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The Biblical readings are taken from the Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer for Year
2 and written by the St. Stephen's Meditation Writing Team: Dave Boyd, Jon Campbell,
Becky Denton, Pat Gillory, Jay Nickel, Bob Reed, and Carroll Wilson.

Click on the scripture reading for each day to go directly to link. Current and past copies of
the "Daily Meditations" may be found at: ststeve.org/daily-meditations

Proper 28:
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which
you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

Monday, November 15th, 2021                      Revelation 20:7-15
 

Amazing Grace

“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books
were opened. Also another book was opened, the book of life.”

Revelation 20:12a

The sometimes puzzling images in the book of Revelation would not have
seemed so strange to the early Christian community. First century Christians
would, however, be perplexed by a 20th century political cartoon featuring an
elephant and a donkey. We are not to fully understand or take literally the
scripture found in Revelation, but it is meant to give us hope. As we come to
the closing chapters of this final book in our Bible, I believe we find Good News
that brings us full circle to the story of a good God and a good Creation found
in Genesis 1 and 2.

Today’s reading presents two pictures. They first tells us of Satan's doom and
the ultimate destruction of evil. What could be better than that? The second
image is of the promised judgment day. There is good news here also. The

https://www.ststeve.org/daily-meditations
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A7-15&version=NRSV


dead stand before the throne for judgment, and we find there is not one but
two books open before the righteous judge. This is the same judge described
in Isaiah 11: “with righteousness he shall judge the poor and decide with
equity for the meek”.

While our actions are ultimately important, and that seems to be part of this
judgment story, please notice the second book. The second book is called the
book of life. This book is all about not our work but God's work, what God has
done for us through his sovereign and his saving grace, his Amazing Grace.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8)

Tuesday, November 16th                       Revelation 21:1-8

Lord of All Hopefulness

“And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell
with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will
wipe every tear from their eyes’”. Rev 21:2-4
  
Wow! This is truly Good News. Just look at these beautiful images presented in
John’s vision – a holy city coming down from heaven, God dwelling with us,
every tear wiped away, death no more and all things made new (vs 5). I know
I need renewal and, looking around me, I notice so does our country and so
much of our world. And God’s magnificent creation needs to be restored and
protected.

Genesis Chapters 1 and 2, and the familiar John 3:16, tell us just how much
the Creator God loves his creation. And we find in this passage we don’t need
to worry about going to heaven; it is promised that heaven will come to us.
God who created the world and called it good, God who created you and me,
for himself, in his image and likeness, and called it very good, will not abandon
us or this beautiful world.

As the Rev. John Newton says it: “This earth is not a petri dish where God is
growing true believers he plans to one day zap to some other realm. Nor will
the earth be discarded when the trumpet on history sounds. God will recreate
it. The knowledge, presence, and beauty of God will fill this earth as the water
fills the seas.”*

*New Clothes, Putting on Christ and Finding Ourselves, John Newton

Wednesday, November 17th                                 Revelation 21:9-12
 

 For the Beauty of the Earth
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“And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. It has the
glory of God and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal.”
Rev 21:10-11
 
Yesterday morning I walked in the yard and saw one monarch butterfly
feeding on the nectar of the Gregg’s blue mist flower I had planted just for
that butterfly and its fellows. In the afternoon I again walked in the garden,
and on my three large blue mist plants, there were more than a dozen
beautiful, busy monarchs. You see, every fall a wondrous event takes place –
the annual monarch migration to Mexico. These delicate butterfly friends had
stopped by my yard to fortify themselves for the journey. I’m so grateful I had
prepared for them.

In Simply Christian, N. T. Wright posits that our delight in beauty is one of the
“echoes of a voice” pointing us to a good and gracious God. The image in
today’s scripture verses is of a beautiful city adorned with every kind of
precious metal and jewel. It is a huge city, inconceivably large with plenty of
room. Jewels are fine, but when I think of the restoration of the whole earth, I
plan to find the place full of blooms and butterflies. That is beauty enough for
me!

Thursday, November 18th                        Revelation 21:22-22:5
 

Give Me Jesus

“Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face,
and his name will be on their foreheads.” Rev 22:3-4
 
In John’s vision an angel showed him what the new city would be like. It
sounds good to me! There will be no need for a temple, as God and the Lamb
are the Temple. There will also be no need for sun our moon, for God’s glory is
all the light needed. This new city will include a flowing river, the water of life,
and the tree of life with leaves for the healing of the nations. Do we ever need
healing! Absolutely nothing accursed will be there and God’s servants will
worship him, his name written on their foreheads.

In our Eucharistic prayer we address God the Father and make this claim: “In
your infinite love you made us for yourself.” We were made for relationship
with God and with each other. Well, we must admit that things have gone
horribly wrong.  But the prayer continues: “you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die
as one of us, to reconcile us to you.” (BCP p. 362) With John’s vision of the
new heaven and new earth that reconciliation comes in its fullness.
 
John Newton, in New Clothes, says it this way. “I believe this is the most
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intimate, vulnerable, and loving image in the Bible. We will return to the nudist
colony. We will stand cleansed before the God that cleanses us. We will know
God, each other, and ourselves fully, and we will not experience shame. Only
intimacy and joy will remain.”

Friday, November 19th                                     Revelation 22:6-13
 

You Are My All in All
  
“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to
everyone’s work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.” Rev 22:12-13
 
Years ago, forty-five or so, I was swimming with friends in a lake in East Texas
when my friend’s son found a James Avery alpha and omega charm on the
muddy bottom. There was no way
to find the owner, and his mother thought she would like to have the charm. I
was the church-going girl, so my fleeting thought was that they should give
the charm to me. Quickly, I decided I was very glad for my friend to have it.
You see, Ginny was what I would call a holy sceptic. Ginny was very accepting
of others and was great at doing the “work,” but the rough spots in her own
life, her husband’s atheism and the prejudices she saw about her kept her
from fully embracing the church.
 
Our families ended up living in different towns, but we kept up sporadically.
About twelve years ago her dear son died tragically as a result of alcoholism,
and not long after she received a terminal cancer diagnosis. I always tried to
be good listener to the disquiet in her mind and to honor the goodness in her
heart. Today I can rejoice, for I believe she now know the truths found in this
scripture and the song it brings to my mind.
 
 “You are my strength when I am weak, you are the treasure that I seek. You
are my all in all. Seeking you as a precious jewel, Lord to give up I’d be a fool.
You are my all in all.

Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name, Jesus Lamb of God worthy is your
name.”
 
And I’m reminded that I’ve been meaning to email her daughter. I’m going to
do that right now!

Saturday, November 20th                                    Revelation 22:14-21
 

Just As I Am
 
“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A6-13&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A14-21&version=NRSV


of life as a gift.” Rev 22:17
 
 I can picture a scene where this letter of John’s visions is read to an early
Christian community for the first time. The Hebrew follower might say “Oh,
yes, I see!” Then, noticing her Gentile friend looking perplexed, she would
explain. “It’s our story, but it’s meant for all. Come, I’ll show you.”

And she goes on; “In our creation story God created all things, including the
waters, and he created us in his image and likeness. And God saw that it was
very good. Through the years the call to ‘Come’ was always there but not
always heeded. The people did not remember who they were or whose they
were. They were reminded by the prophets. My favorite, the prophet Isaiah,
said it this way, ‘Ho, everyone who thirsts come to the waters; and you that
have no money, come, buy and eat!’”
 
“At the right time, Jesus came. He came to a woman of Samaria and offered
her living water, water that will become a spring welling up to eternal life. He
promised she would never thirst again. Jesus invites anyone who thirsts to
come and drink. He comes to you and me. And now we know the gates are
always open, the water of life flows from the throne of God and the Lamb. The
water of life is a gift. All will be made new; it has come full circle. Let us
come.” And I can hear the Gentile friend reply, “Oh, Lamb of God I come, I
come.”
 
“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.” T. S. Eliot , Little Gidding

Amen, Come Lord Jesus!

Connect with us

     

https://www.facebook.com/ststeveepiscopal/
https://www.instagram.com/ststephenswimberley/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmBnkLij8nRcabWBv40LaA

