
Bathing in the Glory of GodBathing in the Glory of God
by The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert

Dear St. Stephen's,

I am fresh off my annual education trip with three clergy
colleagues to the Boundary Waters of Minnesota. I have an
extraordinary amount of gratitude for the Vestry in agreeing to
keep my plans for the trip; especially being so new to the
community of St. Stephen's. These adventures each year have
been extremely formative for not only us the clergy, but the
parishes we serve as well. This will be our fourth consecutive year

of participating in some sort of trek into the wilderness to commune with God and each
other.

The four of us come from different types of churches and have different personalities;
though we all have a common appreciation and respect for the opportunities that nature
provides. Each adventure has afforded us avenues of spiritual rejuvenation, physical
challenge, and continued communal engagement. I am deeply thankful for these
opportunities and especially for the friendships that have been forged from them.

From a young age, I have always been transformed by being present in nature. My love of
canoeing, camping, hiking, and hunting has continued to be a source of pleasure, comfort,
and spiritual rejuvenation. I was recently reminded of the therapeutic practice in the
Japanese culture of "shinrin," which in English literally means Forest Bathing. I recognize
how my practice of forest bathing has provided both physical and spiritual improvements
throughout my life. Spending time outdoors under the canopy of trees is said to boost
immunity and mood, and I can attest to the positive results.

Within our current pandemic context, I recommend the benefits of experiencing the
positive effects of practicing Forest Bathing. I many cultures around the world, it is even
prescribed by doctors. But, the funny thing is, it's as simple as just going outside to take a
walk. I know many of us have enjoyed the benefits of simply taking a walk during these
times. If you haven't had the opportunity, I encourage you to do so. And, if you are able,
remember the nature trail on the church campus is available 24/7 and open for all to enjoy.
If there is not a good opportunity to take a walk, simply soak in the rays of God's creation
by getting outside to read a book under a tree.

I continue to give thanks to God for bringing me to St. Stephen's. Your welcome,
enthusiasm, and compassion is truly infectious. I am excited as we move forward and are
able to gather in-person. Some of those opportunities will be to bathe in the glory of God
under the canopy of oaks of the courtyard on campus. God bless you this day and always.
Peace,
The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert



Senior Warden NewsSenior Warden News
by Nancy Cooke-Jenkins

AT LAST!! Tuesday we begin our in-person gathering once more with
our first step–Morning Prayer in the Courtyard, weather permitting. In
our excitement to see one another, let us also be equally motivated to
do our part in keeping a safe environment, which will naturally lead us
into more steps toward expanding our in-person gatherings.

The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas has issued a paper, "Clarifying
Phase 2(b) Guidelines for Phased Return to Congregational Life,"
which took affect on Monday, September 28. Below are the highlights

and here's the link if you would like to read it in its entirety.

HIGHLIGHTS:
Clergy and Vestries have full authority to make decisions.

Clergy and Vestries are reminded that the guidelines give us full authority to make
ministry decisions based on our own congregations. Holding in-person worship
services will be determined by size of congregation, age of members, number of
families, size of space, and available staff and volunteers, and other considerations.

Criteria to follow in case of signs and symptoms of possible COVID-19.

Protocols for church employees and volunteers are outlined in the guidelines in the
event that someone has new or worsening signs and symptoms of possible COVID-
19. Such things as isolation, exposure, returning to work, and proof of negative
results are addressed in detail.

Social Hour and Food

https://www.dwtx.org/blog/clarifying-guidelines-for-phased-return-to-congregational-life


At this time you may bring your own individual food and drink to outdoor gatherings.
Until further notice, you may not share food or drink with others. All food and drink
indoors is suspended at this time. The church kitchen is closed. Serving areas in
McArthur Hall are closed.

Social Distancing will be maintained indoors and outdoors.

Masks must be worn at all times indoors and outdoors while on church property.
Distances of at least six-feet between households will be maintained during outdoor
gatherings and indoors as well.

The above are highlights and reflect our current state of operation and what you can
expect at St. Stephen's. I encourage you to contact me or any of the Vestry members if
you have any questions or concerns.

On Tuesday, October 6, we will begin outdoor services in the courtyard for Morning
Prayer. (You can read more about this in the related article in this issue.)  At this time we
will not be offering communion. When you come for Morning Prayer, please remember to
wear a mask, bring your own chair, and check in with the greeters.

This is not a perfect situation, but it is our beginning. We are taking small steps in order to
return safely to our full attendance status as soon as it is allowed. The Episcopal Diocese
of West Texas will be issuing periodic updated guidelines as the ever-evolving picture
continues. We will keep you posted in the church newsletter and e-mails.

For now, let us rejoice in knowing that we will be able to see one another in-person and
join in community worship once again.

Blessings,
Nancy

From Your TreasurerFrom Your Treasurer
by Roy Buckley

With the announcement of the new Rector, Father Kevin Schubert,
and his subsequent installation on September 1, the month of August
has seemingly reinvigorated the membership of St. Stephen's
Episcopal Church and restored our commitments to improve St.
Stephen's general financial picture. Normal monthly Pledge receipts
have not only strengthened, but have set the high mark for the year.
Pledge revenues of $41,198 far exceeded the prior month by
$15,816 and exceeded budget expectations by $3,738. Although
other Revenue categories (Plate, Fund Raising, and Flower Income)
lagged behind budgeted expectations, cumulative Revenues of

$41,624 were a $15,506 improvement over July's cumulative revenue receipts, and
exceeded budget expectations by $1,672. Topping off this good news from the Revenue
side of the financial statements, our Expense outflows once again fell below Budget for the
month. For the month of August 2020, SSEC landed in a surplus position by $1,832.

The Vestry recently approved the purchase of new video equipment, along with other
component parts. The newly purchased equipment will replace current streaming
equipment that is being stretched to its limits. The price of the new video/streaming
hardware and software package is $10,500, and it will provide capabilities to handle
current and future needs for services and ministries. The acquisition of the equipment is
being paid through the unrestricted Betty Wright Fund, not through normal operating
budget channels. This means of purchase with the Betty Wright Fund enables SSEC to
operate within its budget parameters and is the Fund's intended purpose.

As the 3rd Quarter of 2020 came to a close on September 30, SSEC continues to
gradually move toward in-person worship once again. This will require extra efforts by
Parish staff to ensure that a clean environment is established throughout the Chapel and



Sanctuary, along with other campus locations such as McArthur Hall. We should expect to
see additional expenditures made to accomplish this necessity. All in all, SSEC has
returned to a more solid financial footing and the Vestry and Parish Administration are
confident that the close of 2020 will find SSEC in the same solid financial position.

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please e-mail me,
roy.r.buckley@rice.edu.

Blessings to all,
Roy

NEWS
T/TH MORNING PRAYER STARTS OCT 6 @ 9 AM

Happy days are here indeed! All are invited to join us in the
courtyard, weather permitting, for Morning Prayer on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:00 a.m., starting October 6.

Our continuing goal as we step into live worshipping again, is to offer the safest, most
responsible environment in which to do this. When you arrive for Morning Prayer, please
check-in with the greeters. They will sign you in and help you get settled in for the 20
minute service, including showing you how to access the online readings. You are asked
to wear a mask and maintain a 6 foot social distance from others. In our excitement to see
one another and to worship once again in-person together, let us help one another by
modeling safe practices at all times, whether it be before, during, or after an event.

Several have asked if readers will be wearing a mask. Yes, readers are being asked to
wear their masks. In the event that you forget your mask, we will have some disposable
masks available at check-in. After the service, you are kindly asked to return to your
vehicles as soon as possible, to allow all to safely be on their way and to their next
engagement. It is best for us to keep in mind, too, that we share the campus with the
school, and classes will be in session.

WHAT TO BRING FOR MORNING PRAYER
your own chair

smart device (for accessing church website's links to readings)
face mask (be sure to wear)

We will be using Morning Prayer Rite II found in the Book of Common Prayer and readings
from Holy Women, Holy Men. There will be no communion served.

mailto:roy.r.buckley@rice.edu


GROUP ZOOM: MEET THE NEW RECTOR LAST DATE: OCT. 7, 2020

If you enjoy swapping stories, discovering commonalities,
and learning something new, Fr. Kevin's "Meet the New
Rector" group Zoom meetings, fit the bill. This coming
Wednesday, October 7, we wrap up with the third and final
one, beginning at 10:00 a.m. CDT. Whether you have

been to all or this one coming up will be your first, everyone is invited to Zoom in and visit
with our new rector anytime during the 60 minute session. There is no appointment
needed for these group Zoom meetings.

Note: Watch your e-mail's inbox for event reminder with Zoom link, or save this newsletter
and click link below.

Wednesday, October 7, 10:00 a.m.

VOLUNTEERS INVITED TO A/V TRAINING ON NEW EQUIPMENT:
SATURDAY, OCT. 10, 2020, 12 NOON

If you are interested in learning about the church's new
streaming technology and being trained to serve on one of the
four AV teams of two volunteers each, please join us.

Saturday, October 10
12 noon
Church Sanctuary

We have the latest cameras, the ideal streaming software, and
now all we need is YOU! It is not necessary to make a reservation for the Saturday
training, but Jeannetta Watson would appreciate knowing that you will be coming.

We will begin live-streaming the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Service in November without an
audience. Between now and November 1, we will be training interested volunteers. AV
volunteers are asked to commit to a two hour block on Sundays on a rotating schedule in
which your pair will work one Sunday a month. Besides learning new technology, you can
expect to work directly with our new Rector, Fr. Kevin, to help create a satisfyingly high
quality service experience.

For more information, contact: Jeannetta Watson or Todd Schmidt.

OUTDOOR CHAPEL GETS A NEW NAME

Soon you will see a new permanent sign that will be displayed near the outdoor chapel.
This new sign dedicates the outdoor chapel to Jack and Jo Bourke, who have been a part
of St. Stephen's Church and School since its early history. Although the sign is not quite
up, we wanted to give you a few photos taken during Jo's recent stop at St. Stephen's
before heading out to Arkansas to be closer to family. Phil Edgington was instrumental in
this decision to name the outdoor chapel. Tom Dawson, along with all the Trailblazers, see
this naming as a way to honor the extensive contributions made by the Bourkes. Photos
were taken by Nancy Cooke-Jenkins and Lydia Baese. We will keep you posted on the
date of the Jack & Jo Bourke Outdoor Chapel naming ceremony.

If in the meantime, you would like to get in touch with Jo, great news! She's keeping her
same mobile phone number and e-mail address, jobourke33@gmail.com.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8531233729?pwd=ZWY3V0Y2c3JBQmNvUWpTY0lFaGVCdz09
mailto:jwatson@ststeve.org
mailto:jwatson@ststeve.org
mailto:tkschmidt88@gmail.com


ST. STEPHEN'S SCHOOL ANNOUNCES
HALLOWEEN GOLF-A-THON FUNDRAISER: OCT. 31

This year the school will be hosting a 12 person/36 hole Golf-a-thon at Quicksand Golf
Course in Woodcreek, Texas. The event will be held on HALLOWEEN, Saturday, October
31, 2020.

The Halloween Golf-a-thon is the school's autumn fundraiser. The format will be different
from the traditional golf tournament that the school has hosted in past years. Here's how it
will work.

Slate of 12 golfers
Golfers collect pledges for each hole that they play with the max being 36 holes.

Example:
Choose Ben Chomiak, SSES board chair, as your golfer and pledge $1 per hole. Let's say
Ben successfully completes 36 holes, then he would collect $36. If you pledge $10 per hole,
it nets $360. You get the idea.

Our pledge goal per golfer/per hole would be a minimum of $100.

The Halloween Golf-a-thon is one of two major annual school fundraisers. Although we
have switched our golfing format this year due to COVID-19, we plan on returning to our
traditional event in 2021.

Sponsorships are always welcome!

For more information, contact: John N.E. Odell, St. Stephen's Vestry and School Board at:
johnodell8929@comcast.net.

WORK TO REFURBISH THE FOUNTAIN HAS BEGUN!

You asked for it, and we are happy to share the news that the
work is underway to refurbish the rock and metal cross at our
church fountain. Your funds, collected from the First Fruits
fundraisers, is making these improvements possible. Thank you,
too, to Facility Director Mike Williamson for searching and
securing stone to match. By the time we gather for Morning
Prayer in the courtyard on Tuesday, October 6, we expect to
have it ready for preview.

TO ANNOUNCE BIRTHDAYS & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES,
COMPLETE ONLINE FORM

mailto:johnodell8929@comcast.net


If your special day, birthday or wedding anniversary, is coming up
and you would like the announcement displayed in the ticker of the
Sunday Service YouTube and Facebook recordings and the online
Sunday Bulletin, remember to complete the online form.

We announce these special days, with your permission, in
monthly blocks. Please complete the form two weeks in advance so
we have time to make sure it is displayed during the month you
indicate.

Online Birthday Announcement Form
Online Wedding Anniversary Announcement Form

MINISTRY ACTIVITIES
COMBINED YOUTH MEETING WITH FR. KEVIN, TEENS, TWEENS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 5:00 PM, LOG CABIN OR ZOOM

Teens and Tweens and their families are invited to meet with Fr. Kevin on Friday, October
2, 5:00 p.m. CDT, in the Log Cabin. At this meeting, Fr. Kevin will be introducing himself to
the Youth and helping Youth, and Youth leaders, Elisa Webster and Melissa Odell, plan
their year's meetings and activities.

If you are unable to meet in-person, you can join in by clicking the Zoom link below.

COMBINED TEEN/TWEEN ZOOM MEETING

FALL ROADSIDE CLEANUP TOTAL
SUCCESS

Becki Smith happily reports that the fall roadside
cleanup on Saturday, September 19 was full of rewards
in the forms of highway beautification, friendships, and
pleasant surprises and stories to tell.

"We picked up 45 bags of trash and many more large
pieces of trash from the roadside. And we did it safely,
socially distanced yet working together to get the job
done," Becki tells. "We could not have done it without
each one of you helping, and we really do appreciate it
more than you can imagine!"

We owe a Texas-sized THANK YOU to all the volunteers and roadside ministry
leadership: Becki and Jon Smith, Todd Schmidt, and Mike Marcionetti.

https://ststevewimberley.wufoo.com/forms/pck7bcp0fosi3o/
https://ststevewimberley.wufoo.com/forms/pck7bcp0fosi3o/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83093832214?pwd=RWlXcVNOSGIvVGZYdXFjSkg5bjlwUT09


Fr. Kevin and Nancy Henson pause after a
morning's hard, but rewarding ministry work.

Emma Schmidt, joined by mom Kristen and Aimee
Robles, wins the morning's "coolest find" during
the fall roadside cleanup.

GODLY PLAY FALL SERIES: The Ark & the Temple
AIRS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 10:00 a.m. CDT

Welcome to the next installment of the Godly Play Fall Series this
Sunday, October 4 at 10:00 a.m. CDT on YouTube and Facebook. In
this episode, young viewers are invited to sing nice and loud with

Elisa Webster and Tom Dawson and then to settle in and relax as Darelle Jordan begins
the story of "The Ark and the Temple."

"This is your story. I wonder who you are in the story, and what part you like the best?"
asks Darelle.

YouTube link: GODLY PLAY: Ark & Temple link
Facebook link: GODLY PLAY: Ark & Temple link

TAKE 5: EPISODE 19
AIRS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 10:00 a.m. CDT

You are invited to join host Allen Hennig as he treats our ears,
eyes, and spirit to a five minute music break during episode
19. "Blessed Assurance" is featured as just one example of

music from what many consider to be a religious rockstar of her time, Fanny J. Crosby,
who has been blind since birth. Ms. Crosby has been responsible for more than 8,000
gospel song texts in her lifetime.

As you tune in Thursday, October 8, sit back, and relax, Allen invites you to ponder, "What
are you blessed with today?"

YouTube TAKE 5: Episode 19 link
Facebook TAKE 5: Episode 19 link

NEW CURRICULUM FOR KINGDOM KIDS STARTS OCTOBER 11

Elementary age children will begin to meet
in person in the Log Cabin on Sundays at
9:00 a.m. CDT beginning October 11. For
those that can't make it in person, you are
invited to join the same class through
Zoom. All families registered for Kingdom
Kids, will automatically be sent the Zoom
link each week.

Teachers Elisa Webster, Donna Hoyland,
and Jamie Wallendorf will be using Carol
Brown's curriculum "Forbid Them Not." The

premise of this program is that kids really do belong in worship and that good worship
includes kids as well as adults. Each week, the curriculum is related to Sunday's worship

https://youtu.be/E_tXTUw-PDw
https://www.facebook.com/961503583993812/posts/2164252867052205/
https://youtu.be/trJCKNZRo68
https://www.facebook.com/961503583993812/posts/2168483476629144/


theme and based on the Revised Common Lectionary, with the intention of creating
meaningful worship experiences for our children. Class will finish in time for your
children/grandchildren and you to worship together during the airing of the 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Service. Besides our weekly discussions, we have a ton of fun, kid-pleasing
activities planned during our Kingdom Kids classes. If you have not done so already, we
encourage you to register your child/grandchild today. In the meantime, if you have
questions, contact: Family & Youth Minister, Elisa Webster, elisawebster9@gmail.com.

Register Online

CHANGES TO ST. STEPHEN'S SANTA MINISTRY

St. Stephen's Santa Adoptions will kick off on Sunday, November 15.
Due to COVID-19, you will notice some changes this season. Rest
assured, though, that the spirit of the program, to provide gifts to our
adopted families, remains the same.

This year the St. Stephen's Santa Team will create a "Santa Gift Registry" through
Amazon. This will give you an opportunity to purchase a single item or multiple items
depending on your budget. The items will be delivered to St. Stephen's to be inventoried
and distributed to the matching child/family. We will not have a congregation-wide
wrapping event. Instead, we will have a variety of volunteer jobs available. (Stay tuned for
signup instructions.) We will need volunteers to sign up to help sort food and Christmas
stocking items. We will also need volunteers to make extra-large gunnysack size or larger
fabric bags for placing the items inside.

Here are some key dates for you to mark on your calendars:

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Kickoff for St. Stephen's Santa Adoptions

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
Deliver gifts before or no later than this date to the church.

Pro Tip 1: If you are delivering M-F, it is best to avoid the school drop off and pickup times of 7:30-8:30
a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m. McArthur Hall is the best place to drop off items.

Pro Tip 2: If you get a notification of a back order, cancel the order and order something else.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
Sign up sheet posted for you to select your volunteer time

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
Santa Distribution Day, 3:00-6:00 p.m.

Instead of delivering the gifts to the families, we are asking the families to come to the
church to pick up their items. We will have two curbside station pickup points.

Examples of some of the other volunteer needs are for sorting food and stuffing Christmas
stockings.

Although our Santa program will be run differently this season, the changes we are making
will ensure that families, including our own, have a holiday season to remember.

As we get closer, we will be providing more information. In the meantime, if you have
questions, please contact: Sharon Krebs, skrebs@realhound.com or call Anita McNabb at
(512) 567-5909.

COMMUNITY OF HOPE

Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?

mailto:elisawebster9@gmail.com
https://ststevewimberley.wufoo.com/forms/zumkcjb0y5aa48/
mailto:skrebs@realhound.com


To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you?

Each one of us, at some point or at several points in our lives, could
use a "companion" to walk with us during the challenges of our
journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is someone who cares
about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what you should do, will not
take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be available to you, support you,
pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved. Please, if you are walking alone,
invite one to join you on your path.

OCTOBER COMMUNITY OF HOPE CONTACTS
Nancy Cooke-Jenkins, nancycookejenkins@gmail.com

Kristen Schmidt, kris10.schmidt@gmail.com

IN THE LIFE OF SSEC
The church and school has been busy with new ways of presenting information and
experiences to all ages of students during the pandemic. Recently the school hosted a
"bring the field trip to you" for students by inviting fire fighters, EMS, and other local
agencies to our shared campus. Monday Bible Babes has embraced a duo-approach to
their meetings by offering students the option of joining the meeting in-person or through
Zoom.

SAVE THE DATE
FRI, OCT 2
Combined Tweens & Teens Meeting (online) & Log Cabin, 5:00 p.m., Zoom

SUN, OCT 4
Way of Love (online), 9:30 a.m., Zoom

SUN, OCT 4
Godly Play (online), 10:00 a.m, YouTube & Facebook

SUN, OCT 4
Morning Prayer Sunday Service (online), 10:30 a.m, YouTube, Facebook

SUN, OCT 4
Virtual Coffee Hour (online), immediately following airing of 10:30 a.m. service, Zoom

mailto:nancycookejenkins@gmail.com
mailto:kris10.schmidt@gmail.com


MON, OCT 5
Monday Bible Babes (online & in-person), 12 noon, Zoom & Courtyard

TUE, OCT 6
Co-ed Bible (online), 10:30 a.m., Zoom

WED, OCT 7
Group Zoom: Meet the New Rector (online), 10:00 a.m., Zoom

WED, OCT 7
Christ Centered Prayer (online), 5:00 p.m., Zoom

TH, OCT 8
TAKE 5 (online), 10:00 a.m., YouTube, Facebook

TH, OCT 8
Thursday Bible Babes, 5:00 p.m., Nancy's Home

SUN, OCT 11
Kingdom Kids Sunday School (online & in-person), 9:00 a.m, Zoom & Log Cabin

SUN, OCT 11
Adult Sunday School, 9:30 a.m, Zoom and in-person (Courtyard)

SUN, OCT 11
Holy Eucharist Sunday Service (online), 10:30 a.m, YouTube, Facebook

SUN, OCT 11
Virtual Coffee Hour (online), immediately following the airing of the 10:30 a.m. Sunday service

MON, OCT 12
Monday Bible Babes (online) and in-person (Courtyard), 12:00 noon

TUE, OCT 13
Co-ed Bible (online), 10:30 a.m., Zoom

WED, OCT 14
Christ Centered Prayer (online), 5:00 p.m., Zoom

TH, OCT 15
TAKE 5 (online), 10:00 a.m., YouTube, Facebook

TH, OCT 15
Thursday Bible Babes, 5:00 p.m., Nancy's Home

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
(articles, photos, graphics)
WEDNESDAYS, 12 NOON

Jackie McFadden, Communications Director, eeant@mac.com

mailto:eeant@mac.com
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