
Daily Meditations
April 05 - 10, 2021

The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

COLLECT: Easter 2021

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame
death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who
celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from
death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Prologue
The week-long freeze is over, and my family was very lucky to have weathered it without

serious difficulty. I have had my second vaccine, and I am trying to remain cautious. I

have finally hugged half of my grandkids. I have attended church on a Sunday for the

first time in a year. I am hopeful.

The Story of Jonah
Monday, April 5, 2021

Jonah 2:1-9

"When my life was slipping away, I remembered God." - The Message Remix Bible

I have never written a meditation on Old Testament Scripture. I guess it's
about time. Everybody knows pieces of the story, whether or not they have
read the Bible. So, why is this story in the Bible? For me, there are a couple of
reasons.

First, in the quotes above, I am reminded that I don't frequently think about
God or Jesus or my church UNTIL I'm in a bind. That's what Jonah did. He
thought of God suddenly when he was in trouble, and he needed help. I am
guilty of the same. What about you?

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+2%3A1-9&version=MSG


The second reason that I think this story is in there is to remind me that I
can't run, and I can't hide from God. I cannot escape from admonitions to do
what's right–even it it's frightening or when I'm just sick and tired of doing
what's right. It's only been a few days since I longed for a small cabin in the
country where I could go and escape and stay all alone. The story of Jonah
says that I can't run and hide. I must stay the course and do (to my way of
thinking) the things that Jesus has told me to do. Thank you, Jesus. TYJ

Show It
Tuesday, April 6, 2021

John 14:15-31

"If you love me, show it by doing what I've told you." - The Message

So, Jesus is talking to His disciples. He's telling them that He will soon leave
them, but He will leave them a friend–the Spirit of Truth–the Holy Spirit. But,
as is often the case, the disciples just don't get it.

So now it's my job to reflect on this, to piece it together and write something
for you that makes sense to me. I have a hard time with "loving God" or with
"loving Jesus." I don't have a hard time with knowing that I should SHOW IT
by doing what Jesus has told us to do.

I'm sure that, for many of you, this may sound very simplistic. Perhaps my
understanding, my beliefs and/or my faith may seem thoroughly shallow
compared to that of others. But, then, I'm not asking that you subscribe to my
faith. I am asking only that you contemplate what these scriptures have to say
to you. TYJ

Make Yourself at Home with Jesus
Wednesday, April 7, 2021

John 15:1-11

"I am the Real Vine...Make your home in Me and I with you...Make yourselves at home
with Me and my words are at home with you." - The Message

I have written in the past on the imagery of the Farmer, the Vine, and we, the
branches. I still have a hard time with the imagery of the Farmer. And, I'd
rather not focus my thoughts on casting the "dead wood" into the bonfire.

For me, some days I'm a branch, and some days I'm just dead wood. One
must really TRY to make one's self at home in/with Jesus. Today is a pretty
good day for me so far. How's your day going?

The Root Command
Thursday, April 8, 2021

John 15:12-27

"You didn't choose me, remember? I chose you and put you in the world to bear
fruit...But remember the root command: Love One Another." - The Message
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Jesus is just finishing up His vineyard parable with the disciples. There are no
vine or branches without a root. So before we get too hung up on Farmers and
Vines and Branches, let's get down to the root.

Love one another. Do unto others–acts of mercy, kindness, justice,
compassion, love.

Other parts of this designated scripture concentrate on Jesus' instruction to
the disciples about how this "godless world" will be hating the disciples just as
He is hated.

I think I'm just gonna go with "Love one another" here. TYJ

Healing–Against the Law
Friday, April 9, 2021

Acts 4:1-12

"...the priests, the Chief of the Temple Police, and some Sadducees came up, indignant
that these upstart apostles were instructing the people and proclaiming that the
resurrection from the dead had taken place in Jesus." - The Message

Peter has just finished healing a man "crippled from birth." The man sat
begging every day at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. After everyone saw the
miracle performed (in the name of Jesus) by Peter, John and Peter began to
preach to the Temple congregation. About 4,000 persons became believers
that day.

Well, the power-broking elite of the Temple just could not abide that, so they
threw Peter and John into jail. The elite could not bear to lose their grip on
power or their control of the masses.

To me, this sounds a great deal like Martin Luther King Jr. versus the power
brokers of the Deep South in the 1960s. Or, maybe it's some Asian
grandmother versus the racist hooligans on the streets of Chinatown in San
Francisco last week.

Perhaps we should all just make ourselves at home in Jesus, do what's right,
show it, and let the chips fall. TYJ

All to be Scattered
Saturday, April 10, 2021

John 16:16-33

"Jesus answered: Do you now believe? Look, the hour is coming, has indeed already
come, when you are all to be scattered, each to his home, leaving me alone." - The New
English Bible

Jesus is trying to explain to the disciples that he will be leaving them (the
crucifixion), but that he will be back. Again, the disciples just don't get it. They
even exclaim that they believe that he has come from God.

Then, in a very short few days, they ARE scattered to the four winds–their
exclamations muted by a fear of the authorities.

The same is true of me. I can pray and meditate for nearly an hour in the
early mornings daily through three cups of coffee. I can leave that activity sure
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to be a better man–a better follower of Jesus that day. And then, it doesn't
take long for me to forget those resolutions when I encounter someone or
something hateful or hurtful. I become scattered to the four winds.

How do you manage to stay the course? TYJ
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