
Daily Meditations
August 19 - 24, 2019

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
1 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Pat Gillory, Jay
Nickel, Bob Reed, T.Cay Rowe, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link.

COLLECT, PROPER 15:

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also
an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his
redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life: through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Am en.

The Fruitless Fig Tree
Monday, August 19, 2019

Mark 11:12-26

"As they left Bethany the next day, he was hungry. Off in the distance he saw a fig tree
in full leaf. He came up to it expecting to find something for breakfast, but found
nothing but fig leaves. (It wasn't yet the season for figs.) He addressed the tree: 'No
one is going to eat fruit from you again--ever!' And his disciples overheard him...In
the morning, walking along the road, they saw the fig tree, shriveled to a dry stick.
Peter, remembering what had happened the previous day, said to him 'Rabbi, look--
the fig tree you cursed is shriveled up!' Jesus was matter-of-fact: 'Embrace this God-
life. Really embrace it, and nothing will be too much for you. This mountain, for
instance: Just say, Go jump in the lake---no shuffling or shilly-shallying--and it's as
good as done. That's why I urge you to pray for absolutely everything, ranging from
small to large. Include everything as you embrace this God-life, and you'll get God's
everything. And when you assume the posture of prayer, remember that it's not all
asking. If you have anything against someone, forgive--only then will your heavenly
Father be inclined to also wipe your slate clean of sins'." - Mark 11:12-14, 20-26 The
Message

On first read, one might wonder if Jesus isn't acting a little petulantly. His
judgment and seeming curse of the fig tree seems out of place, out of
character. I remember, though, that throughout the Old Testament,
grapevines, olive trees, and fig trees are used as symbols of God's people, the
nation of Israel. Perhaps Jesus is turning this everyday occurrence into another
teachable moment for his followers.

God demands fruitfulness from his people. The fruitless fig may be a symbol of
Israel's fruitlessness. As a people, they are living out a covenant whose codes
and sacrifices no longer represent spiritual realities to them. They are blindly
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following rules without understanding them, making sacrifices they no longer
value, as evidenced by their disregard for the sanctity of the Temple.

Jesus calls them back to God, reminding them that prayer is for everyone, all
the time, for every purpose. His call to prayer includes a warning about
hypocrisy: Pray for forgiveness. Pray for everything. Believe in it.

Like the fig tree, we too can look, talk, and act like God's people without
bearing any discernable fruit at all. God demands fruitfulness from us.

Let us pray...

Standing Up
Tuesday, August 20, 2019

Mark 11:27-12:12

"They wanted to lynch him then and there but, intimidated by public opinion, held
back. They knew the story was about them. They got away from there as fast as they
could." - Mark 12:12 The Message

Like me, you also have probably missed opportunities to speak up for what you
knew was right. What might the other folks in the office think of me if I spoke
up about mean-spirited gossip? What if I offend my family members about that
racist cartoon e-mailed to me last week? What if living out my faith as a
Christian places me in the minority in my own community? ... or even in my own
church?

The elders Jesus confronts in this gospel know very well who the antagonists of
Jesus' story are, and they don't like being publicly exposed one bit. Public
opinion held back the high priests from their plot against Jesus, but Jesus did
not feel the same constraints. Jesus, of course, confronts evil and injustice
with a very special kind of authority, but asks us to do the same.

When the sway of political polls or the movement of conversation at our dinner
party or the path of gossip at the water fountain turns ugly, can we accept
God's own gift of courage to stand up and be counted as followers of the
Truth?

Again, it only seems appropriate to pray...

Whose Are You?
Wednesday, August 21, 2019

Mark 12:13-27

"They sent some Pharisees and followers of Herod to bait him, hoping to catch him
saying something incriminating. They came up and said, 'Teacher, we know you
have integrity, that you are indifferent to public opinion, don't pander to your
students, and teach the way of God accurately. Tell us: Is it lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?' ... and Jesus said, 'Give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his'."
- Mark 12:12-14, 17  The Message

Americans have lived with the tense dualism of capitalism and socialism, of
democracy and imperialism, of blind justice and pragmatic law since our country
was founded. Proponents of every ilk have claimed God was on their side, and
that religious practice demanded their way be followed. Jesus pointedly makes
the claim that, not only are the coins bearing Caesar's likeness arguably
Caesar's, but we, bearing the likeness of God, are arguably God's. Jesus wasn't
only saying we should pay our taxes, he was saying we should give ourselves
to God.
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Governments come and go. Economic, social, and political theories are tested
and fall by the wayside of history. Whole countries survive and decline by
whims of nature, both human and otherwise. The kingdom of God is an eternal
practice of which we are part and parcel. We are God's, and God is good all the
time. All the time, God is good.

Prayers of thanksgiving are most certainly in order ...

How Hard Could it Be?
Thursday, August 22, 2019

Mark 12:28-34

Jesus said, '"The first in importance is, 'Listen, Israel: The Lord your God is one; so
love the Lord God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence and energy.' And
here is the second: 'Love others as well as you love yourself.' There is no other
commandment that ranks with these." - Mark 12:29-31  The Message

As a young person, I used to wonder why God didn't just write the answer to
life, the universe, and everything in the sky for all to read at any time -- a kind
of celestial touchstone we would always know with certainty. But I suppose we
would develop a blindness to that like we do to every other assurance and
promise from God. Jesus tried to make it easier, but what does it mean to love
God? Or one another?

Maintaining a loving relationship with God must surely take more than an hour or
two on Sunday morning. We dedicate more time to our favorite television shows
than that. Perhaps it is developing an attitude of the sacred in our lives that
fully encompasses our daily lives in the circle of God's love.

Perhaps it's more like the story of a boy who was given an errand by his mom
that involved walking through the local cemetery. His mom told him, "When you
go through the cemetery, make sure you don't step on the graves. Graves are
sacred ground, so don't be stepping on them." He finished his errand and
arrived at home after tip-toeing carefully through the grave sites and told his
mama, "I couldn't tell what part was sacred." His mama said, "Well, I know, it all
may look the same. But if you'll just treat it all as sacred, you'll never miss."

Thinking about God's world that way could turn our world upside down, couldn't
it? Every step is sacred. Every created being, every stone, every breath of air,
every hug, every word out of our mouths: sacred.

Let's hear some hallelujahs...

Really Giving
Friday, August 23, 2019

Mark 12:35-44

"Sitting across from the offering box, he was observing how the crowd tossed money
in for the collection. Many of the rich were making large contributions. One poor
widow came up and put in two small coins -- a measly two cents. Jesus called his
disciples over and said, 'The truth is that this poor widow gave more to the collection
than all the others put together. All the others gave what they'll never miss; she gave
extravagantly what she couldn't afford -- she gave her all'." - Mark 12:41-44 The
Message

Few of us will have the opportunity to tithe 90% of our income to God's work
like American industrialist J.R. LeTourneau, but then again, as he pointed out
himself, the 10% he lived on was far more than most people earn in their lives. I
have every reason to think that Mr. LeTourneau gave out of humility and every
good intent of heart, but the same truths hold today as in Jesus' day: The rich
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give out of their bounty, and the poor give out of their necessities.

While it may be true that in a truly just world we would not have a few
thousand people wallowing in luxury while millions starve, money probably isn't
the only point here. We can only give all of our money, and then it's gone. We
can, though, give all of ourselves to God and continue to grow and flourish.

As Saint Francis so artfully said, "It is in giving that we receive; it is in
pardoning that we are pardoned; and, it is in dying that we are born to Eternal
Life."

Can I get an amen ...?

How Great is Your Faithfulness?
Saturday, August 24, 2019

Mark 13:1-13

"Jesus said, 'Y ou're impressed by this grandiose architecture? There's not a stone in
the whole works that is not going to end up in a heap of rubble."... Jesus began,
'Watch out for doomsday deceivers ... When you hear of wars and rumored wars
keep your head and don't panic. This is routine history, and no sign of the end. Nation
will fight nation and ruler fight ruler, over and over. Earthquakes will occur in
various places. There will be famines. But these things are nothing compared to
what's coming ... Y ou're placed there as sentinels to truth. The Message has to be
preached all across the world ... Stay with it -- that's what is required. Stay with it to
the end. Y ou won't be sorry; you'll be saved'." - Mark 13:1-13 The Message

The buildings and streets stood utterly empty, overtaken by vines, grasses,
trees, and dry rot that were taking back what they had yielded to human
progress over years. Reinforced concrete buildings were crumbling; asphalt
streets grew young forests of conifers and deciduous trees. Nature was
reclaiming the Ukrainian town of Prypiat, which had been a flourishing
community of 50,000 before its neighboring Chernobyl nuclear power plant
poisoned thousands of square miles in the worst nuclear event of the 20th
century. Nothing we build lasts forever.

Jesus is trying to get the attention of his disciples, trying to teach them about
what is certainly coming; trying to impress upon them the importance of the
mission he is leaving in their care. It is, in part, the eternal nature of the
Message that separates it from other possible priorities. It lasts. Nothing else
does.

Wars and nations and governments and famines and pandemics still seem
overwhelming at times, and there is no end of people who will try to use those
catastrophes to further their own causes, but Jesus reminds us: Nothing is
more important than the Great Commission. The Message must be spread
throughout the world: God loves us and wants us to love God and one another.

Lord, give us your faithfulness. This is our prayer.

Connect with us

   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A1-13&version=MSG
https://www.facebook.com/ststeveepiscopal

