
LETTER FROM THE RECTOR:LETTER FROM THE RECTOR:
Send Positive ThoughtsSend Positive Thoughts
 Fr. Phil Mason

My Dear Friends,

I have a friend who is an avowed atheist. Like many scientists my
friend cannot acknowledge the reality of anything supernatural --
that is, anything that cannot be shown to be a part of what might
be called "the natural order of things" -- nature. For my friend, the idea of praying to a
supernatural being for a desired outcome is not a worthwhile enterprise. Being a
frustrated pragmatist myself, I have sympathy for my friend's position, yet I pray.

I can't be too sure of the ultimate recipient of my heart's desires -- my prayers -- and I try
hard not to be invested in the answer. However, one thing most of you might have
learned about me, I have a very strong faith in the idea that all beings are a part of the
same thing. 

Given that, it should follow that everything that I do or say or even think has some impact
on the whole of creation of which I am a part -- a very, very small part -- but still a part.
And, of course, the converse would naturally be true.

We are all tied together in an ultimate destiny and our journey is shaped in part by our
own thought and actions. Therefore, if this be true, our journey could be made
significantly more meaningful if our hearts and minds tended to be filled with desires for
peace and equanimity and loving kindness, and well-being, not only for ourselves but for
all beings everywhere. I find this truth to be at the heart of the Gospel.

Albert Einstein, gave us this gift of wisdom that I shared in a sermon three weeks ago:

"A human being is part of the whole, called by us 'universe,' a part limited in
time and space. He experiences himself, his thoughts, and feelings as something
separate from the rest -- a kind of optical delusion of consciousness. This
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delusion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to
affection for a few persons nearest to us. Our task must be to free ourselves
from this prison by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living
creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty. The true value of a human
being is determined primarily by the measure and the sense in which he has
attained liberation from the self. We shall require a substantially new manner of
thinking if humanity is to survive." - Albert Einstein, The World As I See It,
1934

Common Prayer:
"Send positive thoughts."

Peace and Love to All,
Phil+ 

SENIOR WARDEN NEWSSENIOR WARDEN NEWS
Nancy Cooke-Jenkins

NAMES IN THE NEWS
It's all about nature this month--the church community and the
Wimberley community working in different manners to honor and
enjoy our great outdoors.

Our own beloved Martha Knies has had a
park renamed after her! Next time you visit
the pocket park at the trailhead of Cypress Creek Nature
Preserve, you will now be stepping into the Martha Knies
Community Park. Martha has not only been a loving and giving
member  of the St. Stephen's community for many years, but she
has also devoted much time and service to the community of

Wimberley, including being credited as the founder of Keep Wimberley Beautiful. She
also was one of Wimberley's first city council members and was instrumental in securing
land for our first park and preserve. Congratulations, Martha, on a honor well deserved!

In announcing the Parish Profile Workshop, your Vestry promised the opportunity to let
your voices be heard. They were! Out of the mouths of babes came the feedback, "that
statute of St. Stephen is scary!" Answer: Joe Blanford to the rescue! As an
accomplished versatile artist, Joe was able to work some magic and now St. "Stevie"
has a much needed makeover. Check out his warm and friendly look. So, a lesson we
continue to learn, "Ask and ye shall receive."
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Before: Stevie "The Ghost" Stevie "The Bright and
Beautiful"

Our thanks to Ann Robertson for her efforts in obtaining a grant from the "Keep
Wimberley Beautiful Community Achievement Awards Committee." The members voted
to award St. Stephen's Church $1,500 to restore and maintain our native plant nature
trail and fountain areas with the stipulation that these areas "must be open dawn to dusk
every day for public use." We can do that! This is yet another method we have of
connecting church and community. Good going, Ann!

Aside from our nature announcements, your Newcomer Team entertained several of our
recent arrivals with a dinner and get together at Veronica Erwin's lovely home in the
country. As Fr. Phil says in answer to, "How do we join the church?" Guess what,
everyone?! You're members when you walk through our doors. "WELCOME!"

Sunday, September 15 was a very special day indeed for our parish. Our beloved
Jeannetta Watson celebrated her 25 years of service working at St. Stephen's. A
grateful congregation helped her celebrate with flowers, cake, gifts, and a standing
ovation in appreciation.

"Happiness can only exist in acceptance."
- George Orwell



FIRST FRUITS ON-LINE RESERVATIONSFIRST FRUITS ON-LINE RESERVATIONS

Reservations and payment may be made ONLINE: 
ststeve.org/registration 

Cutoff for making reservation:
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4 

(Event date: Sunday, October 13, 2019)

Seats are $100 per adult
no charge for children when accompanied by paying adult

The First Fruits Committee has scored a
hot item for the silent auction.

"We have a member offering their three
bedroom, three bath cottage (sleeps
eight) on a 20 acre lake, situated on a
flower farm just 10 minutes away from the
Oxford Square in Oxford, Mississippi for
six nights during the William Faulkner
week at Old Miss: July 18-23, 2020,"
reports chair, Carolyn Galle. 

Take note, everyone, that this is only one of many unique silent auction items. So, what
are you waiting for? Make those reservations today. We look forward to seeing you at
the First Fruits Wine & Dine. 

QUESTIONS? Please contact our team: Carolyn Galle, Patrick Cox, Carroll Dolezal,
Dorothy Harris, Susan Webb, Corlea Burnett, Jeannetta Watson, or Ann Robertson. 
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SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATESEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
Co-chairs: Sharon East and Darelle Jordan

Archdeacon Mike Besson has received a whooping 145 Parish Profile surveys from
our St. Stephen's church family. He reports that this is a very high number, so THANKS
to all who contributed. At this point, you might be wondering, "Well, what comes next?"
After the final Parish Profile is approved by our Vestry and returned to the diocese, it
will then be distributed to all of us.

Saturday, October 5, will be an exciting date for St. Stephen's. This is when the
search committee is scheduled for training and at the conclusion, or shortly thereafter,
the archdeacon will present us with the list of candidates for our consideration. The
committee will then begin in earnest the search to discover the person God has chosen
to be our new rector.

"We are excited and humbled with this task," share Sharon East and Darelle Jordan,
co-chairs of the Search Committee.

PAID POSITIONS AT ST. STEPHEN'SPAID POSITIONS AT ST. STEPHEN'S

HELP WANTED: YOUTH MINISTER
 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in Wimberley, Texas is seeking a part-time youth minister for

their 6th graders through high schoolers. The ideal candidate will have 2 years or more
experience working with this age group, served in a church leadership capacity, availability
to work weekends and evenings, and ability to travel on summer mission trips. Preparing the
Youth to be received, confirmed, and or baptized is an equally important duty of the Youth
Minister. This position will report directly to the Church Rector and will require public
speaking and presentation, writing skills, social media experience, and other administrative
duties as assigned. Although this position is for 8-10 hours a week, depending on the
background, experience, and availability of the candidate, there is an option of combining
roles with other part-time positions and is open for discussion during the interviewing
process. The Youth Minister works directly with adolescents, teens, and their families.
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Safeguarding training will be provided. A background check will be conducted. If interested,
please download a full job description and send resume to: Jeannetta Watson,
jwatson@ststeve.org.

HELP WANTED: NURSERY ATTENDANTS
 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in Wimberley, Texas is seeking part-time help in their Church
Nursery. Nursery Attendants will work under the Nursery Manager and report to the Parish
Administrator. Responsibilities include: general childcare, snack and craft preparation, light
cleaning, supply inventory, and other duties as assigned. Sunday work hours are 7:45 a.m.
until 12:00 noon with the occasional Wednesday night and Saturday morning, depending on
scheduled special events and childcare needs. Ideal candidate should have at least 1-2
years experience working with infants through preschool age, the ability to lift up to 20
pounds unassisted, and be at least 16 years old. The Nursery program is an integral piece in
the overall Sunday School program. Safeguarding training will be provided and a background
check will be conducted. If interested, please send resume to: Jeannetta Watson,
jwatson@ststeve.org.

  
NOMINATIONS CALL FOR NOMINATIONS CALL FOR 

COUNCIL DELEGATES, VESTRYCOUNCIL DELEGATES, VESTRY
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2019

We need to elect three new Vestry members for 2020 and gather nominations for the
Diocesan Council. We encourage anyone interested in becoming a candidate for Vestry or
Council delegate to let the current Vestry know and to download the application.

CURRENT VESTRY:
Nancy Cooke-Jenkins, Senior Warden

David Reynolds, Jr. Warden
David Boles 
Carla Daws

Ken Ellis
Dr. James May
Veronica Erwin
Mary McIntosh
Ann Robertson
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FRIDAY COFFEE & TEA FRIENDSFRIDAY COFFEE & TEA FRIENDS
Friday, September 20, 9:30 a.m.

OFFSITE: Brookshire Brothers
 
The Friday Coffee and Tea Friends meet at Brookshire Brothers deli every first and third
Friday, except holidays, beginning at 9:30 a.m. All women are invited to share this time of
fellowship and conversation.

For more information, contact: Ann Robertson or Marsha Acock.
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MORE DATES FOR DIRECTORY PHOTOMORE DATES FOR DIRECTORY PHOTO
SESSIONSSESSIONS

October 4-5 directory photo appointments have been booked. We have
had a few cancellations, however, and recommend that you check the
online reservations for newly available slots. 

Terrific news! Lifetouch, the company taking our photos for the church
directory, has opened up an additional round of photo appointments in
November for our group. Check the on-line reservations to see what's
available with your schedule. All photo sessions will be in McArthur Hall. 

PHOTO SESSIONS:
Friday, October 4, 1:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 5, 10:00 am. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 21, 2:00 - 9:00 p.m.

For more information, contact: Judy Holmes, judyholmes1249@gmail.com.

TEDTED Talkers Talkers
Wednesday, September 25 @ 12 noon

McArthur Hall

Please join us Wednesday, September 25 at 12 noon for
the viewing of "Confessions of a depressed comic" by
Kevin Breel.

Every second and fourth Wednesday of the month
members, guests, and the general public are invited to St.
Stephen's Church to enjoy an open, facilitated discussion of various, timely topics. On
those days, we watch a pre-selected TED Talk video at 12 noon, eat our brown bag
lunch, and discuss the topic in a non-judgmental setting with coffee and water provided.
It all wraps up by 1:00 p.m. You are encouraged to bring a friend, neighbor, and join in
the next sure-to-be lively, mind-stimulating discussion. We'll save you a seat!

TED TALKERS 
SUMMER 2019 SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 25, 2019
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OCTOBER 9, 2019

For more information, contact: Jo Bourke,   jobourke33@gmail.com, 512-468-1267.

SEPTEMBER DEER CREEK SERVICESSEPTEMBER DEER CREEK SERVICES
Wednesday, September 25 @ 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 29 @ 3:30 p.m.

OFFSITE: Deer Creek Wimberley, 555 RR 3237, Wimberley

On Wednesday, September 25 at 3:00 p.m., SSEC's Community of Hope will share a
Holy Eucharist service with the residents as part of the regular 2nd and 4th Wednesday
of the month ministry. All are welcome to attend.

As part of the rotating schedule with other area churches in the Ministerial Alliance, St.
Stephen's will also be at Deer Creek on Sunday, September 29 at 3:30 p.m. Please
consider joining the St. Stephen's Community of Hope and Deer Creek residents for a
service of hymns, lots of gospel music, and familiar prayers. 

For more information, contact: Sharon East, sharoneast@verizon.net and Connie
Maverick, joemaverick@verizon.net.

  

THANK YOU, ROADSIDE CLEANUP 

One has to wonder, "Where does all that trash and discarded recyclables keep coming
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from?!" That's surely an on-going curiosity for our intrepid roadside cleanup volunteers
who quarterly don hats, long sleeves and pants, sturdy shoes, and gloves to tackle and
beautify our stretch of the shared highway. Leaders Becki, Jon, Mike, and Todd, report
that volunteers bagged 30 bags of trash and scooped up what became a truck bed
loaded with recyclables all from the September 14 cleanup. 

"The roadside looks a whole lot better. Special, sincere thanks to everyone who
helped!" Becki says wiping her brow, "It was humid and hot, but we got 'er done!"

If you like seeing immediate results from your volunteering, roadside cleanup is for you.
Save your gloves for the next cleanup on Saturday, December 14, 2019. 

For more information , contact:  Becki Smith, colorsmith1@yahoo.com 
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DWTX The Fall Women's GatheringDWTX The Fall Women's Gathering
Friday, October 11 - Saturday, October 12, 2019

OFFSITE: Church of Reconciliation, San Antonio, TX

The Fall Women's Gathering -- "All Shall Be Well: Julian of Norwich, a
Guide in Prayers" is a two-day fellowship retreat for women of the
diocese and will take place Friday evening, October 11, and Saturday,
October 12 at Church Reconciliation in San Antonio, TX. Led by the
Rev. Mary Earle, participants will discuss practical wisdom for living and
insight for praying, as well as share fellowship, food, music, and time to
enjoy the peaceful grounds and beautiful labyrinth. Registration cost is
$45. 

For more information and registration, click here.

Wednesdays @ 10 a.m. in the ChapelWednesdays @ 10 a.m. in the Chapel

The Holy Eucharist Worship and Healing Service has returned. Please note that the day
of the week is now on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel.

EVENING EUCHARIST & PRAYEREVENING EUCHARIST & PRAYER
featuring the Half-time Band

Wednesdays @ 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel
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All are welcome to join us in the Chapel on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. for
eucharist, prayer, and contemporary music.

SSES ANNOUNCEMENTSSSES ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
To register for this event visit:

https://ststephenswimberley.org/2019-golf-tournament

Community of Hope MinistryCommunity of Hope Ministry

  
Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?
To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you.
            
Each one of us, at some point in our lives, could use a "companion" to walk with us

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012G83eAGYdSSuJvxaYg0Nrxi3imKHVwsE3gbuDS7T5ODzUib1aPDoA8gi2_1RcgqG2klgLAbpJYbkj-uAqqJX2shOe61J0H13ERtK1qwHtmTBd1HgClqljmtkjh7vWE6PfFPFb1AMBN3-XzfVynwlWY5JQ4Yd-08xwmFNfFg2rkI0mrKJ6PvCXPNTSvsvUzn68qnMGf4nG8f_9lXBkNuXnw==&c=&ch=


during the challenges of our journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is someone
who cares about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what you should
do, will not take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be available to you,
support you, pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved. Please, if you are
walking alone, invite one to join you on your path. 

For more information during SEPTEMBER, contact:
Dot Green, dotgreen@anvilcom.com  or Becky Denton, dentonrebecca1@gmail.com

UPCOMING SUBMISSION DEADLINES
The eNEWS is published on Fridays generally every two weeks and delivered straight
to your e-mail's in-box. If you have an e-mail address update, please make sure to
send these to the church office.

With more than 20 ministries and groups here at St. Stephen's Church, we've got a lot
happening! Help us cover your event by submitting articles, photos, and artwork to:
Communications Manager, Jackie McFadden.

UPCOMING DEADLINES:
12 noon Wednesday or earlier

September 18
October 2

SAVE THE DATESSAVE THE DATES
FRI, SEPT 20
Friday Coffee & Tea Friends, 9:30 a.m., (OFFSITE) Brookshire Brothers Deli

WED, SEPT 25
TED Talkers, 12 noon, McArthur Hall

WED, SEPT 25
Deer Creek Eucharist, 3:00 p.m. (OFFSITE) Deer Creek Wimberley 

SUN, SEPT 29
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Family Celebration Service, 10:30 a.m., Church

SUN, SEPT 29
Deer Creek Sunday Service, 3:30 p.m., (OFFSITE) Deer Creek Wimberley

FRI, OCT 4
Friday Coffee & Tea Friends, 9:30 a.m., (OFFSITE) Brookshire Brothers Deli

LIFE AT SSECLIFE AT SSEC
If you enjoy cake, September was a GREAT month at St. Stephen's with it's many
celebratory desserts from Fr. Phil's birthday to Jeannetta's 25 years of service. We also got
to welcome some new members to St. Stephen's at Veronica Erwin's home in the country
during the Newcomer Dinner. 



 

Are you on Facebook? St. Stephen's is!

Click here to visit our Facebook page 
and don't forget to LIKE and SHARE us!

 

Please contact the church office at 512.847.9956, Monday through Thursday, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon Fridays if you have any questions. 
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