia Drake, cdrake@drakegroup.com

From Your TreasurerFrom Your Treasurer
by Roy Buckley

The results from St. Stephen's Financial Activities Statement for
October 2020 have once again followed a familiar pattern set in the first
quarter of the year, in that Revenues continue to swing from levels high
to low, reinforcing our feelings of uncertainty in a year unlike any other
in recent memory. For all the details, see the chart at the end of my
column.

Pledge receipts fell to $25,711 for the month of October, falling $8,989
below September's posted Pledge receipts. Likewise, all other Revenue

categories fell well short of the marks set in September. October's cumulative Revenues
($26,066) fell $16,802 below September's totals and settled at $22,220 below budget.

Expenses continued to follow positive patterns set in prior months ($50,114 for the month),
leaving the Church in a fairly large deficit status for the month. SSEC's Operating Account,
however, retained sufficient resources to cover all obligations. It is with hope that we look
to November activities swinging back into stronger revenue patterns.

OTHER UPDATES: PLEDGING & REPAIR PROJECTS UNDERWAY
Speaking of Pledges, the Pledge Drive for 2021 has thus far booked 80 Pledge
commitments totaling $338, 839. This total, to date, is short of 2020's commitments. Even
knowing that 2020 has been a difficult year for all, we remain hopeful that our Members
will step forward and continue to support St. Stephen's as their circumstances allow.
Please keep us in mind as you make your way through Thanksgiving to Christmas. We
urge you to fill out the Pledge cards by the end of this calendar year.

As you may have heard, the mold remediation project in McArthur Hall is near completion
and the Choir Room and Meeting Room 1 will be completed soon. The exterior wall behind
both rooms will, however, require more extensive work to correct a ventilation and
drainage problem that caused the entire mold problem. The Vestry has approved a bid for
the exterior masonry work, and we anticipate the wall tear-down and rebuilding will start at
the end of November and hopefully be finished at year's end or the first week of January
2021.

In the meantime, we, at St. Stephen's, are most certainly looking forward to the coming
Thanksgiving holiday, and we wish our members a joyous and festive time with family and
friends. We ask that St. Stephen's be in your thoughts and prayers as the month of
November reaches its end and our thoughts invariably move toward the Christmas
season, celebrating our Savior's birth and the salvation He brought to all of us.

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please contact me.

Blessings to all!

mailto:el@austin.rr.com
mailto:cdrake@drakegroup.com
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mailto:roy.r.buckley@rice.edu


NEWS
FINAL VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULED

Mark your calendars! Fr. Kevin will be hosting ONE more virtual coffee
hour immediately following the 10:30 a.m. CST livestream/no in-
person Holy Eucharist Family Service this Sunday, November 22. We
will send coffee hour Zoom links on Sunday mornings to your e-mail's
inbox.

Last Virtual Coffee Hour
November 22

Watch your next eNEWS, for more December plans at St. Stephen's.

MORNING PRAYER, TUESDAYS ONLY,
COURTYARD

PLEASE NOTE: We will no longer hold a service on
Thursdays.

Weather permitting, St. Stephen's will continue to offer a Morning Prayer service on
Tuesdays in the courtyard at 9:00 a.m. This worship service follows the Morning Prayer
Rite II liturgy in the Book of Common Prayer. Lectors lead the Old Testament and New
Testament readings, and Fr. Kevin delivers a short homily. Readings can be accessed
through the church website, ststeve.org/morning-prayer.

At this time we will continue taking attendance, temperatures, and ask that everyone wear
their mask and follow social distancing guidelines.

Worship services are open to members and the community. All are invited and welcome.

WHAT TO BRING

https://www.ststeve.org/morning-prayer


your own chair
copy of your own prayer book

smart device (for accessing readings)
face mask (be sure to wear)

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY: WED-FRI

The church staff wishes you a very special day of abundance and gratitude this
Thanksgiving. May you find creative ways to celebrate with your extended family.

The church office will be closed all day
Wednesday, November 25
Thursday, November 26

Friday, November 27

The church office will re-open for regular hours on Monday, November 30 at 8:30 a.m.

SIGN UP FOR 1ST ANNUAL WIMBERLEY TURKEY TROT

The Wimberley Ministerial Alliance presents the first annual
Wimberley Turkey Trot 5K! In 2020 style, the event is going
virtual! Make sure to stretch your legs on Thanksgiving Day by
running or walking a 5K. Little ones won't want to miss the Kids
1K. All proceeds will benefit Operation Good Shepherd, a
community effort to support families and individuals in need in
Wimberley and the surrounding area.

TURKEY TROT REGISTRATION

FALL ADULT SUNDAY CLASSES WRAPPING UP

Fall adult bible classes have been wrapping up for the season. Watch your December
newsletters for January start dates and class descriptions of the new lineup.

LAST CLASS DAY SCHEDULE
Tuesday, November 24, Coed
Sunday, November 29, God & the Pandemic
Monday, December 14, Monday Bible Babes
TBA: Thursday Bible Babes

https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/Wimberley/WimberleyTurkeyTrot


DWTX CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINS SUN NOV 29

The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas' Cycle of Prayer begins on the First Sunday of
Advent, November 29, with the start of the Liturgical Year. Congregations and individuals
are invited to pray for all churches and ministries within DWTX and for the provinces,
dioceses, and bishops throughout the Anglican Communion. The 2020-2021 Cycle of
Prayer is available in English and Spanish, dwtx.resources.

COUNCIL DELEGATE SLATE WILL BE PRESENTED SUN, DEC 6

In the next few weeks you will be emailed the bios of the three new council delegate
candidates that will join Marsha Acock for 2021. The slate consisting of: Marsha Acock,
Evie Martin, Lynda McCrocklin, and Anita McNabb, will be introduced on Sunday,
December 6 at the 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service.

The Diocese of West Texas assigns the number of delegates that St. Stephen's will have
at the Council. We have been assigned four delegates for 2021. The 117th Annual Council
2021 will be held virtually February 26-27, 2021.

We would also like to thank the 2020 delegates for their service: Marsha Acock, Tom
Dawson, Sharon Neukam, and Katy Shugart.

EVIE MARTIN LYNDA MCCROCKLIN ANITA MCNABB

TO ANNOUNCE BIRTHDAYS & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES,
COMPLETE ONLINE FORM

If your special day, birthday or wedding anniversary, is coming up
and you would like the announcement displayed in the online
Sunday Bulletin, remember to complete the online form.

We announce these special days, with your permission, in
monthly blocks. Please complete the form two weeks in advance so
we have time to make sure it is displayed during the month you
indicate.

Online Birthday Announcement Form
Online Wedding Anniversary Announcement Form

MINISTRY ACTIVITIES

https://www.dwtx.org/congregational-resources/faith-formation-worship/cycle-of-prayer
https://www.dwtx.org/resources#faith-formation-worship
https://ststevewimberley.wufoo.com/forms/pck7bcp0fosi3o/
https://ststevewimberley.wufoo.com/forms/pck7bcp0fosi3o/


ATTENTION

A number of ministries will NOT meet during Thanksgiving
week. To check to see if your ministry is meeting, either
check the church web calendar, scan the "Save the Dates"
section in this eNEWS, or check with your ministry leader .

FAMILY SUNDAY IS CHOCK FULL OF
ACTIVITIES: NOVEMBER 22, 2020

The whole family is invited Sunday, November 22 to the
Log Cabin to make Advent wreaths together and then
invited to listen to the live-stream of the Family Service at
10:30 a.m. CST.

During our time reserved for Kingdom Kids (ages 7-9) and
Mountain Movers (ages 10-12) at 9:00 a.m. CST, we will
be making an Advent wreath to take home and making
several wreaths to be given to the local families in need
identified by our St. Stephen's Santa ministry. (See
separate article in this eNEWS for more information on St.

Stephen's Santa.) If you are unable to attend Kingdom Kids in person and would prefer to
join virtually, click the red button below "Zoom to Kingdom Kids" at 9:00 a.m. CST on
Family Sunday, November 22.

At the 10:30 a.m. CST live-streaming of the Family Service, Family & Youth Minister Elisa
Webster will be delivering the homily, "Christ the King, the Good Shepherd." Our Youth:
Charlie McNabb, Hope McNabb, and Emma Schmidt will serve as the family service's
readers and acolytes.

In addition to this Family Sunday's lineup of kid-pleasing activities, Elisa Webster invites
your family, children, and teens to a whole Advent season of fun, engaging activities to be
held in the Log Cabin. Advent activities include: making Advent wreaths, Chrismon tree
decorations, Christmas cards for Deer Creek residents, and practicing for the Christmas
play. You don't want to miss any of it.

Plans are also underway for prop making, costume retrofitting, and more – all in
preparation for the children's Christmas Eve program, "Not the Usual Pageant," to be held
December 24 at 4:00 p.m. We will have more details for you in the next eNEWS.

Whether you intend to participate in some or all Advent and Christmas children/family
activities, be sure that your children and teens are registered for this season's Sunday
School. That helps us be better prepared with enough supplies and to plan for proper
social distancing and other necessary safety precautions at this time.

If you are unable to come in person or would prefer to do the activities at home, please
contact Elisa, elisawebster9@gmail.com, so that she can verify your mailing address and
send you the matching kit/s.

Teachers Donna Hoyland, Melissa Odell, and Jamie Wallendorf look forward to seeing you

https://www.ststeve.org/calendar
mailto:elisawebster9@gmail.com


soon and wish you a "HAPPY THANKSGIVING!"

REGISTER FOR CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL

ZOOM TO KINGDOM KIDS

SANTA MINISTRY OPENING DAY/VOLUNTEER
SIGNUP: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Visit the St. Stephen's Santa webpage, ststeve.org/santa, for all the
details on this year's church-wide event. Unlike other years, most
of the activities can be done virtually including shopping and
signing up to volunteer. The Santa ministry leaders: Sharon Krebs
and Alexis Jones have been busy serving as Santa's elves,
creating a special Amazon Smile shopping page that contains all

the items on the wish list of the 80 kids/25 families in need in our own Wimberley Valley.
To shop online for these families, visit the St. Stephen's Santa webpage .

Want to know how you can help, or perhaps you prefer to help with a one-time donation?
You can accomplish this easily through the St. Stephen's Santa webpage .

This year's a little different, but the spirt of giving is as strong as ever.

If you have questions, please contact: Sharon Krebs, skrebs@realhound.com.

TAKE 5: EPISODE 26, THANKSGIVING EDITION,
AIRS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 10:00 a.m. CDT

TAKE 5 host Allen Hennig has chosen a fitting hymn for
Thanksgiving's edition, The Solid Rock. This hymn is
inspired by the biblical passage in Matthew 7:24.

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and
acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock." - Matthew
7:24 NRSV

We invite you to sit back and relax and hope you can join us Thanksgiving, Thursday,
November 26 at 10 a.m. CST.

YouTube TAKE 5: Episode 26 link
Facebook TAKE 5: Episode 26 link

GODLY PLAY ADVENT SERIES:
BEGINS SUN NOV 29, 2020

Darelle Jordan, Elisa Webster, and Tom Dawson will be
presenting several Godly Play recordings throughout this
Advent season for the enjoyment of all ages, especially those
ages 4-6. Watch your email for links to these special
presentations.

ROADSIDE CLEANUP SCHEDULED FOR DEC 12

The next roadside cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, December
12. This will be our last cleanup of 2020. To sign up, contact Becki

https://ststevewimberley.wufoo.com/forms/zumkcjb0y5aa48/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6618269756?pwd=U0ppN21MYmswdXNiUzlQVHdTUjZXQT09
https://www.ststeve.org/santa
http://ststeve.org/santa
http://ststeve.org/santa
mailto:skrebs@realhound.com
https://youtu.be/wHUNiMZq2VE
https://www.facebook.com/961503583993812/posts/2221089324701892/


Smith, colorsmith1@yahoo.com. You can sign up with a partner or
Becki can assign you a partner. Start time of cleanup is between
7:00-7:30 a.m. You will be provided with a TxDot orange vest,
collection bags, and an optional first come/first serve grabber.

"It's outside, we will socially distance, and wear our masks,"
assures ministry co-leader Becki Smith. "We need 20 volunteers to
do our 10 miles of roadside. Young adults more than 15 years are

welcome to participate with an adult companion. We really do need your help."

Participating in our quarterly cleanups is a great way to do your bit for the environment,
get some exercise, and visit a little. Becki would love hearing from you.

COMMUNITY OF HOPE

Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?
To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you?

Each one of us, at some point or at several points in our lives, could use a "companion" to
walk with us during the challenges of our journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is
someone who cares about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what you
should do, will not take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be available to
you, support you, pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved. Please, if you
are walking alone, invite one to join you on your path.

NOVEMBER COMMUNITY OF HOPE CONTACTS
Nancy Cooke-Jenkins, nancycookejenkins@gmail.com

Kristen Schmidt, kris10.schmidt@gmail.com

IN THE LIFE OF SSEC
This fall at St. Stephen's we have enjoyed each others company virtually and creatively in
worship together over Veterans Day weekend and in Sunday School classes offered by
Zoom. Take a look at just one of the many squash grown by Deborah Elliott's family.

mailto:colorsmith1@yahoo.com
mailto:nancycookejenkins@gmail.com
mailto:kris10.schmidt@gmail.com


SAVE THE DATE
SUN, NOV 22
Liturgy of the Word, courtyard, 8:00 a.m.
Kingdom Kids (Log Cabin & Zoom), 9:00 a.m.
Mountain Movers, Log Cabin, 9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School (McArthur Hall, Zoom), 9:15 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Sunday Service (Livestream no in-person), 10:30 a.m.
Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom), immediately following 10:30 a.m. service
Teen Meeting, Log Cabin, 5:00 p.m.

MON, NOV 23
Vestry Meeting (Zoom), 5:00 p.m.

TUES, NOV 24
Morning Prayer, courtyard, 9:00 a.m.

TH, NOV 26
TAKE 5 (YouTube, Facebook), 10:00 a.m.

SUN, NOV 29
Liturgy of the Word, courtyard, 8:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School (McArthur Hall, Zoom), 9:15 a.m.
Godly Play Advent Series (online), 10:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Sunday Service (Livestream no in-person), 10:30 a.m.
Teen Meeting, Log Cabin, 5:00 p.m.

MON, NOV 30
Monday Bible Babes (courtyard & Zoom), 12 noon

TUES, DEC 1
Morning Prayer, 9:00 a.m. courtyard
Companions: Women's Grief Support, 3:00 p.m., courtyard
Yoga, Outside, 4:00 p.m.,



WED, DEC 2
Christ Centered Prayer (Zoom), 5:00 p.m.

TH, DEC 3
TAKE 5 (YouTube, Facebook), 10:00 a.m.
Bible Babes (Zoom), 5:00 p.m.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
(articles, photos, graphics)
WEDNESDAYS, 12 NOON

Jackie McFadden, Communications Director, eeant@mac.com

Visit our Website

     
ANNIVERSARIES BIRTHDAYS FLOWERS VISITORS

Church Office open M-TH 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
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